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THE FRIGATE CONSTITUTION AND THE 

AVERY OAK. 

By Ebastus Worthington. 

T^HE above title will naturally suggest a query as to 
-^ what relation can the national war-ship bear to our 
local primeval forest tree. It is the primary purpose of 
this paper, to show in what way it came about that the 
Avery Oak was well nigh taken in the building of " Old 
Ironsides." We may also make some digressions into 
collateral matters of local interest, which may be suggested 
as we proceed, without losing sight of the main purpose. 
The Constitution was one of six frigates built by order 
of Congress in an Act passed March 27, 1794, This was 
the real beginning of the United States Navy, after the 
adoption of the Constitution. The Navy of the Revolu- 
tion, which had rendered more efficient service perhaps 
than is generally believed, and had furnished commanders 
of distinction, was disbanded at the termination of the 
war. The models of the new frigate were made by Joshua 
Humphreys, of Philadelphia, and were considered to com- 
bine several improvements in naval construction. The 
Constitution was built at Charlestown, under the super- 
intendence of Capt. Samuel Nicholson, who had served 
in the Revolutionary Navy, and was the second captain 
in rank of seniority. 

This paper was read before the Dedham Historical Society on Oct. 8, 1897. 
The heliotype frontispiece follows a painting in water colors, by Mr. flemy 
Hitchings, in 1884, from a sketch made by him from nature in 1853. The 
original of the heliotype is in the possession of Mi*s. Henry F. Batchelder, of 
Danvers, Mass. The view was taken from the pasture, at the rear end of the 
house, looking toward East Street. 
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2 FRIGATE CONSTITUTION [Jan. 

The Constitution was laid down in 1794, but the work 
was so much retarded by the want of suitable timber for 
its frame in the first instance, and afterwards by the want 
of suitable spars and guns, that she was not launched 
until September 20, 1797. It is said that she would have 
got into the water earlier, had she not stuck in an attempt 
to launch her. She first went to sea July 20, 1798, and 
her first commander was Capt. Samuel Nicholson. 

Capt. Nicholson was the son of James Nicholson of 
Maryland, the last Commander-in-Chief of the Revolu- 
tionary Navy, and had himself already rendered distin- 
guished service. He was married to Mary Dowse, the 
sister of the Hon. Edward Dowse, February 9, 1780. He 
had a large family of children, among whom were the fol- 
lowing daughters, who were baptized in the Episcopal 
Church in Dedham, according to its records : — 

Maria, baptized February 25, 1794. 

Emzabbth Temple, " December 28, 1798. 
Elizabeth Bebecca, ^' March 10, 1800. 

Elizabeth Temple died in infancy, but the other two, 
Maria and Elizabeth Rebecca, were reared in Dedham, 
and lived and died here afterwards. These ladies are 
well remembered by many persons now living. They al- 
ways prided themselves upon their naval ancestry, and 
received a pension from the Federal government. Maria 
died June 10, 1859, and Elizabeth Rebecca, usually known 
as Eliza, died June i, 1878. Both were buried in our 
Parish Cemetery, near the Dowse enclosure. 

Capt. Edward Dowse first purchased lands on the 
north side of High Street, then known as the Middle Post 
Road, in March, 1798. The land on the south side of High 
Street, and running to the meadow, across where Village 
Avenue now runs, containing five acres, was purchased of 
Reuben Guild the year after. It is a curious fact that the 
side lines of this parcel are identical with the lot laid out 
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to Ralph Shepard, the original proprietor. The lands on 
the north side of High Street were purchased of Nathaniel 
Gay and Robert Calef of Weston. On the latter purchase 
there was then a blacksmith shop, and the deed from 
Robert Calef to Capt. Dowse recites that "it shall be re- 
moved by Reuben Richards when requested by said 
Dowse" 

It is understood that the Dowse mansion was not 
erected until 1804, but that Capt. Dowse lived in a house 
standing upon the lands at the time he purchased, until 
the erection of his mansion. 

It will be observed that the dates of the baptisms of 
two daughters of Capt. Nicholson, and the purchase of the 
lands in Dedham by Capt. Dowse were included in the 
period during which the frigate Constitution was being 
built and fitted out for sea. It is an entirely reasonable 
inference from those facts, that the family of Capt. Nichol- 
son came here with Capt. Dowse, and that Capt. Nichol- 
son himself thus became familiar with Dedham, while he 
was seeking ship timber for the new frigate. 

In Mann's Annals of Dedham (p. 126) it is stated that 
seventy dollars were offered for the Avery Oak for timber 
to be used in building the frigate Constitution, but the 
offer was rejected by its owner. The authority for this 
statement is not given, but there is no reason for ques- 
tioning its truth. The limbs are full of crooks and angles, 
which Lord Bacon calls "knee timber," which was particu- 
larly required in ship building, while its massive trunk 
would yield a goodly quantity of planking. But the prob- 
ability of the statement is much strengthened by the col- 
lateral facts before cited, concerning the residence here 
at that time of Capt. Nicholson's family. It becomes very 
easy to infer that the offer was made by him, or that it 
was made through Capt. Dowse, his brother-in-law. 

The owner of the estate on which the Avery Oak 
stands at the time named, was Jonathan Avery, who died 



4 FBIQATE CONSTITUTION, [Jan- 

February 1 1, 1833, at the age of eighty-eight. The estate, 
which was a very extensive one, including generally what 
now lies between East, Mt. Vernon, Barrows Streets and 
Brookdale Avenue, had been owned by the Averys for sev- 
eral generations. The first settler, William Avery, was 
admitted townsman in 1650. His descendants were prom- 
inent in the affairs of the town, and one was a deacon of 
the church. The old Avery house where these successive 
generations lived was taken down some years ago. In 
plan, construction and material it bore a striking resem- 
blance to the Fairbanks house. The writer has closely 
examined both houses, and ventures the opinion that they 
were built about the same time, were designed after the 
same plan, and were probably constructed by the same 
builder. That the two houses were situated so near each 
other, also renders this opinion more probable. The fdct 
that Jonathan Fairbanks was admitted townsman in 
1636-7 would have little significance, since there is no evi- 
dence that either house was built earlier than 1650, and 
there are many strong reasons for believing that they 
could not have been built earlier than that year. The 
Dwight house, which stood where the easterly abutment 
of the railroad bridge over High Street rests, had a pro- 
jecting second story, and was probably as old as either 
of the houses we have named. It was removed in 1846. 

We are now ready to return from our excursion into 
collateral history, to the Avery Oak, which has wonder- 
fully escaped the fate of all its contemporaries. Even for 
such a patriotic purpose as to build our historic war-ship, 
its owner, or as it is suggested, his wife refused a tempt- 
ing offer. That it has been so long spared, shows that it 
has been valued above all price by its owners. Its girth 
and gnarled limbs sufficiently indicate its great age. The 
longevity of the oak is well attested, and the species most 
nearly analogous to our white oak in Europe, is known to 
continue to grow for centuries. 



/ 
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That the Avery Oak is much older than the settle- 
ment of the town can hardly be doubted. There is in the 
possession of the writer, a sketch of the tree made prob- 
ably about 1825, by our late townsman, Alvan Fisher. On 
it is written this memorandum in pencil. " 19 1-2 feet in 
circumference. 102 years since the top was cut off for 
firewood, by the grand-father of Deacon Avery. '* This 
would carry back the life of the tree about one hundred 
and seventy-five years. As it appears to have then had a 
top sufficient to furnish firewood for the family, it bad 
attained a considerable size and growth. The story 
is told that it was during a time when the snow was very 
deep, so that it was impossible to get into the woods, that 
the branches of the tree were taken for fuel. 

It is quite safe to believe therefore that the Avery Oak 
is a primeval forest tree, kindly spared by its owners from 
the woodman's axe, and only that it was valued by its 
owner as above price, prevented it from becoming a 
part of the decaying timbers of the old frigate, instead of 
still maintaining its majestic form and vigorous life. Its 
image is engraved on the escutcheon of our town seal, 
and the tree itself became the property of our Historical 
Society in 1886. 

Thou sole survivor of primeval trees, 

O, who shall tell the number of the years, 

Since first a sapling swaying in the breeze, 
Thou claimed a place among thy forest peers. 



JOHN RICE OF DEDHAM. 
By Edward F. Everett. 

In searching for the wife of Jedediah^ Everett, son of 
the first Richard, born July 11, 1656, and died 1698-9, all 
I can learn is that her given name was Rachel. I find 
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only one, Rachel Rice, of marriageable age in Dedham in 
1680, and she was almost too young, only 16, born Sep- 
tember 2, 1664. The enclosed record of John Rice and 
his family I cannot find in " Savage," or any Rice Geneal- 
ogy. This covers three generations, and apparently drops 
out of sight. 

John Rice & Ann Hackly was married the 27 of the 9 m® 
1649. 

Anna, the wife of Jn** Rice deceased 11 : 8 : 83. 

Their children born in Dedham : — 

John b. the 26 of the 8 m^ 1660. 

Mary b. the 6 of the 7 m« 1652. 

Sary b. the 2 of the 4 m« 1664. 

John b. the 18 of the 6 m*» 1666. 

Rachel b. 2 of Sept. 1664. 
John Rice & Elizabeth Wilson was mari7ed 4 day : lOni : 

84 year. 
" Elizebeth, the wife of John Rioe, deceased, October ye 
8^ 1710. " 
Their children born in Dedham : — 

John b. Feb. 12, 1685-6 ; d. 9 : 5 : 1686. 

John b. March 2, 1688-9. 

Anna b. Dec. 27, 1694. 

Mary b. Dec. 27, 1695. 

Sarah b. May 29, 1698. 

Probably his son, John^ married a Judith [ ], as 

we have 

John the son of John and Judith Eice was born January the 
5^ 1713-14. 

There is also the record of a Samuel Rice, whether an 
unrecorded son of the first John or not, is not known. I 
do not find him among any other Rice's or in " Savage. " 

Samuell Rice & Rebecca Mills marryed 

6 : 10 : 82. 
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a daughter 
Rebecka, was borne ye 31 : 1 : 1686, and 

deceased 12:2:1685 [1686?] 
Rebeekah, ye daughter of our sister 
Mills was bapt. 17—3—57. 



THE SCHOOLS AND TEACHERS OF DEDHAM, 

By Carlos Slafter. 
(Continued fwm Vol VllL,page 126.) 

Mr. William Bates instructed the Westfield School two long 
terms of five and six months, 1840-1 and 1841-2, being one of 
those teachers employed by the late Rev. Dr. Burgess largely at 
his own expense. He was the son of the Rev. Dr. Joshua and 
Anna (Poor) Bates, born in Dedham, Jan. 19, 1816. He grad- 
uated at Middlebury College, Vt., in 1837, under the presi- 
dency of his father ; completed three years of study at Andover 
Theological Seminary in 1840 ; was ordained as pastor of the 
Congregational Church of Northbridge, Mass., Oct. 5, 1845 ; re- 
mained there till 1858, when he became the pastor of the First 
Congregational Church in Falmouth, where he died in 1859. In 
all these relations he showed himself able and faithful ; and 
his name is still honored by his pupils and his parishioners. 

Mr. Bainbridge Mo wry succeeded Mr. Reed as master of the 
First Middle School in December, 1840. He was the son of 
Caleb and Clarinda (Taft) Mowry, born in Mendon, July 25, 
1818, and received a name indicative of his father's admiration 
of a brave American commodore. His education was chiefly ob- 
tained in the Uxbridge and Holliston Academies. He married 
Emily Frances Carroll of Walpole, August 25, 1841. Having 
previously taught schools in Walpole, and having completed 
nearly three years of instruction in Dedham, he abandoned teach- 
ing and tried various kinds of business. Finally he engaged in 
the straw works, which business he continued twenty-nine years, 
and then relinquished it on account of deafness. In the years 
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of his retirement he spent much of his time in reading, religious 
books generally having the preference. This employment made 
his last days very pleasant. But the same infirmity which com- 
pelled him to relinquish business pursuits, made him unfit to 
guard against the danger which threatened his life ; he was 
struck by a locomotive and instantly killed, October 11, 1893. 

In 1841 and 1842 the summer schools in the second Middle 
district were taught by Miss Harriet Watson of Thetford, Ver- 
mont. She was the daughter of Joseph and Abigail Watson ; 
and was also employed as a teacher in the public schools of Med- 
field, Medway, HoUiston and Beading. In Beading, Nov. 29, 
1850, she was united in marriage to Cyrus A. Thompson. In 
1894 she was able to attend the seventy-fifth anniversary of the 
founding of Thetford Academy, and was entertained in the very 
house in which she was born. She resides in North Woburn, 
and is pleasantly remembered by her surviving Dedham pupils. 

Miss Nancy E. Talbot was a teacher in South Dedham (now 
Norwood) about 1841 or 2. She was of Sharon, the daughter 
of Josiah Jr. and Mary (Bichards) Talbot. She married Cham- 
pion Clark and resided for a short time in Baltimore, Md. After 
his death she graduated in medicine at Boston, was joined in 
marriage to Amos Binney of Boston, and in 1894 resided with 
her daughter in Philadelphia. I regret that I am unable to 
give more of her personal and professional history. 

In 1842 Miss Joanna E. Dana instructed the West Dedham 
School twenty-two weeks. She was the daughter of Lemuel and 
Hannah (Eames) Dana, born in 1822, and was educated in the 
Westfield School when the higher branches were taught there 
to such an extent as to make it almost equal to an academy. 
She was married to Mr. John Mills of Needham, May 24, 1862. 
Mrs. Mills was a person of considerable literary enterprise, and 
wrote a volume of " Memories and Poems, " which was published 
in 1881. A few years before her death in 1893, she expressed 
to me the intention of writing some reminiscences of the West- 
field School. Had she done so, the record would have been valu- 
able and especially interesting to those who enjoyed its privileges. 
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The summer schools of the Readville District were in charge 
of Miss Susan Thompson four years, beginning with 1889. She 
was of Milton parentage, Asa and Mary (Howard) Thompson, 
and born in 1820. Besides the District schools of Dorchester, 
she enjoyed the privileges of an excellent Academy near Dr. 
Codman's Church and under his special direction. Miss Thomp- 
■son was a teacher about four yeai-sand a half in what is now the 
Tileston School of Dorchester, beginning in 1844. She was 
married, first to Charles Henry Holmes of Milton ; afterwards 
to Mr. William Jones of Boston. Mrs. Jones now (1897) re- 
sides on Bird Street, Mattapan. 

In the summer of 1847 the Second Middle School was in 
charge of Miss Harriet R. Talbot, the fifth of her family that 
gave instruction in the Dedham schools. She was a native of 
Sharon, the daughter of Josiah Jr. and Mary (Richards) Tal- 
bot, and received her education preparatory for teaching in some 
New England Academy where she was well equipped for her 
work. She was united in marriage to Augustus Forbes of West 
Newton, the place of her last residence. 

The Union School at Walpole Comer was under the instruc- 
tion of Mr. Henry Gay in the winter of 1841-2, as was the Clap- 
boardtrees in 1847-8. As a teacher Mr. Gay was logical and thor- 
ough ; so say his pupils. The towns of Plymouth and Marlboro 
were also benefited by his faithful labors in the school room. 
He was the son of William King and Susan (Gould) Gay, born 
Aug. 1, 1819. An important part of his education was obtained 
at Phillips Andover Academy. May 2, 1847, he was united in 
marriage to Miss Mary Ann French of West Dedham. Soon 
after this he engaged in the provision trade as more favorable 
to his health than the close confinement of teaching ; but for 
several years he was an efficient member of the Town School 
Committee : yet he was not destined to enjoy a long life. He 
died May 20, 1861, and Dedham lost a worthy and highly es- 
teemed citizen. 

In the summer of 1839 Ann Sumner Metcalf had charge of 
the Second Middle School twenty weeks ; also from 1856 to 



10 AABON SMITH PUZZLE. [Jan. 

1860 she was mistress of the grammar department of the same 
school. Beginning in her sixteenth year Miss Metcalf was aa 
acceptable teacher for thirty-seven years; first in Wrentham 
about seven years; in Holliston from 1840 to 1845; in Brook- 
line from 1860, nearly six years ; in Walpole from 1861 to 
1872 ; and as a substitute in Brookline in eighteen different 
schools. She was the daughter of David and Ann (Sumner) 
Metcalf, born in Wrentham, Aug. 29, 1818, and was educated 
at Wrentham and Holliston Academies. Jan. 22, 1874, she 
was married to Josiah Maynard Russell of Walpole, Mass. ; and^ 
after residing in Brookline and Boston, has now returned to 
dwell in Wrentham, her native town. 

Three consecutive winters, beginning in 1840, Mr. Joseph 
Underwood taught school in West Dedham. He was a popular 
teacher, but soon turned his attention to the healing art, and 
graduated at the Harvard Medical College in 1847. More about 
Dr. Underwood will appear in the next number of the Register. 

(To he continued.) 



THE AARON SMITH PUZZLE. 

By George Kuhn Clarke, LL. B. 

(Continued from Vol VIL, page 140.) 

By a deed dated April 12, 1775, (Suffolk Deeds, Lib. 127, fol. 
196) Lieutenant Aaron Smith gave his nephew, Aaron Smith 
of Killingly, Connecticut, blacksmith, an undivided half of 100 
acres of land, and by his will he gave the nephew the other half. 
The homestead of the Lieutenant and his three parcels of out- 
lying lands each contained, prior to this deed, about twice the 
acreage stated in the inventory. 

The old Smith house stood on the south side of South Street,, 
where Oscar H. Child lives. The wife of Lieutenant Aaron 
Smith was Martha Ware, whom he married June 29, 1725. 
"Hawk" Aaron Smith possessed upwards of 300 acres, most of 
it on South Street, near his home, or in the immediate vicinity.. 
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This land, exceptwhat he got from his uncle, he purchased 1776- 
89, principally from the Daniel Wight estate, and the Wight 
family, and from Enoch Willson, and from the heira of Elisha 
Mills. In deeds dated 1785 and 1789, Aaron Smith Jun' is called 
an '^ Innholder. " He appears to have been usually designated 
as " Jun' " until the death, in 1795, of his relative, Capt. Aaron 
Smith. In 1794 he began to dispose of his land, and in 1797 
conveyed to his son, Peletiah Smith, 90 1-2 acres, including the 
homestead of Lieutenant Aaron Smith. (Norfolk Deeds, Lib. 
15, fol. 26.) In 1798 Aaron sold 108 acres of land with build- 
ings, which included the Mills place, to Daniel Felton of Ded- 
ham, " Potter, " who afterwards lived in the Mills house on the 
north side of South Street, about fifteen rods East of Webster 
Street. In the deed to Felton one parcel of land bounds East- 
erly on the " heirs of my late Wife. " "Also a Pew in the East 
meeting house in s** Needham, being a Wall Pew on the north- 
erly side of said meeting house the second from the northwest 
corner. Also my right in a noon House & Horse Stable stand- 
ing near s^ Meeting House. " 

In a deed dated February 27, 1799, Aaron Smith was still of 
Needham, and his wife, Grace, signed. On May 18, 1799, he 
was of Plainfield, Conn., and no wife signed, nor do I find her 
name to any subsequent deed. On May 29, 1799, he deeded 12 
acres more to his son Peletiah, who resided on the old home- 
stead. "Hawk " Aaron was assessor in Needham one year, 1787. 

He had by his first wife, Sarah, whom he is said to have 
married in Killingly, five children, all born in Killingly, except 
Polly. They were : — 

Sarah, b. Nov. 5, 1769. 

Peletiah, b. June 30, 1771 ; m. in Needham, Nov. 15, 1798, Han- 
nah, b. Jan. 22, 1780, dau. of Col. Moses and Rebecca 
(BuUard) Mann, and had Nancy, b. Aug. 11, 1811. 

Aaron, b. May 13, 1773; d. in Needham, Feb. 16, 1795, ^t 22. 

Hannah, b. Sept. 26, 1774. Probably the Hannah Smith to 
whom her father deeded 45 acres in Needham on Feb. 27, 1799. 

Polly, b. Apr. 8, 1776 ; m. in Needham, Nov. 29, 1798, Jonathan 
Gay, Jr. (Capt. Gay.) See Reg., Vol. III., p. 86. 
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Aaron Smith rn. secondly, Deborah (Lyon) Mills, widow of 
Elisha Mills, whom she had married May 10, 1759. By this 
wife Aaron Smith had, born in Needham-: — 

Calvin, b. Aug. 30, 1778. Perhaps m. Freelove C. and had 
Abbie £.» b. in Providence, R. I., Aug. 20, 1814. 

Lucy, b. Mar. 30, 1781 ; m. Nov. 26, 1798, Jonathan Newell, 
afterwards a deacon of the First Church in Needham. See 
Reg. Vol. IIL, pp. 75 and 86. 

Aaron Smith m. thirdly, July 19, 1795, Grace Gay of Ded- 
ham, who probably died in 1799. From this marriage there 
were two children, bom in Needham. 

Harriet, b. Feb. 26, 1796. 
Fanny, b. April 13, 1798. 

Of Capt. Aaron Smith of the West Parish, it may be added 
that he was assessor in 1758 and 1787. Elected selectman in 
1781, 88 and 89 ; he served only in 1789. His son, Aaron 
Smith, Esq., resigned as selectman early in the year 1818, thus 
reducing his long service, as given in Vol. VIL, p. 140, by one 
year. The latter was assessor twenty years, and also twice, 
1824 and 1830, declined to serve in that oflSce. He was one of 
the members of the first school board in Needham. Besides 
farming he kept a grocery store, dealing in snuff. West India 
rum, New England rum, and the customary supplies of the 
period. Some estates were settled by him. The gravestones of 
Capt. Aaron Smith, of Beulah (Woodward) Smith, his wife, 
and of Aaron Smith, Esq., and his wife, Susannah, are in the 
neglected graveyard of the West Parish (Wellesley). Four 
men who bore the name of Aaron Smith have been prominent 
in Needham. 



An interesting article on " The English Church in Dedham and 
Stoughton," by the Rev. W. F. Cheney, appeared in the Register, 
(v., 45-52) for April, 1894. It is accompanied by a heliotype repro- 
duction of the oil painting of the Rev. William Clark, the subject of 
the following paper. 
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THE REV. WILLIAM CLARK. 

Boston, November 22, 1897, 
Mr. Editor: — 

In the preparation for the cataloguing of the man- 
uscripts in the archives of the Diocese of Massachusetts, 
I found, in a package styled the " Clark Manuscripts," the 
following paper, which I think may interest many of your 
readers. Yours truly, 

Edmund F. Slafter. 
Extract from, LetterB of the Mev, William Clark to William 
Winthrop^ Eaq^ 

QuiNCY, March 14, 1808. I believe it was owing to my still, 
quiet and retired way of life that it was so little known where I 
lived for about ten years before the Revolution, which was no 
further from you than Dedham. 

I had from my early youth an affection for the worship and 
discipline of the Church of England, and made the disputed 
matters thereof much my study for many years ; and, when I 
had settled my mind, made my open conformity thereto in the 
Church of the Rev. Mr. Fayerweather in South Kingston, on 
Easter Day, 1767, that Gentleman having been my acquaintance 
from my early childhood, he being very intimate with my father, 
and often at his house when I was young. 

At this time I had no prospect of any parish. There had 
been at that time, and for more than thirty years before, a num- 
ber of Church families in Dedham and vicinity ; there had also 
been a bequest by Will of Mr. Samuel Colburn, then sometime 
before deceased, without heirs of his own body, being a Bachelor, 
the endowment of a farm of more than a hundred acres of land, 

* The Hon. William Winthrop was the son of the Hon. John Winthrop, 
L L. D., for many years professor in Harvard College; he graduated at Harvard 
in 1770. He was a member of the Massachusetts Historical Society, and was 
for some time in the Massachusetts Senate. He was bom April 19, 1753, and 
died in Cambridge, February 25, 1825. 
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with buildings on it, situated in the centre of the town of Ded- 
ham, as a foundation for and towards the support of an Episco- 
pal Minister in that town. A Church was built, but not then 
finished, and now stands on the same land a few rods from the 
Meeting House. By the advice of the Rev. Mr. Fayerweather, 
the Rev. Dr. Caner of Boston, and the Rev. Mr. Winslow of 
Quincy, the Episcopalians of Dedham chose me for their first 
Minister. I went to reside and officiate there as a candidate in 
July, 1757, and so remained till October, 1768, when I sailed 
for England. I was ordained by the Rt. Rev. Dr. Terrick, then 
Bishop of London, on St. Thomas' day, Dec' 21, 1768, and re- 
turned to Dedham in June, 1769 ; and in that beloved retire- 
ment I lived, as it were, unobserved by the world, till the frenzy 
of the times at the beginning of the Revolution disturbed my 
repose. Never man lived more peaceably and quiet; never 
man meddled less with politics, or was a better friend to Civil 
and religious liberty than myself. But all would not do. I re- 
ceived a small salary from an Incorporated Society in England, 
(not from the Government) ^^Sinc Ulae lachrymaeV^ This 
was my crime. After ten weeks close imprisonment at Boston, 
in the midst of summer, 1777, till my health was nearly ruined, 
I got leave of the then General Court to return to my own 
house in Dedham ; confined to within one mile of it under bonds 
of iE500 penalty, with two sureties of X250 each. After con- 
tinuing a year in this way, and seeing no respite, I applied again 
to the General Court, and obtained permission to leave the 
Country. I went in a cartel to Newport, and thence to New 
York, from whence I took passage to England about Christmas 
following, and, after touching at Ireland, arrived in London, 
beginning of February, 1779 ; and was absent fourteen years. 

Thus have I given you some of the most prominent marks 
which distinguished my life from the time I commenced a settle- 
ment in the world. I wish to cast a veil over what passed in 
the late times, and have touched thereupon as tenderly as pos- 
sible, saying as little as I could to continue the thread of my 
narrative. 
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I was born July 22d O. S. 1740. 

May 10^^, 1803. My Father was bom March 12, O. S. 1698. 
He was ordained Pastor of the First Church in Danvers, then 
called " Salem Village, " June 5, 1717. He died June 10, 1768, 
having nearly completed 51 years of his Ministry, & in the 76*^ 
year of his age.^ 

My brother, Peter Clark, was born Oct. 1, 1720, and died 
NoY.'^ 13^\ 1747, having a few weeks entered the 28^ year of his 
age. It was greatly the desire of his parents that he should be- 
take himself to the study of Divinity, but he disinclined to 
either of the learned professions, and chose to follow secular 
business. 

My Grandfather on the mother-side was Peter Hobart,Deacon 
(I think) of the only Congregational Church at that time in 
Braintree. My mother, being the only child of Deacon Hobart, 
when she married my Father and went to live in Salem Village, 
her parents removed there also to be near her ; bought a farm 
there, and there spent the remainder of their days. My Grand- 
father left two farms behind him in Braintree, and when all 
persuasion was in vain to induce my Brother to follow the Min- 
isterial profession, in order to help forward his advancement in 
the world, he gave him the farm he had himself lived upon in 
Braintree ; and, in erecting a new house upon the premises, my 
brother exerted himself so much in a way he had not been used 
to, that it was thought to have brought on a nervous fever, of 
which he died in a few days. He was much esteemed and be- 
loved by the people of Braintree the little time he lived there, 
and there are some who remember him to this day. He was 
married, and had three children, the youngest of whom was just 
three months old the day her father died. They are all now 
living. 

' The Rev. Peter Clark ; he was a man of more than ordioary ability ; he 
published at least twelve sermons and pamphlets, among them the election 
sermon, one at the artillery election; another before the annual convention of 
ministers ; the last the Dudleian lecture, at Cambridge, before the College in 
1763. 
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NEEDHAM EPITAPHS, 

with notes. 

By Charles Cttrtis Greenwood. 

(Continued fromVoLVIILt pcLge 131.) 

{Tomb.] Fuller. 
Erected by the Fuller and Whitney Families, 1872. 

It was rebuilt in 1872. The two earliest deaths, those of Jere- 
miah Fuller and Dr. Timothy Fuller, who was Town Clerk, 
1796-98, Selectman 1797, are given in Vol. VIII., p. 126, and 
are not repeated here. See also Reg. Vol. V, p. 128. 

Amos Fuller Died May 17, 1810. Aged 78 Tears. 

He was b. in Dedham March 9, 1782, son of Amos and Es- 
ther (Kingsbury) Fuller ; Town Treasurer, 1769-90 ; Selectman, 
1771, 72, 76 ; Assessor, 1781, 1785, 86, 88-90, 93 ; on the Com- 
mittee of the First Parish 1792, 94, 96-97 ; a soldier of the Rev- 
olution. (Reg. Vol. V., 127.) He was never a deacon of the 
First Church in Needham as stated in Reg. Vol. V., 128. 

Sarah Kingsbury wife of Amos Fuller Died May 21, 1810. Aged 79 
Years, [b. Feb. 20, 1781, T. R.; Reg.V.. 127.] 

Amos Fuller Jr. Died Sept. 21, 1806. Aged 50 Years. 

He was b. Sept. 27, 1755, son of Amos, named above; 

Selectman, 1789-90, 1805 ; Committee of the First Parish, 1800, 

05. (Reg. V., 128.) 

Sarah Fuller wife of Reuben Richards Died April 24, 1845. Aged 83 
Years. 

She was b. April 18, 1761, sister of preceding. (Reg.V., 128.) 

Mary Richards wife of Eleazer Fuller Died Feb. 20, 1821 Aged 68 
Years [Reg. V., 131.] 

Eleazer Fuller Died March 8, 1828 Aged 82 Tears. 

He was a soldier of the Revolution ; Selectman, 1782, 83, 9 
1800-02. (Reg. V., 181.) 

Israel Whitney Died July 16, 3846 Aged 72 Years 

In 1814 he kept school in Needham ; Selectman, 1824, 34 ; 

Assessor, 1827, 31, 38 ; Town Treasurer, 1835-37 ; Justice of 

the Peace ; for many years sexton of the First Parish, and one 

of the Parish Committee, 1803, 07, 26, 27, 37, 38. 

Mary Fuller wife of Israel Whitney Died Jan. 18, 1859, Aged 78 
Years. [Reg. V., 131.] 

Permelia Whitney wife of Ira Allen 

Died April 25, 1836 Aged 37 Years, fb. Oct. 14, 1799, dau. of, Israeli 

Ann F. Whitney wife of Lemuel Lyon. 

Died April 9, 1842 Aged 34 Years. 
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Ann Frances Whitney, b. April 18, 1808; m. Lemuel Lyon^ 

April 20, 1826. She was dau. of Israel Whitney. 

Levina Whitney wife of Elisha Converse of Palmer' 
Died April 21, 1888 Aged 84 Years 

She was b. Feb. 11, 1804, dau. of Israel Whitney ; married 

several times. 

Maxy R. Whitney wife of Henry G. Snell of Medway 
Died May 21. 1886 Aged 84 Years, [b. June 11, 1802, dau. of Israel] 
The Tomb of Moses Garfield & David Ayers 1817 
Dust thou art and unto dust shalt 
thou return Gen. Ill, 19 
I am the resurection, and the life ; 
he that believeth in me, though he 
were dead, yet shall he live : John XI. 25. 

Monument, South face. 
Morton. 
Otis Morton, Died January 22, 1865 Aged 81 Years. 
He was b. in Stoughton, son of Isaac and Hannah (Capen) 
Morton. 

Persis Wife of Otis Morton, Died August 22, 1855. Aged 66 Years. 

She was b. in Natick, Aug. 20, 1784, dau. of Isaac and Abigail 
(Bacon) Cooledge. 

Servants of God. well done. 
Rest from your loved employ, 
The battle fought, the victory won, 
Enter your Master's joy. 
On base. 
A Household's tomb ; to Faith how dear ; 
A part have gone ; part linger here ; 
United all in love and hope ; 
Our household still. 
North face, 
AbigaU C. Died Nov. 80, 1828 Aged 8 Y'rs. 
EmelineC. Died Jan. 13, 1881. Aged2Y'rs. 
George W. Died April 24, 1885. Aged 22 Y'rs. 

Weatfaee. 
Isaac Died March 26, 1841 Aged 22 Y'rs. 
Abby C Died March 5, 1848. Aged 2.S Y'rs. 
Hannah Died Nov. 80, 1886. Aged 75 Y'rs. 

Hannah wife of Lauren Kingsbury died Sept. 20, 1882. iEt 78 yrs.. 
5 mos. 

She wash, in Vermont, dau. of Aaron and Hannah (Fuller)' 
Bond ; m. Lauren Kingsbury Aprii 13, 1837. 

Hannah Frances, last remaining dau. of L. & H. Kingsbury, died 
Sept. 14^ 1859. Mi 18 yrs. 

Martha Maria eldest dau. of Deacon Lauren & Hannah Kingsbury^ 
died July 7, 1856. iBtlSyrs. 

Henry Martyn,only son of Lauren and Hannah Kingsbury,died Oct. 
16, 1846. Mt 1 yr. 4 ms. [b. June 24, 1845.] 
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Aaron Bond died Nov. 15, 1826. ^t 71. 

He was b. in Newton July 21, 1765 ; m. Hannah Fuller, 

June 22, 1786. 

Hannah wife of Aaron Bond died Oct. 18, 1841. ^t 77. 

Mary Wife of Josiah Eaton, Born Jan. 16, 1807. Died May 18, 1867. 

Josiah Eaton ni. Mary Horton Dec. 1, 1831. 

Josiah Son of Josiah and Mary Eaton, Born April 27, 1836. Died 
Sept. 13, 1838. 

Wtst face. 
Sally J. wife of Wm Eaton died Nov. 4, 1856. aj?ed 62 yrs. 9 mos. 
William Eaton died Dec. 21, 1876. aged 83 yrs. 6 mos. 

East face, 
Charles Eaton died Dec. 28, 1826. aged 2 yrs. 6 mos. [b. July 9,1824.] 

Of such is the kingdom of Heaven. 
William Eaton was b. July 24, 1793, son of William and 
Sarah (Kingsbury) Eaton ; m. Sally, dau. of Abiathar and 
Meribah (Fuller) Johnson, June 17, 1819. He was Selectman 
in 1839, 42-44 ; on the Committee of the First Parish, 1831-34, 
86, 37, 41, 42. 

Daniel E. Died Feb. 17, 184a aged 19 yrs. 

Hannah E. died Sept. 24, 1848. aged 17 yrs. & 9 mos. 

Children of Daniel & Clara May. 
Naphthali May Died Feb. 12, 1847. Mt. 77 yrs. 
Hannah his wife died April 15, 1830. ^t. 67 yrs. 
We part on earth to meet in Heaven. 
Monument Southjace. 
Artemas Newell Died May 23, 1830. aged 50 years. 
He was bap. Nov. 7, 1779 ; Justice of the Peace. (See Reg. 
rV., 22, for gravestone.) 

Bebecca Mann his wife Died Feb. 4, 1867. aged 82 years. 
She was the dau. of Moses and Rebecca (BuUard) Mann ; 
m. Artemas Newell May 18, 1802. 

West face. 
Lucinda Newell Died Aug. 26, 1855. aged 51 years. 
She was b. Jan. 7, 1804, dau. of Artemas and Rebecca 

(Mann) Newell. 

Monument West face. 
Isaac 1759-1832 . 
Abigail 1763-1833 
(Isaac Greenwood and his wife.) 

Monument West face. 
John Mills died Aug. 22, 1879. -^t. 76 yrs. 3 mos. 19 ds. 
He rests in peace. 

He was b. May 3, 1803, son of Fisher and Sally (Collins) 

Mills ; Selectman 1841, 1842. 
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Abigail C. Mills died Oct. 13, 1859. aged 51 yrs. 

A faithful wife, mother, and friend. 
Mills. 
She was b. in Newton, March 19, 1808, dau. of Matthias and 
Hapnah (Jackson) Collins ; m. John Mills. 

South face. 
Our Children John F. Mills died Apr. 80, 1835. aged 8 ds. 
Hannah C. Mills died July 30, 1841. aged 5 yrs. 

(b. Oct. 18, 1836.) 
John Kingsbury Died Sept. 10, 1863. -^t. 84 Yrs. 

He was b. April 18, 1779, son of Joseph, Jr., and Sarah 
(Bird) Kingsbury. 

Joseph S. Son of J. & S. Kingsbury died Sept. 23, 1833. ^ 3 weeks. 

Harris. 
John Harris, Died April 6, 1858, Aged 77 veais. 
Eliza, Wife of John Harris, Died March 24, 1874, Aged 82 years. 
Henry Colman Harris, Died May 17, 1834, aged 21 months. 
Helen Eliza Harris, Died Nov. 3, 1847, aged 27 years. 
Charles Spencer Harris, Died Oct. 26, 1862, aged 33 years. 

Monument. West face. 
Helena S. Cargill Nov. 6, 1838. Dec. 17, 1838. 

South face. 
William Cargill Feb. 20. 1810 Nov. 16, 1853. 

For gravestone see Reg. Vol. VIII., p. 130. 

Monument, East face. 
Elias Easterbrook Died 1874. M. 86 Ys. 
Mary his wife Died 1866. ^. 76 Ys. 

West face. 
John Stoyle Died 1853. M. 38 Ys. 

South face. 
Emma E. Died 1842. M. 4 Ms. 
Emma S. Died 1845. M. 1 Yr. 9 Ms. 
John E. Died 1851. M. 1 Yr. 
Mary J. Died 1851. M. 8 Ys. 6 Ms. 

Children of John & Sophia Stoyle. 
Eliza R. Wife of Rev. Moses Winch. Died Dec. 22,1855. aged 54 yrs. 
She was the dau. of Joseph and Lydia (Jennings) Russell ; 
m. Rev. Moses Winch May 26, 1828. 

Rev. Moses Winch Died Dec. 8, 1875. aged 74 yrs, 9 ms. 15 ds. 
He was b. in Holden, Mass., son of Francis. 

Francis Winch died Mar. 17, 1851. ^t. 89 yrs 
Moses Winch Jr. died Oct. 21, 1842. ^t. 11 yrs. 

He was the son of Rev. Moses and Eliza (Russell) Winch. 
Level B. Winch died Apr. 7, 1859, ^t. 23 yrs. 
He was b. in Princeton, Mass., son of Rev. Moses and Eliza 
(Russell) Winch. 

Monument. Iforth face. 
Maria Colburn, Died Apr. 15, 1842, Aged 28 Yrs. 
Luther Colburn, Died May 4, 1857, Aged 38 Yrs. 
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E<i8t face, 
Joseph Colburn, Died May 7, 1860, Aged 84 Yrs. 
Olive Colburn, Died Jan. SO, 1878» Aged 02 Yrs. 

BIONUHENT. 8oiUh face. 
Abram Hart Died July 20, 1851, Mt 39 yrs. 
Sarah Wife of Abram Hart, Died Aug. 20, 1842, Mt. 31 y'rs. 

Habt. 
Sarah J. Bichards Bom Nov. 8, 1828, Died Oct 27, 1842. 
Edward Bichards Bom Aug. 19, 1841, Died Sept. 26, 1844. 

Monument. Northface. 
Davis C. Mills Bora Dec. 31, 1800. Died Oct. 7, 1805. 
He was the son of Fisher and Sarah (Collins) Mills ; Select- 
man 1882, 88, 48, 44 ; Assessor, 1841. 

Elizabeth Kenrick Cheney his wife Born Jaly 5, 18ia Died Dec. 
21, 1891. 

She was the dau. of Asa and Abigail (Eenrick) Cheney ; 
m. Davis Collins Mills, June 26, 1884. 

South face. 
John F. Mills Born Nov. 18, 1842, Died Sept. 26, 1843. 
Bertram M. Mills Born Oct. 26, 1856, Died at Indianapolis Dec. 3,1881. 

John Parker and Bertram Matthias, children of Davis C. and 
Elizabeth (Cheney) Mills. 

Monument. Southface. 

Cynthia B. 1843—1844. 

Catharine 1851—1851. 

Children of James B. & Mary A. Tolman. 

Lyman Greenwood Died 8ept 15, 1873. Aged 67 Tears. 

He was born in Dublin, N. H., April 22, 1806, son of Isaac 
and Abigail (Jackson) Greenwood. 

Eliza wife of Lyman Greenwood DiedfApril 23, 1881. Aged 75 Years. 

She was b. Oct. 18, 1803, dau. of Calvin and Lydia (Edes) 
Parker ; m. Lyman Greenwood May 2, 1830. 

Lydia Ann Maria,daughter of Lyman & Eliza Greenwood died Sept. 
23, 1844. aged 12 years. 

The child we love has passed away ; 
The form so dear no more we see ; 
No more we meet the eye's mild ray ; 
Or catch the smile of sympathy. 
Theodore Lyman son of Lyman & Eliza Greenwood died Feb. 18^ 
1844. aged 5 years. 

From friendships twining arms 
The precious cherub flies ; 
Tell them O God 1 his charms, 
Await them in the sidles I 
Joseph Mills 1773-1856. 

He was b. Sept. 7, 1773, son of David, Jr., and Elizabeth 
(Hunting) Mills. 
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Mary Mills 1784-1869. 
George Mills Died Aug. 18, 1845 Mt. 28 yrs. 
George Henry Died Sept & 1849 MX,. 8 yrs. 

Catharine Gravath Wife of Edgar K. Whitaker. Died April 22,186a 
Aged 41 years. 

She was the dau. of John Holland; m. Edgar Kimball 

Whitaker Oct. 28, 1830. 

Edgar K Whitaker Bom in Sharon, Mass,, August 27, 1808. Died 
in Boston, Mass., November 10, 1883. 

He was the son of Rev. Jonathan and Mary (Kimball) 

Whitaker ; Representative in 1847 ; Executive Councillor, 1851. 

Clementina Augusta Wife of Edgar K. Whitaker Died February 26^ 
1866. Aged 88 years. 

She was b. in Hartford, Vt., dau. of Jacob and Susan 

(Childs) Dimick ; m. Edgar K. Whitaker Nov. 28, 1850. 

Hattie C. Whitaker daughter of George & Hattie died July 26^ 1883. 
aged 16 yrs. 

George Whitaker of the CI ty of New York Died April 4 , 1869. Aged 
64 yrs. 

Fratres, Fratris Amati Memoria. 

Edmund Quincy Died April 8, 1846. Aged 9 months. 

Mary Caroline Died May 26, 1860. Aged 3 years, [b. Feb. 6^ 1847.] 

These were children of Edgar K. and Catharine C. Whitaker. 

Dea. Alvin Fuller, Died Jan. 6, 1877, M. 70 Yrs. 

Mary A. wife of Dea. Alvin Fuller, Died Feb. 8, 1846, JR. 32 Yrs. 

Fuller. 
See Reg. Vol. HI., p, 76. 

Richards. 
Erected by his wife to the memory of David Richards, who died 
April 28, 1861, aged 61 years. 
Sarah M. Richards died Oct. S0» 1847, aged 4 years, 7 days. 
Anna Richards died May 29, 1860, aged 6 3rrs. 6 mos. 20 ds. 
Mrs. S. R. York died July 21, 1861, aged 24 years, 4 mos. 

Back. 
Samuel F. Richards of Boston Co. B. 46th Regt. Mass. Vol. Killed 
at Kinston, N. C, Dec. 14, 1862, aged 24 years. 

Gustavus F. DeLesdemier, Died Oct. 16. 1869, Aged 64 yrs. 8 mos. 
Hannah DeLesdemier, Died Mar. 14, 1861, Aged 48 yrs. 
Mary DeLesdemier, Died Aug. 13, 1848, Aged 6 yrs. 
Frank DeLesdemier, Died Sept. 16, 1848, Aged 9 mos. 

Monument. South face. 
Ellen A., daughter of Sherman & Almira Bowers, died Sept. 14, 
1848, Mt. 1 yr, 7 m's, 9 days. 

Monument, West /ace. 
William D. Son of Daniel & Susan Herring, Died May 12, 1873. 
Aged 44. 

He was born in Dorchester Feb. 14, 1829 ; served a term in 
the Civil War. 
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South face. 
Daniel Herring Died Oct. 8, 1853. Aged 53. 
He was b. in Dedham Oct. 10, 1802 [D. T. R.], son of 
Pelatiah and Catharine Herring. 

Susan W. Wife of Daniel Herring Died Jan. 1, 1851. Aged 52. 

{To he continued.) 



THE FISHER FAMILY. 

By Philip Adsit Fisher. 

{Continued from Vol, VIIL, page 132.) 

73. AsA^ second son of Daniel (41) and Amity (Shepard) 

Fisher, was b. at Walpole, May 80, 1775 ; m. 1st, Dec. 17, 1800, 

Sally Gay, who d. at Walpole, Sept. 2, 1820 ; m. 2dly, Feb. 8, 

1822, Cynthia Chenery, of MedBeld, who d. Dec. 8, 1887, aged 

56. He d. at Walpole, May 3, 1865, aged nearly 90. Their 

children were : — 

WarrenS b. Jan. 2, 1802. 

HoRACE^ b. Nov. 15, 1803; m. Catherine Hartshorn, July 
29, 1833. 

106. Jeremiah', b. July 19, 1805; m. Elizabeth Onion, April 

14, 1833. 
Betsey', b. May 23, 1807. 
Sally', b. June 13, 1809 ; m. Silas Boyden, of Walpole, 

Oct. 12, 1834. 
Unity', b. April 2, 1813; m. Comfort Weatherbee, of 

Dedham, Nov. 8, 1836. 

107. Asa', b. May 2, 1815 ; m. Unity Gay, of Walpole, Oct. 31, 

1838 ; d. Nov. 2, 1889. 
Newell', b. April 16, 1817; d. Nov. 18, 1862, at Dedham. 
Jason' (by second wife), b. June 22, 1823; d. Dec. 16, 
1864; unm. 
73. William^ youngest son of Daniel (41) and Amity 
(Shepard) Fisher, was b. at Walpole, July 21, 1784 ; m. at 
Dedham, May 7, 1811, Nabby, daughter of Nathaniel and Sub- 
mit Capen, who was b. April 10, 1790, and d. April 22, 1879, 
aged 89. He d. Jan. 12, 1834. They had :— 
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OrraS b. May 4, 1812; m. Samuel Guild, Nov. 29, 1882 ; 
d. March 20, 1864. [Burleigh's Guild Gen., p. 130.] 

Luther', b. Dec. 7, 1819; m. Louisa H. Hapford, May 
26, 1847. 

Nathaniel C.',b. Dec. 4, 1821 ; m. 1st, April, 1846, Char- 
lotte Haskell, of Wrenthara, who d. July, 1865 ; m. 2dly, 
April 3, 1870, Mary E. Nye, of Walpole ; no children. 

74. OLIVER^ eldest son of Oliver (46) and Sarah (Morse) 
Usher, was b. at South Dedham, now Norwood, Jan. 16, 1771 ; 
m. 1st, Nov. 27, 1798, Judith, daughter of Eliphalet (51) and 
Judith (BuUard) Fisher, who was b. at Dedham, Feb. 20, 1776, 
and d. there, March 4, 1801, aged 26. He m. 2dl7, July 8, 1801, 
Olive, daughter of Oliver and Sarah Smith, who was b. at Ded- 
ham, April 26, 1774, and d, there, March 21, 1857, aged 82. He 
d. at South Dedham, on the old homestead which had been in 
the family for 200 years, on March 12, 1834, aged 63. Their 
family were . — 

108. Eliphalet®, b. May 1, 1797 ; m. Susan Farrington, May 
5, 1822. 
Oliver', b. [ ] ; m. Patty Bell, of Wilmington, 

in 1812; res. Woburn. 
RuFUS«, b. [ ] d. July 21, 1834, aged 26. 

Jason*, b. [ ] d. June 4, 1819, aged 10. 

Susan M.*, b. [ ] ; m. Abraham Roberts, of 

Dedham, March 4, 1858. 
76. Lbwis^ second son of Oliver (46) and Sarah (Morse) 
Fisher, was b. at South Dedham, now Norwood, March 7, 1778 ; 
joined the Dorchester Church, March 4, 1798; m. Mary [ ]. 

They had :— 

Lewis Warren*, bapt. March 4, 1798; m. Lydia Patch; 

res. Dedham. 
RoxANA*, b. Nov., 1799. 
Abigail*, b. May, 1801. 
Mary*, b. Oct., 1804. 
Frances*, b. Sept., 1807. 
76. Billings^, son of Oliver (46) and Sarah (Billings) 
Fisher, was b. at South Dedham (Norwood), Aug. 3, 1782 ; m. 
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Hannah, dau. of Imla and Hannah(Ame8)Parker, of 6roton,wha 
d. in Dedham, Aug. 29, 1849, aged 60. He d. Feb. 4, 1854, 
aged 73. They had:— 

[Infanty, d. Aug. 10, 1825, aged 8 days. 
Hannah Maria Ames*, b. Oct. 23, 1828; d. March 22, 
1852; a teacher, unm. 
77* JoEL^ second son of Oliver (46) and Sarah (Billings) 
Fisher, was b* at South Dedham, April 11, 1783 ; he moved to 
Orrington, Me. ; m. Betsey Ann Nichols. Of their children : — 
Joel", m. Sarah Adams, of Stoughton, Jan. 14, 1838. 
Leonard*, b. Aug. 8, 1809 ; m. Chloe H. Adams, April 28, 

1829. 
Edmund M.', b. Nov. 18, 1812 ; m. Hannah W. Bird, Sept. 

25, 1831. 
BiLLiNGsS b. in 1817; m. 1st, Nancy Glover; 2dly, Mrs. 

Eleanor Wade. 
Nathaniel Parker^ b. at Brewer, Me., in 1818 ; m. 1st., 
Hepsabeth Adams, of Franklin, Mass. ; m. 2dly, Mrs. 
Fanny C. Johnson, of Stoughton ; m. 3dly, Mrs. Betsey 
M. Leroy, March 23, 1856. 

( To he continued,) 



EXTRACTS FROM THE AMES DIARY. 

By Edna Frances Caldeb. 

{Continued from Vol, VIIL, page 138.) 

July, 1708. 

21 Lost my Horse worth 40 £. died suddenly Cause unknown. 

26 Ree'd Letter from Hon. Stev. T. Mason in answ. to above at 16^. 

28 Bjr means of Company, hangers-on, all business must stagnate^ 
& will injure enterprise & improvement. 

31 Din'd with Mr. Ferrol at Walley's weding. Judge Metcalf with 
his cockade on came down to see Gen. Washinfln^on expecting to get a 
Commission to fight the French being enraged against the French & 
infatuated at the slanders of the Progress of the Cannibals that the 
French skin Americans to make boots for their Army &c : 

p<» 8-6 Hannah Stowel weaving 7 y*** Linnen. 

August. 

2 High Fed Pomp at [ ] of Pres. to Tory address. 

6 Bissel & W. went off to Milton Portsmouth & home. 

12 John Bullard deserted. & employs W. ray riv. to replace fract. 
femur, my prospect in life darkens every day, no friend reveals the cause. 
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16 4 hands mowing finished got in 4Ld Hay. 

Mrs. Draper p^ 375. Had the good luck to get in 8 Load Ray 
\7lth0Qt wet 

18 NewCyderl.60 pr BVl, T. Gay bo't. 

20 Lent Ab Draper half Dollar. 

21 Supr. Court. A. Draper puts 16. C. F. roead'w Hay my Bam. 

23 Trial of Burglary in S. Ct. guilty but arrest Judg* fault Indicts 
25 Becor'd Judg^ for Asa Penniman vs. Nathan Johnson in Supr 
Court 

81 Having lost my horse as noted 24 July last various others are 
offered for monev enough & some good for 80 dollars. Drought & stop- 
page of sources for money from the Prench the price of horses is much 
lallen & is falling it is said rapidly. 

SXFTEMBXB. 

I Innoculated Earlv Ann peaches on two Trees near Grape Vines 
& near old Jewitt Pear Tree. 

8 Geo. Dean won suit vs. Jon. Fuller. 

5 Sixty seven persons die of Yellow fever at Philad* this day by 
Gazettes of 18*^. 

18 SOdiedaylyatPhilad*. 

14 Got home 8 Vr'l Cyder my Apples. 

16 I cannot think it as obnoxious for any other profession as the 
Clerical to be conversant in politics, is it for a Physician? ha? Yes, 
«ays my W I 

20 Good black Mare 4 y" old from Mansfield goes in chaise 60 ^^ 
Bates offer'd. 

25 Rec'd Letter from Mr. Ferrol. 

27 86 deaths at Pbilad» today tho' most of the'iuhab* have fled to the 
Country. 

28 Committed Jas. Johnson to Gaol cherry theft. 

29 Gerry arrived at Boston from France. 

80 In the 48 hours last to Oct. 1 at Philadelphia 115 Persons die of 
their pest fever, at New York in 24 hours 49 die Octob. 1. But at Bos- 
ton tho* very mortal nothing like Philadelphia— begins to rebate. 

October. • 

1 Went Milton & on top Blue hill up a Stage with Spyglass glorious 
prospect. 

6 Sent answer to L. Ferol No. 71 Catherine street, New York. 
Committed Nat Stanlev to Gaol Theft. 

7 Furious storm drives thro* all back side house. 

8 World agape for Buonaparte's Marine expedition. English ac- 
counts & American Tories took him prisoner sundry times, but yet he 
escapes & they cannot find him out. 

II If a Mason for 4 minutes work & a Gallon of mortar has half a 
dollar, what ought I to have for my services who spent thousands of 
•dollars for books, &c ? 

14 N. Lyon of Vermont prosecuted on Sedition Act fin'd 1500 dol. 
& 4 months imprisonment. 

17 Paid half a dollar to Marsh for four minutes work only plaster- 
ing round chimney. 

18 Steels begin bring Thursday chronicle. 
28 Prisoners broke Gaol. 

24 T. Adams printer of the Chron^ indict in High fed. Court Wm. 
Patterson judge. 

25 Load Wood Jem got by work for F. A. oxen. 

26 Met with Sec'y Avery, says Gen^ Knox has stop'd paym. for 
120.000*01. 
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31 Col. Peirce of Hillsboro. N. H. good republican. Wm. Patterson 
& J. Lowel at Circuit Court Boston charge Grand jury who find Bill vs. 
T. Adams Editor of Chronicle for publishing Sydney tried adjourned 
to l"* June next— When Ben Fairbanks & Brown since prosecuted for 
Lib. Pole in Dedham are to be tried. 

November. 

5 Choice of Fed. Rep. Otis 22. Heath 162 here. 

6 Benj. Fairbanks & o'rs hall'd before fed Court. 

7 Devil reigns in Vermont. Judges and Justices all turnd out 
office for not returning back to Britain. 

10 Buonaparte & French fleet again taken by Ben RussePs beloved 
Britons. 

12 Work'd highway out. 

14 Pitcher's horse off'd a 60*oi 6i years old. 

15 Received the Bee again of yesterday 14^. 

16 Bo't a black horse 6 years old of Rus. Pitcher, Attleboro 55***>i 

19 Dover Road copies for Ira S. C. 7.l2i 

20 Furious storm 

21 Wild Geese fly S. 22 fine Sleying. 

28 D^" Logan been to France & has done more towards Peace than all 
the Envoys of the Brito Amer Gov't of Adams. 

24 Good Sleying still. Mid winter like 

29 Thanks^ving. Some sleys yet. 

30 Hand bills again killing the 4^^ or 5^^ time Tyger Buonaparte, & 
times not yet. 

Winter begins 20^ & holds on sleding &c : which is a month earlier 
than usual. 

Anthony Haswel Rep. printer Bennington Vermont Treneau & 
Paine Rep. printers Chariest. S. C. Timothy & Mason Renegades same 
place 

December. 

2 New occasions to pity the weakness of human nature Seeing N 
Kingsberry &c : accept Asses" foreign Tax 1 1 1 

6 Leonard from Kaynham Lawyer son of Zeph^ looking 

11 Lewis Stageman makes great failure bringmg up papers & on that 
account only I engag'd Steel to bring Thursday's Chron. but both fail &. 
lay the blame to the printer. 

13 Sent to Hartford by Steel for stone jambs. 

22 Barlow's Letter published in the Cent^ Major Ben done one good 
thing 

{To he continued.) 



BIRTHS IN STOUGHTONHAM (NOW SHARON). 

By William R. Mann. 

{Continued from Vol. VIIL.page 134.) 

Esther Capen, dau. of Doct. Samuel and Sarah, April 7, 1792. 
Elizabeth Capen, dau. of Doct. Samuel and Sarah, January 26, 1794. 
Sarah Capen, dau. of Doct Samuel and Sarah, August 20, 1798. 
Abner Drake, son of Archippus and Mary, December 14, 1779. 
Sarda Drake, son of Archippus and Mary, August 7, 1781. 



1898.] 8T0U0HT0NUAM BIRTHS. 27 

£Iijah Drake, son of Archippus and Mary, May 30, 1783. 
Calvin Drake, son of Archippus and Mary, October 1, 1788. 
Luther Drake, son of Archippus and Mary, February 7, 1793. 
Eliza Drake, dau. of Abner and Marget, February 11, 1801. 
Nathaniel Morse Billings, son of Leonard and Lucy, April 27, 1802. 
Ruth Whittemore, dau. of Joshua and Ruth, June 24, 1799. 
Hannah Baker, dau. of John and Abigail, April 27, 1 803. 
Macy Hixson, son of Richard and Hannah, August 27, 1803. 
Fanny Gannett, dau. of Joseph and Abigail, January 28, 1802. 
Oliver Johnson, son of Benjamin and Charlotte, May 4, 1785. 
Benjamin Johnson, son of Benjamin and Charlotte, March 6, 1787. 
Lucy Johnson, dau. of Benjamin and Charlotte, February 3, 1789. 
Nathaniel Johnson, son of Benjamin and Charlotte, June 24, 1791. 
Jesse Johnson, son of Benjamin and Charlotte. December 20, 1793. 
Nathaniel Johnson, son of Benjamin and Charlotte, May 8, 1798. 
Warren Morse, son of Eliphalet and Marcy, Sept. 10, 1785. 
Anna Morse, dau. of Eliphalet and Marcy, March 2, 1787. 
Delight Morse, dau. of Eliphalet and Marcy, July 28, 1791. 
Caty Morse, dau. of Eliphalet and Marcy, March 22, 1797. 
Ruthe Morse, dau. of Eliphalet and Marcy, October 1st, 1798. 
Edward Robbins Morse, son of Eliphalet and Marcy,October 14, 1802. 
Eunice Glover, dau. of Thomas and Eunice, August 26, 1793. 
Lois Glover, dau. of Thomas and Eunice, September 29, 1785. 
Sukey Glover, dau. of Thomas and Eunice, September 5, 1790. 
Thomas Glover, son of Thomas and Eunice, July 21, 1792. 
Polly Glover, dau. of Thomas and Eunice, September 16, 1794. 
Elijah Glover, son of Thomas and Eunice, April 29, 1797. 
Eliza Glover, dau. of Thomas and Eunice, May 6, 1801. 
Susanna Savage, dau. of William Jr. and Susanna, January 19, 1804. 
David Gay, son of Solomon and Abigail, November 19, 1775. 
Luther Gay, son of Solomon and Abigail, May 6 1777. 
Timothy Gay, son of Solomon and Abigail, February 1, 1779. 
Hannah Gay, dau. of Solomon and Abigail, March 6, 1781. 
Betsey Gay, dau. of Solomon and Abigail, January 1st, 1783. 
Seth Gay, son of Solomon and Abigail, March 10, 1785. 
John Smith, son of John and Katherine, July 28, 1804. 
Olive Hewins, dau. of Enoch Jr. and Hannah, September 6, 1802. 
Roxey Hewins, dau. of Enoch Jr. and Hannah, December 2, 1804. 
Anna Hewins, dau. of Enoch Jr. and Hannah, August 31, 1799. 
Nabbe Hewins, dau. of Enoch Jr. and Hannah, February 4, 1801. 
Lucy Hewins, dau. of Enoch Jr. and Hannah, November 17, 1803. 
Joseph D. Hewins, son of Joseph Jr. and Dorothy, April 8, 1803, 
Anna Swift, dau. of Samuel and Anna, November 13, 1798. 
Mar}' Swift, dau. of Samuel and Anna, May 13, 1800. 
Otis Swift, son of Samuel and Anna, December 11, 1802. 
Nancy Fisher Talbot, dau. of Josiah and Susanna, July 26, 1802. 
Lucy Holmes, dau. of Oliver and Lucy, April 23, 1803. 
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Benjamin Randall, so called son of Eliza and Palasear, Feb. 25, 1804. 
Harriot Smith, dau. of Israel Jr. and Ziporah, December 2, 1798. 
Abba Smith, dau. of Israel Jr. and Ziporah, August 24, 1800. 
Israel Smith, son of Israel Jr. and Ziporah, March 5, 1802. 
Caroline Smith, dau. of Israel Jr. and Ziporah, February 19, 1804. 
Samuel Monk, son of Samuel and Hannah, January 7, 1801. 
Daniel Monk, son of Samuel and Hannah, September 21, 1802. 
Ziba Monk, son of Samuel and Hannah, August 21, 1804. 
Uriah Johnson, son of Uriah and Clarissa, September 21, 1803. 
Benjamin Fairbanks, son of Benjamin and Sophia, July 6, 1790. 
Sophia Fairbanks, dau. of Benjamin and Sophia, October 10, 1792. 
'Caty Wade, dau. of Ira and Elizabeth, April 19, 1790. 
Ebenezer Wade, son of Ira and Elizabeth, April 30, 1792. 
Eli White, son of Simeon and Elizabeth, October 2) 1797. 
Betsey White, dau. of Simeon and Elizabeth, April 15, 1800. 
Anna White, dau. of Simeon and Elizabeth, February 12, 1802. 
Rufus White, son of Simeon and Elizabeth, September 26, 1804. 
Daniel Swift, son of Samuel and Anna, September 2B, 1804. 
Nathan Drake, son of Nathan and Jane, June 1, 1787. 
Lucy Drake, dau. of Nathan and Jane, January 16, 1789. 
Esther Drake, dau. of Nathan and Jane, February 7, 1791. 
Jane Drake, dau. of Nathan and Jane, November 3, 1793. 
Jeremy Drake, son of Nathan and Jane, April 4, 1796. 
Moses Drake, son of Nathan and Jane, November 27, 1797. 
Asa Drake, son of Nathan and Jane, July 10, 1799. 
Ebenezer Drake, son of Nathan and Jane, February 26, 1803. 
Lucy Savells, dau. of John and Anna, February 5, 1802. 
Daniel Stone, son of Doctor Daniel and Hitty, September 27, 1803. 
Betsey Fisher, dau. of Jacob and Sarah, December 28, 177-. 
Sally Bixby Stone, dau. of Doctor Daniel and Hitty, August 1, 1805. 
Louisa Belcher, dau. of Jonathan and Hannah, December 22, 1803. 
Almira Belcher, dau. of Jonathan and Hannah, June 2, 1805. 
Mary Tucker Baker, dau. of John and Abigail, November 18, 1805. 
Almira Capen Hewins, dau. of Elkanah and Hannah, Jan. 23, 1804. 
John Capen Hewins, son of Elkanah and Hannah, July 21, 1805. 
Harriet Billings Savage,dau. of William Jr. and Susanna, Oct. 11,1805. 
Hartford Drake, son of George and Rebecca, February 26, 1800. 
Willard Drake, son of George and Rebecca, December 2, 1801. 
Sanford Drake, son of George and Rebecca, December 3, 1803. 
Phineas Harlow, son of Ebenezer and Mary, December 2, 1805. 
Martin Hewins, son of Mary Hewins, September 28, 1789. 
Abigail Clap, son of Samuel and Abigail, June 14, 1802. 
Betsey Clap, son of Samuel and Abigail, October 21, 1804. 
Leavitt Hewins, son of Leavitt and Betsey, March 22, 1801. 
Luther Gay Hewins, son of Leavitt and Betsey, November 27, 1802. 
Betsey Hewins, dau. of Leavitt and Betsey, March 18, 1804. 
Lydia Curtis, dau. of Francis and Lydia, April 3, 1805. 
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Polly Richards, dau. of Benjamin Jr. and Ruthe, November 1, 1797. 
Charles Richards, son of Benjamin Jr. and Ruthe, January 16, 1800. 
Billings Richards, son of Benjamin Jr. and Ruthe, December 7, 1802. 
Asa Harlow, son of Otis and Betsey, December 80, 1806. 
Elizabeth Estey, dau. of Samuel and Elizabeth, May 6, 1805. 
Olive Johnson, dau. of Isaac and Olive, June 24, 1798. 
Lucas Johnson, son of Isaac and Olive, April 10, 1801. 
Charles Johnson, son of Isaac and Olive, June 16, 1805. 
Luther Clark, son of Elkanah and [ ], January 25, 1796. 

Payson Clark, son of Elkanah and! ]. May 28, 1797. 

Nehemiah Clark, son of Elkanah and [ ], October 20, 1799. 

Elijah Dunbar Hewins,son of Joseph Jr. and Dorothy, February 9,1807. 
Lewis Smith, son of Israel and Zipporah, January 17, 1806. 
Charles Holmes, son of Oliver and Lucy, May 4, 1806. 
Silas Bullard, son of Ebenezer and Judith, January 8, 1774. 
Deborah Bullard, dau. of Silas and Betsey, March 7, 1799. 
Betsey Bullard, dau. of Silas and Betsey, February 13, 1801. 
Silas Bullard, son of Silas and Betsey, October 8, 1802. 
Eunice Bullard, dau. of Silas and Betsey, June 12, 1804. 
Mary Bullard, dau. of Silas and Betsev, April 25, 1806. 
Hiram Leonard, son of Nathaniel and Susanna, October 25, 1808. 
Hitty Leonard, dau. of Nathaniel and Susanna, October 28, 1806. 
Maria Pettee, dau. of Seth and Huldah, August 5, 1803. 
Chloe Pettee, dau. of Seth and Huldah, May 28, 1805. 
James Billings, son of Beriah and Anna, April 8, 1785. 
Nancy Capen, dau. of Elijah and Nancy, September 22, 1806. 
Hannah Gay, dau. of David and Hannah, August 23, 1805. 
Nabby Billings, dau. of Jesse and Abip;ail, September 4, 1800. 
Sanford Billings, son of Jesse and Abigail, March 25, 1803. 
Anna Billings, dau. of Jesse and Abigail, August 5, 1805. 
Ebenezer Hewins, son of Ebenezer and Anna, October 29, 1805. 
Aaron Blake Baker, son of John and Abigail, October 29, 1807. 
Hervey Tolman, son of William Jr. and Eunice, June 3, 1800. 
Elijah Tolman, son of William Jr. and Eunice, June 26, 1802. 
Eunice Tolman, dau. of William Jr. and Eunice, December 11, 1804. 
Betsey Tolman, dau. of William Jr. and Eunice, December 18, 1806. 
Lavine Hewins, dau. of David and Hannah, December 8, 1799. 
Hannah Hewins, dau. of David and Hannah, July 15, 1803. 
Amasa Hewins, son of Amasa and Esther, July 11, 1795. 
Royal Hewins, son of Amasa and Esther, December 24, 1796. 
Esther Hewins, dau. of Amasa and Esther, June 19, 1799. 
William Hewins, son of Amasa and Esther, June 7, 1801. 
Nathaniel Adams Hewins, son of Amasa and Esther, June 25, 1808. 
Zebia Hewins, dau. of Amasa and Esther. April 19, 1806. 
Adeline Hewins, dau. of Enoch Jr. and Hannah, August 13. 1807. 
Albert Stone, son of Doctor Daniel and Hitty, June 28, 1807. 

(To he continued.) 
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REVOLUTIONARY MUSTER ROLLS. 



A List of the men that Marched From Dedhani at the Allarm on 
the Nineteenth of Last April — Under the Command of Cap* George 
Gould. 







Distance of 


Time 








Travel to The amounts 


of 


Whole 


Mens Names 


Rank and from home at a penny 


Service 


Amount 






per mile 










Miles s. d. 


Days 




George Gould 


Cap* 


22 1.10 


8 £ 0.14. 8. 1 


Richard Woodward Lieu* 


28 2. 4 


3 


0.10.10. 3 


Israel Everet 


Serjeant 


30 2. 6 


3 


0. 7. 7. 3 


Joseph Whiting 


Serj* 


26 2. 2 


2 


0. 5. 7. 


William Gay- 


Serj* 


30 2. 6 


8 


0. 7. 7. 3 


Israel Fairbanks 


Corporal 


26 2. 2 


2 


0. 5. 3. 2 


Abel Ellis 


Private 


28 2. 4 


2 


0. 5. 2. 1 


Samuel Whiting 


4( 


33 2. 9 


2 


0. 5. 7. 1 


Stephen Whiting 


(( 


26 2. 2 


2 


0. 5. 0. 1 


Oliver Smith 


(( 


26 2. 2 


2 


0. 5. 0. 1 


Daniel Gay Ju' 


(I 


33 2. 9 


2 


0. 5. 7. 1 


Jonas Humphrey 


(( 


30 2. 6 


2 


0. 5. 4. 1 


Joseph Metcalf 
Benjamin Wether! 


u 


30 2. 6 


2 


0. 5. 4. 1 


by 


33 2. 9 


2 


0. 5. 7. 


Samuel Bill 


(( 


28 2. 4 


2 


5. 2. 1 


Isaac Stowel 


(( 


34 2.10 


H 


7.10. 


Nathaniel Gay 


(( 


30 2. 6 


2 


5. 4. 1 



5.12.10. 1 
The above is a true list 

George Gould Capt 

Colony of Massachusetts bay Janry 1, 1776 
Cap* George Gould made oath to the truth of the above roll by 
him subscribed according to the best of his knowledge 

Before Sam Holten 

Just, peace thro' the Colony. 

Watertown Febru^ 1»* 1776. 

The Subscribers a Com® Appointed to examine Muster rolls, 
hereby certify that the above is a true Copy of the Orig^ 

S. HoLTEN > p^^e 

Micrf Farley f ^°™ 
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In Council Feb^ 1st 1876 read & allowed & ordered that a 
Warr* be drawn on the Treas' for 5. 12. lOJ in full of this roll 

Perez Morton Dpy Sec' 

[Endorsed] A trew muster ole of y* Laram List of the men in 
Dedham [also] Capt George Goulds muster Roll Minute Men 
Dedham 5. 12. lOJ Copy 

[Rev. Rolls, xii., 108, Mass. Archives.] 



A list of a Company that Marched from the third parish in Ded- 
ham in the Alarm occasioned by the Lexington battle on April 19, 
1775, under the Command of Capt Daniel Draper in Col. Davis 
Regiment. 





Miles 
distance 


days 
allowed 


Total 


Daniel Draper Cap* 


24 


6 


1. 7. 8. 2 


Nathan Ellis Seri. 
Tim<> Draper Serj. 


24 


6 


12. 3. 1 


24 


4 


8.10. 1 


Job Buckminster 


24 


4 


7. 8. 2 


David Ellis 


24 


6 


10. 6. 3 


Amasa Farington 


24 


2 


4.10. 1 


Ezra Gay 


24 


6 


10. 6. 3 


Jerem Baker 


24 


2 


4.10. 1 


Enoch Kinsbury 


24 


4 


7. 8. 2 


Jon* Onion 


24 


2 


4.10 1 


Aaron Ellis 


24 


2 


4.10. 1 


Sam' Colborn J' 


24 


2 


4.10 1 


William Gay 


24 


2 


4.10. 1 


Jon* Whiting 


24 


2 


4.10. 1 


Simeon Colburn 


24 


2 


4.10. 1 


John Colburn 


24 


6 


10. 6. 8 


Joseph Dean 


24 


2 


4.10. 1 


And^ Lewis 


24 


2 


4.10. 1 


Fisher Whiting 


24 


2 


4.10. 1 


Daniel Gay 


24 


2 


4.10. 1 


Seth Gay 


24 


1 


3. 5. 


Jonr Ellis 


24 


2 


4.10. 1 


Isaac Whiting 


24 


2 


4.10. 1 


Nath. Colburn 


24 


4 


7. 8. 2 



;^8.15. Oi 

Suffolk ss. Jany 5, 1776. Then Capt" Daniel Draper came 

before me & made Solemn oath that the above Muster rolls is just & 
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true according to his best knowledge. Before Nat Sumner Jus. pacis 
Exam^ & compared with the original 



by JosiAH Johnson ) ,, .ee 
Jonas Dix \ ^^^ 



In Council March 27th 1776. 

Read & allowed .& thereupon Ordered that a Warrant be drawn 
on the Treas'^ for £ 8. 15. 0^ in full discharge of the within roll 

Perez Morton, 

D. Sec"^ 

[Endorsed] Dedham Capt Dan^ Drapers Roll 
Copy £ 8. 15. OJ 

[Rev. Rolls, xiL, 33.] 

WILLIAM GORDON PRINCE. 

Mr. Prince, a graduate of Harvard College in the class of 1823, 
died at his home on River Place, on Monday, December 20, 18^7. 
He was bom in Boston, March 10, 1803, and was the surviving 
member of his class, as well as the second oldest graduate of the 
College. He was the son of James and Agnes (Gordon) Prince. It is 
hoped that a sketch of his life will soon appear in the Register. 



Mrs. CHARLOTTE (BILLINGS) RUSSELL. 

Mrs. Russell died on December 20, at the age of 75 years. She 
was the daughter of William Ha3mes and Charlotte (Billings) Mann, 
and was born in Dedham September 24, 1822. See Register, 
(vii., 64) for April, 1896. 

Note. 

1. John Golding. — In the article on Mr. Golding in the 
Register (viii. 77) for July, 1897, 18th line, the date when Mr. 
Barrows and others came to Dedham should be 1825, instead of 1835. 

(Mrs.) J. B. Whitmore, 

North Duxbury. 

Query. 

1. Dedham Plain. — The Massachusetts Troops mustered on 
Dedham Plain, December 9, 1675, en route to the Narragansett Swamp 
Fight. Can the Camp Ground be located t 

A. A. FoLsoM, 
For Mass. Soc. Col. Wars. 
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ERASTUS WORTHINGTON. 
By Hon. Frederick D. Ely. 

T^RASTUS WORTHINGTON, Vice-President of the 
-*— ^ Dedham Historical Society, who died at his home on 
Chestnut Street, Dedham, Massachusetts,on the twentieth 
day of January, 1898, was a citizen eminently worthy of 
special mention and grateful memorial in the pages of 
the Register. He was born in Dedham, November 
25, 1828. He was the son of Erastus and Sally 
(Ellis) Worthington. From both parents he inherited 
those moral and christian virtues characteristic of the 
homes of New England. His father, whom he remark- 
ably resembled in his tastes and modes of life, was a grad- 
uate of Williams College, and a lawyer by profession ; a 
member of the General Court, 1814 and 181 5 ; a promoter 
of the incorporation of the Norfolk Mutual Fire Insur- 
ance Company, and its first secretary for fifteen years. 
He wrote and published, in 1810, " An Essay on the Es- 
tablishment of a Chancery Jurisdiction in Massachusetts," 
advocating the adoption of a system of jurisprudence then 
held in little esteem by the people of Massachusetts, but 
half a century later becoming a part of the statute law of 
the Commonwealth. He also wrote and published a His- 
tory of Dedham, 1635 to 1827, which is a work of merit. . 
The subject of this sketch, after attending the public 
schools in Dedham, was fitted for college in the Attle- 
borough Academy. He was admitted to Brown Univer- 
sity in 1846, and graduated in the class of 1850. Having 
chosen the law as his profession, he pursued his studies . 
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in the office of his eldest brother, Ellis Worthington, in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and in the office of Hon. Ezra 
Wilkinson, Dedham, and at the Harvard Law School, 
Cambridge, where he received the degree of LL.B. in 1853. 

At the February Term, 1854, of the Supreme Judicial 
Court, holden at Dedham, he was admitted to the bar. 
In the spring of 1862 he was a teacher in the Dedham 
High School. Soon after his admission to the bar, he 
became, a partner of the late Hon. David A. Simmons, 
then a leading lawyer in Boston. In 1856 he was made 
Register of the Court of Insolvency, and held that office 
until July, 1858. He then opened a law office in Dedham. 
When the office now known as that of Trial Justice was 
established, in 1858, he was appointed by Gov. Nathaniel 
P. Banks, one of the Trial Justices of Norfolk County, 
and held that office until he entered upon his duties as 
Clerk of Courts'for Norfolk County in January, 1867. He 
was elected Clerk of Courts in November, 1866, and held 
this important and responsible office for thirty years. In 
his native town he was often the moderator of its town 
meetings, a member of its school committee from 1856 to 
1865, one of its auditors, assessors, and on numerous oc- 
casions a member of its most important committees. Mr. 
Worthington received these official positions, not by the 
acts of the politician, not by a surrender of his independ- 
ence of thought or action, but by the esteem of those by 
whom he was best known. 

He was a member of the Republican Party, and for 
many years a very earnest and active member, but he did 
not hesitate to criticize the management of that party and 
its candidates, even to endangering the security of his 
principal office. In 1867, by request of the School Com- 
mittee, he prepared an article giving the names applied to 
the several schools and the reasons that influenced the 
Committee in adoptingthem. This article was published 
as an appendix to the School Committee's report for i866-7. 
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Following in the footsteps of his father, Mr. Worth- 
ington was, from his youth, a sincere and devoted 
member of the Episcopal Church, and for a score of years 
and more the clerk, or vestryman, or warden of St. Paul's 
Episcopal Church, in Dedham. His constant attendance 
at public worship, and his service as a teacher and, in the 
absence of a rector, superintendent of the Sunday School, 
and his activity in church work was unsurpassed and 
probably unequalled by any of his associates. 

Notwithstanding these varied and numerous duties 
which would seem to have been enough to engage the 
attention and try the energy of any man, Mr.Worthington 
was well-read in general literature. He especially excelled 
in historical studies. His knowledge of persons and 
events pertaining to colonial as well as more recent his- 
tory of Massachusetts, and in particular of Norfolk County 
and the town of Dedham, was ample and accurate. It 
was the fruit of long continued and exhaustive research. 
His " The Bench and Bar," and " History of Dedham," 
which make a part of the volume entitled " History of 
Norfolk County, " are very valuable contributions to local 
history. 

By invitation of the town of Dedham, Mr. Worthing- 
ton delivered the address at the Dedication of Memorial 
Hall, in Dedham, September 29, 1868, and the historical 
address at the Celebration of the 250th Anniversary of 
the Incorporation of the Town, September 21, 1886. 
Each of these addresses was admirably suited to the 
occasion, and in thought, language and eloquent delivery, 
elicited gratifying expressions of approval from the 
people. They were deemed worthy of preservation, and 
were printed and widely distributed by the Town. 

Of Mr. Worthington's worth to the Dedham Histori- 
cal Society it is difficult to speak within the bounds of 
moderation. It is true that he was not one of its founders, 
but very early in its life he became a very active and 
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efficient associate member. In the Act of the General 
Court, to incorporate it, approved April 23, 1862, his name 
appears as a corporator. He was its Vice-President from 
1888, and one of its Curators from 1865, to the date of his 
decease, and one of its chroniclers, 1879-1882. Of the 
thirty-five papers read before the Society, to January 8,. 
1890, he wrote and read seven. Since that date he has 
contributed nine carefully prepared papers for the Reg- 
ister, besides numerous reports. These papers are valu- 
able contributions to our local history. They evidence 
careful and thorough research, and an earnest and, indeed, 
successful endeavor to recover from dread forgetfulness, 
facts which must ever be interesting and instructive ta 
our people. These are, indeed the most conspicuous 
labors of Mr. Worthington in the interest of this Society,, 
but they meagrely portray his constant and thoughtful 
and well-directed efforts in promoting and upbearing 
every purpose and object for which it was established. 
It may be truly affirmed that in this work his zeal never 
flagged, and his hand never grew weary. 

On the twenty-fifth of November, 1861, Mr. Worthing-^ 
ton was married to Elizabeth Foster, daughter of Robert 
and Caroline (Morton) Briggs. It was a happy union. 
Their children are Caroline Morton, Erastus, Robert 
Briggs, Alvan Fisher, Arthur Morton and John Winthrop.. 

Mr. Worthington's life was pure, laborious, useful and 
honorable. At the University and the Law School he 
was a careful and earnest student. In the practice of his« 
profession he was faithful to his clients, to his brethern 
and to the Court. In his family he was a devoted, 
husband and f ather,thoughtf ul of the comfort and welfare 
of all beneath his roof-tree, unsparing of his means in the 
education of his children, and unceasingly vigilant in 
warning and protecting them from every evil to which they 
might be exposed. His mind and character were cast in 
such a mold as to inspire confidence in those who stood. 
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nearest to him. His personality was strong, positive and 
independant. His honesty of opinion as well as action 
was beyond the reach of temptation. Far from insensible 
to the approval or censure of his fellow-men, neither could 
turn him from that course of action which he deemed to 
be right To do his duty, as he saw it, not as others saw 
it, was his constant aspiration and determination. 



CONTROVERSY OVER DEDHAM'S GRANT 
TO THE NATICK INDIANS.^ 
By Prank Smith. 

Dedham's grant of two thousand acres of land, for an 
Indian settlement at Natick, occasioned a long contro- 
versy with the Apostle Eliot, as he desired to extend the 
line on the south side of Charles River, as far as Trout 
Brook in the present territory of Dover. This the town 
of Dedham opposed, as they claimed their grant to be 
wholly on the north side of the river. 

When in 1650, the Apostle Eliot decided to concen- 
trate his efforts, and to congregate the praying Indians 
together, he made application to Dedham through his 
friend, the Rev. John AUin, for a grant of land at Natick. 
The town took the matter under serious consideration, 
for the proposition to grant land for the erection of an 
Indian village at Natick, was considered a matter of great 
concernment, and it was thought best to nominate a com- 
mittee to consider the matter, and report to the selectmen. 

' The preparation of the paper, of which this is the substance, read before 
the Dedham Historical Society, Jan. 5, 1893, was made possible through the 
published records of the town, edited by Don Gleason Hill, Esq. 

All engaged in historical research appreciate Mr. HilPs labors, and those 
interested in the subject are referred to Vol. IV. of Dedham Records, where 
copies are given from the Mass. Colonial Records, Mass. Archives and 
Suffolk Coimty Court Files. 

The accompanying plan follows a tracing from the State map, slightly re- 
duced, with several historic sites marked. 
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In 165 1, Eliot petitioned for the aid and sympathy of 
the General Court, in gaining a proper grant for his In- 
dian work. Dedham generously decided to allow for the 
furtherance of the Indian plantation at Natick, 2000 acres 
within their bounds, provided the Indians should lay 
down all other claims to land within the town bounds, 
and forbear the setting of traps in unenclosed grounds. 
This grant was approved by the General Court. The In- 
dian settlement flourished and soon had a population of 
fifteen hundred souls. A stockaded village was laid out 
with long streets on both sides of the river, connected by 
a bridge, which the Indians built themselves. 

This improvement of land on the south side of the 
Charles River led to the controversy, as Dedham claimed 
that her grant did not include any land on this side, and 
and that the grant was made on the condition already re- 
ferred to, which the Indians never performed. Dedham 
bore with the encroachment of the Indians for a while, 
but when Mr. Eliot began to build a mill on the brook, 
the inhabitants protested. He was strenuous in his de- 
sires and determined in his efforts to extend the line as 
far as the brook. This the inhabitants of Dedham op- 
posed, as "the land was the fittest place to turn of horses 
and loose cattle, that the town had. " 

In 1653 a committee was appointed by the General 
Court to consider the difficulties between the inhabitants 
of Dedham and several Indians, about land which the In- 
dians challenged within the bounds of Dedham. The 
General Court evidently did not sympathize with the pe- 
titioners, as they were referred to the law for relief in 
their case. The controversy in 1660 was brought before 
an ecclesiastical council, which took evidence and recom- 
mended, "that the brethren of Dedham be desired for 
Christ's sake, lovingly to grant unto the Indians the lands 
now possessed by them, in question on the south side of 
of the river, and that the worth of the land be duly esti- 
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mated, and the General Court be desired to grant unto 
Dedham such lands elsewhere as may be equivalent 
thereto." 

Acting upon this recommendation the town chose 
Lieut. Joshua Fisher and Serg. Daniel Fisher to treat 
or receive any lands in exchange. None being offered, 
however, there was no way out of the difficulty but to 
resort to the law, consequently the case was carried to 
the County Court. 

Dedham attached, in 1661, the goods of the Indians 
about Natick,who improved any of the town lands,besides 
the two thousand acres, which.the town tendered for the 
furtherance of the Indian work at the westerly end of 
their bounds on the north side of the river. The town of 
Dedham received a verdict in its favor, which was refused 
by the magistrate. At this time public sentiment was 
strongly in favor of the Indian settlement, and the work 
as superintended by Mr. Eliot. Much testimony was 
given in the case, and some was of great interest. 

The Rev. Mr. AUin testified in substance as follows: 
In the summer of 1650 Mr. Eliot desired Capt. Lusher and 
myself to go with him and take a view of the place, and 
then desired us to mediate with the town to grant us 
lands about Natick, unto a brook about a mile this side 
of Natick Hill, also to grant some of our lands on the 
other side of Charles River. 

The town appointed a committee to view the place,and 
at another meeting did consider and discourse upon it, 
but made no note or act about it, yet by the expression 
of many I conceived that most were inclinable to the 
motion on Natick side, on the north side of the river, but 
for his demand on the south side it was alleged that the 
lands on the other side were sufficient for the Indians 
and, therefore, the town refused to yield any thing there' 
and of these things I informed Mr. Eliot. 
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Mr. Eliot presented an elaborate defense of the rights 
of the "poor Indian at Natick in their rightful enjoyment 
of their houses, orchards, cornfields and other labors, 
against the town of Dedham, who sued them, to take 
away their land, and drive them into the wll 1 ^rness again." 
In reply to Mr. Allen's testimony, that it wis only an in- 
clination on the part of Dedham to favor the Indians, Mr. 
Eliot said : There are several degrees of inclination, and 
a strong inclination, as bent of heart is equivalent to a 
consent, and such was the inclination of Dedham towards 
this work. 

The year after our beginnings, Dedham gave 2000 
acres towards the work, and their title which they received 
from the General Court they did give to the town of 
Natick, through the General Court, who accepted and 
ratified the same by public record, so these lands belong 
to Natick and not to Dedham, and the lands now sued 
for are a part of those 2000 acres given to the town of 
Natick. If this gift did not include our present begin- 
nings and possessions, they ought to have excepted them, 
their silence then is a consent forever after. 

Mr. Eliot further claimed that Dedham had no right 
to the title of the disputed lands at Natick, held there as 
a gift from Josias, who did in the year 1650, solemnly, in 
God's presence, give up the right to these lands unto 
God, to make a town, gather a church, and live in civil 
order. It is interesting to note that Mr. Eliot says that 
the land on the south side of the Charles river was a 
peculiar hunting ground of the Indians, and that it be- 
longed to the Sachem Wompituk, whose daughter mar- 
ried Chickatabut. Dedham was anxious to settle the con- 
troversy, and asked Mr. Eliot to refer the settlement to 
some judicious friends to judge of the title of the lands, 
but he refused to arbitrate the case. 

The court rendered in substance May 7, 1662, the fol- 
lowing decision. Although the legal rights of Dedham 
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thereto cannot in justice be denied, yet such have been 
the encouragements of the Indians in their improvements 
thereof, the which added to their native rights, which 
cannot in strict justice be utterly extinct, do therefore 
order that the Indians be not dispossessed of such lands 
as they at present are possessed of there, but the same 
with convenient accommodations for wood and lumber 
and highways thereto be set out and bounded by a com- 
mittee, and that the damage thereby sustained by Ded- 
ham, together with the expense of suit, be also consid- 
ered, and such allowance made them out of Natick lands, 
or others yet lying in common as they shall judge equal. 
The committee found that the Indians had taken some 
4000 acres of Dedham's land, and the General Court 
granted Dedham 8000 acres of land in any convenient 
place or places not exceeding two, where it can be found 
free from grants. 

This grant the town of Dedham accepted, and in 
May, 1665, Joshua Fisher laid out a tract of land contain- 
ing 8000 acres at a place called Pocumtuck, northwest 
from Hadley, about ten miles, now the town of Deerfield. 
This controversy illustrates well the old story found again 
and again on the pages of history, repeated alike in the 
lives of individuals, institutions and governments, the 
mistake of not definitely understanding one another in a 
business transaction. Had the bounds of the grant been 
established at the time, and the Indians made to keep 
within the bounds, all the prejudice, ill-feeling, expense 
and trouble might have been avoided. So long as the 
Indians lived in a stockaded village, with a narrow street, 
on the south side of Charles River, Dedham did not ob- 
ject, but when they failed to keep their promises in regard 
to the setting of traps and extending their orchards 
and planted fields far to the southward, the inhabitants 
of Dedham put in a most emphatic protest, based upon 
their rights, which were finally vindicated by the courts. 
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INDIAN DEEDS OF DEDHAM. 

O151 April 18, 1685, Charles Josias alias Wampatuck 
gave a confirmatory deed to the town of Dedham reserv- 
ing " Two Hundred Acres of Land in the Elbow betweene 
Dorchester Line and Naponsett River next the ^ Line 
neare Goodman Vales and other Inhabitants neere the 
Saw Mill of Dedham to be Surveyed and Laid out by the 
Inhabitants thereof within two months next after the date 
hereof: also that my Selfe ^nd y* Puncapogg Indians shall 
have ffuU and ffree Liberty of Hunting according to Law 
within the precints of Dedham aff ores'* " 

It appears by the town records of June 16, 1684, that 
the Selectmen had been " informed that Josias son, the 
Indian Sachem lay claym " to the tract mentioned above 
and that he had made a " tender of the said Tract to 
sale." Serg. Rjchard Ellis was appointed to "search. the 
records and se if any thing may be found to show Ded- 
ham's title to the said land and make return at the first 
opportunity. " 

On October 8, 1688, Charles Josiah, deeded to Na- 
thaniel Paige this tract of land, as shown by the abstract 
below. This deed was given to the Dedham Historical 
Society in September, 1890, by Mr. Albert McDonald^ 
of North Andover, who found it " mixed up with rubbish 
in an old desk he bought at auction. " This deed is given 
in substance below, and the other is referred to in the 
beginning of the abstract. Both are now framed and 
hang side by side back of the President's chair, ai)d to- 
gether they give the Indian title to early Dedham. 

To all people unto whom these presents shall come, Charles 
Josiah son of Josiah son and heir of Chickatabut only Sachem of 
the Massachusetts Country and sole proprietor thereof when the Eng- 
lish arrived in these parts, sendeth greeting. Know ye that whereas 
in a late sale of the town of Dedham to the Inhabitants thereof I re- 
served to myself two hundred acres of land and to my heirs and as- 
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signes to be laid out near Naponset River near the saw mills of the said 
town which is since conveniently laid out as is there covenanted and 
agreed reference thereunto being had. Now be it known that I 
the afore said Charles Josiah Indian Sachem ... in consideration of 
a valuable sume of money to me in hand payd by Nathaniel Paige of 
Boston . . . with the advice and consent knowledge and approbation 
of William Stoughton of Dorchester Esq' and Joseph Dudley of Rox- 
bury Esq' my guardians and prochein amys have given graunted bar- 
gained sold aliened set over enfoeffed and confirmed . . . unto him 
the said Nathaniel Paige all my right title and Interest in or to the 
said land by me reserved and surveyed as abovesaid lying scituate and 
being in the bounds of the aforesaid town of Dedham containing by 
aestimation two hundred acres be the same more or less butted and 
bounded by the lines between the towns Dorchesierjand Roxbury on 
the southward and on all other sides by the common and undisposed 
lands of the said town of Dedham or howsoever otherwise butted and 
bounded. ... To have and to hold possess and enjoy the whole 
aforesaid tract of land containing and bounded as aforesd. . . In 
witness whereof I the said Charles Josiah have here unto set my hand 
and seal the eighth of October Anno Dom. one thousand six hundred 
eighty and five. . . Jacobi secundi Angliae &c primo. 

Charles Josiah signs this instrument by his mark, and 
the following names appear: Robert Momontag and 
William Ahautun as counsellors, William Stoughton and 
Joseph Dudley as guardians, and two witnesses, Samuel 
Williams and Thomas Dudley. 

In due time this tract of land was surveyed, as the 
following copy will show. The original of this report, 
which will be found in the Massachusetts Archives 
(cxxviii., 1 66); and the facts showing the later disposition 
of the land, have been kindly furnished by Charles F. 
Jenney, Esq., of Hyde Park. The map accompanying this 
paper follows a tracing, slightly reduced, of the original 
plan now on file in the same volume of the Archives (165). 
By virtue of a warrant from his Excelency Sr Edmund Andros 
Knight Captain General and Governr in Chiefe of his Majestis teri- 
tory and Dominion of new England bearing Date Boston of April 
1868. 
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I have survaied and Layd out for Mr Nathaniell Paige a Cer- 
taine tract of land being siteuat and lieing to the south west of na- 
ponsett Bridge, within the Limits of the towne of Denham in the 
County of [ ] begining at a Markt tree standing one the 

south side naponsett River wheere the dividing line between Den- 
ham and Doachester croses the said River and runs by said Line by 
a Rainge of Marked tree & stakes south west one degree southerly 
ninety two chaines and then turns north sixty two Chaine to Napon- 
set River and soe by said River as it runs Easterly to the marked 
tree where first begun at in forme trianguler and is bounded south 
and west by Comon Land not Layd out and northerly by Naponset 
River Conteyning within said bounds two hundred Akers. 

Also another tract of Land Lieing to the south east of naponset 
Bridge joyning to the former within the limits of Dorchester bounds 
beginning at the north east Corner of the former tract at the tree 
standing by naponset River and Ranging by the dividing Line 
betweene Dorchester and Denham south west one degree southerly 
thirty three Chaines and then in length on the south side east thirty five 
Chaine to the Contrey Road and then in bredth by the Contrey Road 
north twenty five degrees easterly twenty six chaine and then in 
Length west twenty foure Chaine [to the] tree where first began being 
bounded north east and south west by the Comon not Layd out East 
by the Contrey Road and north west by the former Land Conteyning 
seventy Akers being in all two hundred and seventy Akers. 
Performed this 16th day of Aprill 1688 
Phillip Welles survr 

Nathaniel Paige was in Roxbury, in i686. It is sup-, 
posed that he was a brother of Nicholas, of Boston, 1665, 
who came from Plymouth, England. Gov. Dudley ap- 
pointed him Marshall of Suffolk County, and it is known 
that he bought land and settled in Billerica (Hazen, p. 102 
of Gen. Reg.). His wife was Joanna, and he died on April 
12, 1692, in Boston. Children: — 

Nathaniel, b. about 1679 ; d. at Bedford, Mar. 2, 1755 ; 

m. Nov. 6, 1701, Susanna, dau. of Col. John Lane. 
Elizabeth, m. John Simpkins, of Boston. 
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Sarah, m., Jan. 7, 1698-9, Samuel Hill, Jr., of Boston, who 
was b. Feb. 22, 1671-2, and d. Feb. 17, 1762. 

James, bap. Nov. 28, 1686; d. July 31, 1687. 

Christopher, b. Feb. 6, 1690-1 ; first Deacon at Hard- 
wick, where he d. March 10, 1774. 

Samuel Hill, of Billerica, on May 12, 1725, sold one 
half of the undivided tract to Samuel Foster, of Salem, 
and Joseph Carrell of Dorchester, yeomen ; and the deed 
(Suffolk, Lib. 38, fol. 200) bears the memorandum that 
the bounds given include the full quantity of the two 
hundred acres, one hundred of which do now " appertain 
to Mr. John Simpkins of Boston, Mariner, and Elizabeth 
his wife. " The tract is bounded on the south in part by 
Thomas Paines land and partly by Thomas Metcalfe's ; 
west and northwest by the Neponset River; east and 
south east by Dorchester line. 

John Simpkins, mariner, and Thomas Simpkins, cooper, 
both of Boston, on Sept. 16, 1732, convey to Thomas 
Pemberton, of Boston, mariner, the other one hundred 
acres. See Suffolk Deeds (Lib. 47, fol. 14) and later tran- 
sactions (fol. 38 and 39). This land bounded on land of 
Joseph Carrell in part, partly on Foster's land, and on the 
Neponset River and the Dorchester Line. 



OLD ROAD FROM DEDHAM TO PROVIDENCE 
AND NEW YORK. 

In the interesting articles (Reg. vi., 86, 129; vii., 57.) 
by Mr. C. W. Ernst, much is said about the " Puritan 
Road," so called, and the mail, express and stage-coach 
service over it in early times. The mail and express 
service dated from May i, 1693, and the stage coach from 
1718. The following extracts are taken from two books 
in the possession of Mr. George E. Littlefield, of Boston. 
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A Description of the High-ways and Roads. 
From New York to Boston 278, miles thus accounted. 

XpRom N^w-York to half way House 9 miles, thence to Kings-bridge 
9 mile. To East-chester 6m. to New-Rochelle 4. To Rye 4. To 
Horse neck 7. To Stanford 7. To Norwalk 10. To Fairfield 12. To 
Stratford^. To Miil/ord i^, To NeTv-huvenlO. To Bran/ordlO. To 
Guilford 12. To Killingsworth 10. To Seabrook 12. To New-Lon- 
don 18. To Stoneington 15. To Pemherton 12. To Darby 3. To the 
French Town 24. To Providence 20. To Woodcocks 15. To Billends 
10. To Whites 7. To Dedham 6 and from thence to ^^j/^« 10 mile. 

[From the ** American Almanack," 1713, by Daniel Leeds, New York.] 



For the Benefit of TravellerSj the following account of the lioads 
is now added to this Work. 
From Boston to New-York, the Post Road. 
^^0 Dedham 10, to Kin^s Bridge 7, to Woodcock's 5, to Providence 
15, to Stonington 40, to New- London 16, to Seabrook 14, to Guil- 
ford 18, to Killingsworth 12, to Bradford 10, to New-Haven 10, to 
Milford 10, to Bradford 10, to Fairfield 8, to Norwalk 12, to Stratford 
10, to Horse-Neck 7, to -^^^ 7, to New-Rochel 4, to Colchester 4, to 
-^/«/x ^r/V^i? 6, to the Half-way House 9, to New York 9. 

From Boston to Luninburgh. 
rpo Menotomy 6, to Massey's 5, to Concord 7, to Littletown 10, to 
Groton 7, to Luninburgh 9. (44) 

[Both from the "Young* Secretary's Guide," by J. Hill, 24th ed., Boston, 1750, pp. 177-8.] 

The old road ran by East street, Downey, thence 
probably by Pleasant through Norwood, over the bridge 
near MorrelFs Ink Mill, and on through the edge of 
Sharon, through Foxborough to Wrentham. In the first 
description, "Whites" doubtless referred to Henry 
White's tavern. He had, before I7i3,leased of the Dorches- 
ter proprietors, their school farm of several hundred acres, 
situated just south of Neponset Bridge shown on the 
plan at page 44. The records of the Court of General 
Sessions of the Peace for July 31, 1710, show that Mn 
White was an innholder at that date. 
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" King's Bridge," near Dedham, mentioned in the 
second extract, referred to the same bridge. The distance 
by the old road from Dedham to the bridge was probably 
not far from six miles. In the partition of the White 
estate in 1729 (Suffolk, Lib, 27, fol. 423), Mr. White's dwell- 
ing house is described as on the westerly side of the road, 
and was probably not far south of the bridge. 

The following extract from the Dorchester Town 
Records (4th Report of the Rec. Com. of Boston, pp. 309, 
310) relates to the building of the first bridge in 1652. 
The 8 day of the 6 mo : 

It is agreed by and betweene the Selectmen for the towne of Dor- 
chester and the tyme being and Roger Billinges and Henry Wood- 
ward of the same towne that the said Roger and Henry shall make a 
bridge over the river of Norponsit in the way leading from Dedham 
vnto Rehoboth sufficient and stronge the said bridge to be in bredth 
fower foote standing vpon three sufficient trussells being three foote 
high between the joyntes or their abouts, and duble brased, the 
peeces that lye ouer to be very well pinned and fastned also a rayle 
on either side about twoe foot and a halfe high from the bridge. In 
Consideration whereof they ar to have five poundes to be paid out of 
the next towne rate for the rayles of each side of the bridge they are 
to be paid for over and aboue — to which agrement we haue subscribed 
our handes : 

Robert Howard with the consent and in 
the name of the rest of the Selectmen 
Roger Billing 
Henry H Woodward 



THE SCHOOLS AND TEACHERS OF DEDHAM, 

By Carlos Slafter. 

(Continued from page 10.) 

Three consecutive winters, beginning in 1840, Mr. Joseph 
Underwood taught school in West Dedham. He was a popular 
teacher, but soon turned his attention to the healing art, and 
graduated at the Harvard Medical School in 1847. He was 
born in Charlestown, Mass., Nov. 25, 1820, the son of Joseph and 
Elizabeth Gibson (Tenney) Underwood, and married Sarah G. 
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Brown June 3, 1849. He taught schools in Framingham and 
Easton, and practiced medicine in Cambridge, Arlington, and 
from 1865 in Quincy, where he died, April 1,1881. During the War 
of the Rebellion he did honorable service as a surgeon, and 
suffered for a time the horrors of Libby Prison. 

Miss Mary Emerson taught in West Dedham four summers, 
1840, 41, 42 and 44. She was the daughter of George and 
Nabby Emerson, born Oct. 29, 1819, in West Dedham, where 
she continued to reside till June 2, 1891, on which date she was 
found heinously murdered in her own home. The author of the 
horrible crime is said to have been saved from the gallows by 
the strange obstinacy of a single juryman, who insisted on a ver- 
dict of murder in the second degree. Miss Emerson left the 
bulk of her real estate, value about $2000, to be held by the 
Town of Dedham as a Relief Fund for the benefit of " needy 
single ladies out of the almshouse, whether widows or maiden 
ladies, whose age shall exceed fifty years," excepting in any 
year, a single instance of *' a sick lady in need, though not fifty 
years old," the recipients to reside in the Third Parish. Miss 
Emerson's will is in her own handwriting, a fair indication of 
her self-reliant character. 

In 1839 Miss Lydia Ann Stowe, of Dedham, the daughter of 
Timothy and Lydia (Ford) Stowe, joined at Lexington, Mass., 
the first class of the first Normal School established in this coun- 
try. So it is safe to say that she was the first Normal teacher 
employed in the Dedham schools, East Street being the field of 
her labors in 1841, and South Dedham in 1842. But she did 
not give many years to the pursuit for which she had specially 
prepared herself, for in 1844, October 15, she was married to 
Mr. Robert Adams, of Fall River, and has ever since made that 
place her home ; but during four years she was a member of its 
school board, thus utilizing in some degree her normal school 
training. 

For two winters, 1840-1 and 1841-2, Mr. Samuel S. Dutton 
had charge of the Second Middle School. He was extremely 
fond of singing with his pupils, and the visiting committee often 
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had music crowded upon their atteution when they would have 
been better entertained with prompt and well prepared lessons 
in the regular studies of the school. Mr. Button was afterwards 
during several years the agent for obtaining subscribers to the 
"Christian Witness," the organ of the Episcopal Church in New 
England. His success was remarkable. It was said that no 
man whom he found with two dollars in his pocket, or worthy 
of that amount of credit, ever failed to subscribe; it was the 
only escape from Mr. Button's persistency : what epithets were, in 
consequence, sometimes applied to the agent, it would be invidi- 
ous to mention. This good, but singular man died unmarried 
about 1868. 

In 1840 Miss Betsey Baker was employed fourteen weeks as 
a teacher in the primary department of the West Dedham 
School. The next year she was in charge of the Clapboardtrees 
Summer School, and for several terms of a later date. In 1850 
the primary part of the West Dedham School was intrusted to 
her, and continued in her care until 1859. Vear after year her 
work received high commendation in the Town Reports. All 
this praise was well deserved. She was the daughter of Obed 
and Betsey (Metcalf) Baker, born in West Dedham (now West- 
wood) June 8, 1822. Her education, beyond that afforded by 
the grammar school near her home, was obtained at the Whea- 
ton Female Seminary, Norton, Mass. She was married Sept. 16, 
1861, to Mr. John Tucker, of Watertown, where she spent the 
remainder of her life in a very pleasant home. 

Mr. Charles Aldrich succeeded Mr. Melvin in the First Middle 
School in 1833, continuing there about tliree years. He was the 
son of Ellis and Hannah (White) Aldrich, born in Uxbridge 
Aug. 16, 1807;and was educated in Mendon, Milford and Bolton,, 
the last school being taught by Thomas Frye. In 1836, Sei^t. 
19, he married Ann Bo wen Congdon of Uxbridge ; resided a few 
months in Rochester, N. Y., and then fifteen years in Fall River 
devoted to teaching. The remainder of his life he passed in 
Manchester, N. H., teaching a portion of the time. He died Sept. 
12, 1887, leaving a widow who now resides with her son, Mr* 
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George I. Aklrieli, the superuitetnleut of sclioi)ls tor the city of 
Newton. 

In the winter of 1840-1, Mr. John Haeket, of Holderness, 
N. H., who had been a student and teacher in HoUiston Academy, 
taught 18 weeks in the Mill School. Afterwards he studied 
medicine with Dr. S. S. Whitney of Newton, and soon after 
receiving his medical degree in 1842, while assisting his teacher in 
a post mortem examination, he was accidentally exposed to blood 
poisoning of which he died after a few hours of great sufiEering. 
In the winter of 1841-2 the Mill School was instructed by Mr. 
L. Allen Kingsbury of Needhani, now Wellesley. He was the 
son of Luther and Almira Kingsbury, born March 9, 1818, and 
had been educated at HoUiston and Pliillips Andover Academies. 
He taught in many places, among them in HoUiston and Day 
Academies, till 1850. Of his character as a teacher we fortun- 
ately have the testimony of the late Dr. Alvan Lamson, who 
wrote May 9, 1842 as follows : ''Mr. L. Allen Kingsbury has 
been remarkably successful as a teacher with us the past winter. 
For good order and general proficiency his school has ranked 
among our best. He has given entire satisfaction to the com- 
mittee, and I believe to the district. I consider him as possess- 
ing all the requirements of a good teacher, sufficient literary 
attainments, a talent for discipline and for communicating in- 
struction, correct principles, and pleasant and gentlemanly man- 
ners; and I can very cordially recommend him wherever a 
teacher may be wanted." Dr. Lamson's testimonial was approved 
by Rev. Dr. Burgess and Rev. John White, his associates in 
office. In 1848 Mr. Kingsbury married at Needham, Miss Mary 
Jane Dix; and in 1872, at Wellesley Hills, Charlotte M. Sawyer- 
He still resides at Wellesley Hills where he has always been 
active in town affairs, serving on the school committee twelve 
or fourteen years. His ideas on school music were so well 
approved as to be given a place in the Report of The Massachu- 
setts Board of Education. 

For several years about 1835, Caroline Whiting taught a 
private school at her own home, in Dedham Village. She had 
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taught public schools in several towns of Rhode Island, and was 
for a number of years an assistant teacher in the Academy at 
Kingston in the same state. In 1829 she was the Preceptress 
in the Lawrence Academy, at Groton, Mass. We have her own 
testimony, that she taught the French language and intellectual 
philosophy in that school. She was a lady of varied attainments^ 
being well versed in theology, genealogy, and general and local 
history. During the last years she spent in Dedham she was 
very much of a recluse, and her mind falling into a morbid state 
on that account, she was taken to the home of a brother in 
Clinton where she died the 28th of June 1890. She was the 
oldest child of John and Lucinda (French) Whiting, born in 
Dedham, July 5, 1810. 

In the summer of 1841 , Celia A. Colburn had charge of the 
school at Walpole Corner. She was the daughter of Celia 
(Baker) and Ellis Colburn ; and on November 25th of that year 
she was married by the Rev. J. B. Damon, to the Rev. Martin 
Luther Bickford, of Hanover Co., Virginia. Mrs. Bickford 
assisted her husband in a private school which he had established 
there, and soon afterwards they set up a school for young ladies 
in Richmond, Ya. It was continued several years with success ; 
but her health made it advisable to return to the north. Their 
last days together were spent in Waltham where she died. 

Samuel Reed Smith, remembered as the prompt, energetic 

and efficient master, who taught in the Clapboardtree school 

two winters, 1840-1 and 1841-2, was the eldest son of Lebbens 

and Mary Bates Smith, born in South Abington, Sept. 2, 1818. 

He was educated in the public schools of Abington and 

Bridgwater; and married Mrs. Eliza A. Swan Langley, Feb. 19, 

1867. After he relinquished teaching, he was for many years in 

the leather business, at first as book-keeper for Frost & Co.,New 

Orleans ; afterwards as a member of the firm of B. F. Thompson 

and Co., Boston, retiring from active business in 1874. He 

resided in Boston and Winchester, and the last twenty years of 

his life, in Arlington, where he died Oct. 1, 1897, at the age of 

seventy -nine years. 

(To be continued.) 
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BIRTHS IN STOUGHTONHAM (NOW SHARON). 
By William R. Mank. 

{Continued from page 29.) 

Sibel Cobb, dau. of Jonathan and Sibel, April 18, 1803. 

William Holmes Cobb, son of Jonathan and Sibel, October 9, 1805. 

Frances Drake, son of Melzar and Chloe, May 18, 1785. 

Ellis Drake, son of Melzar and Chloe, February 13, 1788. 

Daniel Drake, son of Melzar and Chloe, May 13, 1790. 

Hannah Drake, dau. of Melzar and Chloe, May 21, 1795. 

Hannah Drake, dau. of Melzar and Chloe, July 17, 1796. 

Joel Drake, son of Melzar and Chloe, December 4, 1797. 

Friend Drake, son of Melzar and Chloe, January 26, 1799. 

Melzar Drake, son of Melzar and Chloe, May 14, 1802. 

Chloe Drake, dau. of Melzar and Chloe, June 27, 1805. 

Irene Drake, dau. of Melzar and Chloe, April 19, 1808. 

Warren Fuller, son of Ebenezer and Elizabeth, November 9, 1803. 

Hannah Fuller, dau. of Ebenezer and Elizabeth, April 7, 1806. 

Benjamin Pettee Fuller, son of Ebenezer and Elizabeth, August 25, 
1808. 

Darius R. Lolhrop, son of Darius and Nancy, March 21, 1806. 

Daniel Lothrop, son of Darius and Nancy, February 1, 1808. 

Seth Pettee, son of Seth and Huldah, August 31, 1807. 

Daniel Pettee, son of Daniel and Sally, October 18, 1805. 

Samuel Pettee, son of Daniel and Sally, July 2, 1807. 

Sally Pettee, dau. of Daniel and Sally, November 27, 1808. 

Mary Abial Belcher, dau. of John and Sibel, March 19, 1808. 

Otis Tolman Harlow, son of Otis and Betsey, January 17, 1809. 

Harriet Raynolds, dau. of Benjamin and Hannah, November 10, 180L 

Benjamin Franklin Raynolds, son of Benjamin and Hannah, Novem- 
ber 19, 1804. 

Thomas Raynolds, son of Benjamin and Hannah, September 11, 1809. 

Mary Kollock, dau. of Thomas and Abigail, August 26, 1802. 

Jane Hall Kollock, dau. of Thomas and Abigail, March 4, 1805. 

Jeremiah Kollock, son of Thomas and Abigail, January 25, 1808. 

Royall Thomas Kollock, son of Thomas and Abigail, August 15,1809. 

Stilman Porter Morse, son of Joseph and Lois, November 15, 1798. 

Joel Ellis Morse, son of Joseph and Lois, August 2, 1800. 

Hannah Wales Morse, dau. of Joseph and Lois, May 15, 1804. 

Sally Hedges, dau. of Sewell and Sally, February 23, 1807. 

Alfred Hodges, son of Sewell and Sally, February 16, 1809. 

Israel Tisdale, son of Israel and Susanna, July 4, 1802. 

Susanna Tisdale, dau. of Israel and Susanna, March 20, 1806. 

Abijah Tisdale, son of Israel and Susanna, August 14, 1809. 
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Elijah Capen, son of Elijah and Nancy, September 5, 1809. 
Mary Leonard Smith, dau. of Jacob and Polly, November 7, 1805. 
Emeline Ann Smith, dau. of Jacob and Polly, November 17, 1808. 
Mille Pope Richards, dau. %i Thomas Pawnall and Relief, October 

27, 1804. 
Relief Richards, dau. of Thomas Pownall and Relief, February 9, 1800. 
Thomas Richards, son of Thomas Pownall and Relief, October 8, 1807. 
Mary Richards,dau. of Thomas Pownall and Relief, November 27,1809. 
Sary Ann Richards, dau. of Barney and Ann, July 8, 1809. 
Elbridge Porter Hixson, son of Jacob and and Ruthe, April 29, 1808. 
Charles Elmer Hixson,son of Jacob 2nd and Ruthe,November 27, 1809. 
Joseph Wood, son of Joseph and Desire, October 1 6, 1 773. 
James Wood, son of Joseph and Desire, August 10, 1775. 
Polly Wood, dau. of Joseph and Desire, October 1st, 1780. 
Elijah Wood, son of Joseph and Desire, August 4, 1782. 
Samuel Wood, son of Joseph and Desire, February 27, 1785. 
Shepard Wood, son of Joseph and Desire, August 2, 1787. 
Eliphalet Morse, son of Joseph and Sarah, July 23, 1759. 
Louis Morse, dau. of Joseph and Sarah, February 24, 1762. 
Abigail Morse, dau. of Joseph and Sarah. January 13, 1764. 
Charloty Morse, dau. of Joseph and Sarah, February 7, 1765. 
Javen Morse, son of Joseph and Sarah, September 16, 1766. 
Joseph Morse, son of Joseph and Sarah, February 2, 1769. 
Lewis Morse, son of Joseph and Sarah, August 22, 1771. 
Sarah Morse, dau. of Joseph and Sarah, August 31, 1773. 
Anna Morse, dau. of Joseph and Sarah, December 31, 1775. 

Betsey Wood, dau. of Elijah and [ ], January 26, 1805. 

Sefrone Wood, dau. of Elijah and [ ], April 8, 1807. 

Elijah Wood, son of Elijah and [ ], February 13, 1809. 

Esther Hews Pettee, dau. of Tyler and Esther Mann, August 17, 1814. 
Thomas Randall, son of Joseph and Esther, March — , 1782. 
Harriet Pettee, dau. of Daniel and Sally, November 21, 1814. 
Betsey Harlow, dau. of Otis and Betsey, March 8, 1815. 
Otis Harlow, son of Otis and Betsey, October 20, 1812. 
George Drake, son of George and Rebecca, January 8, 1806. 
Rhoda Drake, dau. of George and Rebecca, April 23, 1808. 
Peris Drake, son of George and Rebecca, June 10, 1810. 
Harriet Drake, dau. of George and Rebecca, June 28, 1813. 
Jeremiah Gould, son of Nathaniel and Elizabeth, January 20, 1805. 
Gharles Estey, son of Samuel and Elizabeth, May 9, 1807. 
Emeline Estey, dau. of Samuel and Elizabeth, July 8, 1809. 
Thomas H. Estey, son of Samuel and Elizabeth, August 20, 1811. 
Adeline Estey, dau. of Samuel and Elizabeth, November 6, 1814. 
Kitty Richards, dau. of Jeremiah and Patience, October 23, 1775. 
Jeremiah Richards, son of Jeremiah and Patience, February 27, 1779. 
Betsey Richards, dau. of Jeremiah and Patience, November 4, 1780. 
Sally Richards, dau. of Jeremiah and Patience, May 29, 1783. 
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Polly Richards, dau. of Jeremiah and Patience, June 24, 1785. 
Zebiah Richards, dau. of Jeremiah and Patience, June 14, 1787. 
Hannah Richards, dau. of Jeremiah and Patience, June 18,1790. 
Joseph Richards, son of Jeremiah and Patience, July 6, 1792. 
Achsah Richards, dau. of Jeremiah and Patience, November 17, 1794. 
Francis Richards, son of Jeremiah and Patience, August 16, 1796. 
William Lawrence, son of Chloe Lawrence, February 12, 1813. 

(To be continued.) 



NEEDHAM EPITAPHS, 

with notes, 

By Charles Curtis Greenwood. 

(Continued from page 22.) 

Monument. South face. 

CoLBURN Ambler. 

1779-1851. 

Monument. North face. 
John F. Kebler, Apr. 4, 1785. May 26, 1852. 
Anna B. Kebler, May 25, 1779. Aug. 25, 1854. 

South face. 
Hannah Kebler, Feb. 4, 1823. Aug. 21, 1854. 

Kebler. 

Stone. South fucz. 

Florence. 

UP TO GOD. 

North face. 

Florence Augusta, daughter of Geo. B. and Elizabeth F. Revere; 
bom Sept. 2. 1851 ; died Dec. 23, 1861. 

Lucy Jane, wife of Geo. B. Revere, and daughter of Daniel & Han- 
nah S. Whitney, born Dec. 16, 1818 ; died Jan. 11, 1861. 

Elizabeth Frances Wife of George B. Revere, and daughter of W. A. 
& Mary Kingsbury, died Feb. 24, 1853, aged 24 yrs. 10 months, [b. April 
25, 1828.] 

Oh stay thy tears, soon ye shall soar, 
On wings of faith and love. 
To meet me, and forever more. 
To reign with Christ above. 

Father. 
Daniel W. Jenkins Died Oct. 22, 1853. Aged 43 Yrs. 
Monroe A. Holt, born Dec. 4, 1853, died Feb. 24, 1854. 
Sally Smith, Died Oct. 26, 1854. M 74 y's. 
Milly Smith Died April 8. 1872. M 81 y's. 
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In realms of bliss, 
Beyond the verffe of time, 
Their souls shall flourish 
In the mortal prime. 

Marianna dan. of Thos. & Eveline Orr. July 4, 1851. 

Jan. 9, 185a 
Sarah F. Dan. of John A. & Nancy S. Griggs, died Sept. 27, 1856, JEt. 
17 yrs. 5 ms. 27 ds. 

"She came forth as a flower, 
and was cut down ; lovely in 
life, and loved to the end. '' 

Monument. North face. 
Ella J. Aug. 25. 1856, Oct. 15. 1856. 
Sarah H. Aug. 2, 1872, Oct. 5, 1872. 
Children of W. S. & S. E. Riramele. 
Ralph Smith Died May 25. 1873. Aged 69 yrs. 8 ms. 22 ds. 
He was b. Sept. 3, 1803, son of Christopher and Hannah 
(BuUard) Smith. 

Hannah L. Dau. of Ralph and Sally B. Smith. Died Sept. 9, 1^58. 
Aged 18 yrs. 1 mo. IB ds. 

Sally B. Wife of Ralph Smith died Dec. 1, 1875, Aged 74 yrs. 6 ms. 

She was b. May 28, 1801, dau. of Elisha and Sally (Brown) 
Lyon ; ni. Ralph Smith April 7, 1825. 

Mary A. dau. of E. & R. P. Cotting, died Mar. 20. 1859, aged 6 yrs. 

Edwin E. son of E. & R. P. Cotting, died Oct. 5, 1860, aged 13 yrs. 

Ellen L. Smith 1844-1860. 

Abigail C. Their Dau. 1833-1860 (Dau. of Harvey and Eliza Ann 
(Wilkins) Bacon) 

Born into the Spirit World Sept. 9, 1860. 
Marian Alice Dau. of Hiram T. & Sarah Story, aged 9 ms. 5 days. 
Mary Wife of Benjamin Richardson, died Feb. 12, 1861, aged 56 yr's. 

Unto our anguish'd hearts no joy's were given, 
Did we not hope ere long to meet in heaven. 

She was b. Nov. 8, 1804, dau. of Ezra and MsLvy (Woodcock) 
Fuller; m. Benjamin Richardson, Dec. 5, 1839. 

Benjamin Richardson died Sept. 15, 1877. aged 76 y'rs. 10 mos. 13 
days. [b. in Quincy.] 

Catherine Kingsbury Died April 27, 1861. Aged 77 years. 

She was b. June 20, 1785, dau. of Jonathan and Jemima 
Kingsbury. 

Samuel Kingsbury Died April 26, 1861. Aged 84 years. 

He was b. Feb. 15, 1776, son of Jonathan and Jemima 
Kingsbury. 
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In Memoriam, 
James Ritchie Born May 22, 1815. Lost at Sea Mar. 10, 1873. 
In the world to come Eternal Life. 

He was the son of Bev. William and Clarissa (Kimball) 
Bitchie, and was a native of Canton, Mass. He was mayor of 
Boxbury; ni. Nov. 30, 1853, Maiy Jane, dau. of Bev. Daniel 
and Betsey (Gage) Kimball. 

Eev. Daniel Kimball, Born in Bradford, Mass., July 3rd, 1778, Died 
in Needham, Mass., Jan. 17th, 1862. Aged 83 years and 6 months. 
** O fnan, greatly beloved, Peace be unto thee, " 

He was the son of Daniel and Elizabeth (Tenney) Kimball ; 
graduated at Harvard College in the class of 1800 ; Principal of 
Derby Academy at Hingham, 1808-1826 ; removed to Needham 
1826, where for many years he kept a boarding and day school ; 
was for 33 years a Deacon of the First Church, and for 24 years 
a members of the School Committee of Needham ; Bepresenta- 
tive in 1846. He was an esteemed and most useful citizen. 

Fuller. 
Timothy S. Fuller died January 30, 1S62. aged 46 years, 6 months. 
The Lord will perfect that which concerneth me. 

He was b. Aug. 5, 1815, son of Enoch and Hitty (Smith) 
Fuller : m. Sarah Fisher April 16, 1844. [Ded. Bee] 

Sarah. Wife of Timothy Fuller, died Feb. 25, 1874. aged 53 years, 
10 months. 

Asa Kingsbury Died July 27, 1862. Aged 85 years. 

An Honest Man is the noblest work of God. 
Nancy Kingsbury Died July 27, 186S. Aged 83 Years. 
Earth is not my home 
I am going to my father. 

Asa Kingsbury was b. Aug. 9, 1777, son of Moses and Sarah 
(Fuller) Kingsbury ; ni. Nancy BuUough of Newton. 

Francis Blanchard Died Jan. 7, 1839 age 72. 

On December 22, 1897 the Superintendent of the Cemetery, 
Mr. John Fisher Mills, found, while digging a grave, a well 
preserved coffin plate with the inscription given above. 

OUR MOTHER. 

Anna wife of Elijah Story, Died Dec. 17, 1804, ^t. 74 yrs. 10 ms. 
Through the valley and shadow of death though I stray 
Since Thou art ray guardian, no evil I fear. 

She was b. Feb. 12, 1790, dau of Lemuel and Esther (Kings- 
bury) Mills; m. Elijah Story, July 29, 1813. He was b. in 
Easton Feb. 28, 1785, son of Elijah and Sarah (Phillips) Story, 
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[Square and conipaftses.] 
William A. Kingsbury, Died June 17. 1872. ^Et. 8<) y'rs. 8 mo's. 
He was 1). Oct. 19, 1791, son of Josiahaiul Mary Kingsbury; 

assistant Assessor to take the general valuation in 1835; 

Selectman, 1834. 

Mary A. wife of William A. Kingsbury. Died Feb. 27. 1878, ^Et. 85 
yrs. 3 mo's 21 d's. 

William Alden Kingsbury ra. Mary Ann Shedd of Lexington. 

William G. Jones, Died June 29, 1872. Aged 69 years. 

A loving father a kind neighbor 
and faithful friend. 

He was b. in Salem N. H., Jan. 11, 1804, son of William and 

Hulda (Hawes) Jones. He was one of the most efficient of the 

old-time Constables. 

Susanah J. Aldrich, his wife Died June 30, 1884. Aged 86 yrs. 

Susanna Jillson Aldrich was born in Cumberland, R. L, 
March 8, 1798, dau. of Nahuni an<l Sarah (Jillson) Aldrich ; 
m. in Dorchester, Mass., May, 1831. William Gilbert Jones. 

Martha Welch Jackson Died Sept. 13, 1872 ^t. 87 y'rs. 

She was b. Jan. 21, 1787, dau of Ephraira and Rebecca 
Jackson [T. R.]. 

John Burnham Died Sept 4. 1869, JE. 71 yrs. 

Like a shock of corn fully ripe. 

He was b. in Bridgton, Me., son of Nathaniel and [ ] 

(Cleaves) Burnham; Deacon of the Baptist Church, Needham. 

Martha Burnham wife of John M. Pope Died Aug. 20, 1866. 

"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall 
see God." 

She^was b. in Farmington, Me., dau of John and Martha M. 

(Gage) Burnham ; m. John M. Pope, Sept. 4. 1865. 

Isaac H. Greenwood Died Jan. 25, 1873. JE. 57 yrs. 10 mos. 17 dys. 

He was b. March 8, 1815» son of Samuel and Hannah 

Greenwood. 

Capt. William Pierce, Died Sept. 6, 1873, Aged 74 yrs. 6 mos. 

Earth unto thy faithful trust. 
We commit this precious dust, 
There, by i>ain no more opi)re8sed. 
Father, thou will sweetly rest. 

He was b. March 17, 1799, son of Jacob and Mary Pierce ; 
m. Harriet Cleveland June 5, 1822 ; Selectman 1839-45,48-51. 
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Harriett 0. wife of William Pierce, Died Jan 31, 1885, Aj^ed 83 yrs. 5 
mos. 

Betsey Gage wife of Rev. Daniel Kimball, Bom in Bradford, Mass. 
Jan. 27, 1784. Died inNeedham, Nov. 11, 1873. 

Christ is the way, the truth 
and the life. 

She was the dau. of Peter and Mary (Webster) Gage; ra. 
Rev. Daniel Kimball, March 22, 1808. 

George Gay Stevens Died Nov. 30, 1875. M t. 72 y'rs 7 mo's. 

"The steps of a good man are ordered 
by the Lord." 

He was b. April 30, 1803, son of Silas and Sally (Gay) 
Stevens; chosen Deacon of the First Church, June 3, 1859, and 
continued in that office until his death. [Rbo. II. 145; III. 76.] 

Frank Stevens died Oct. 30, 1809, M, 24 ys. 11 ms & 23 ds. 

Blessed are the dead 
that die in the Lord. 

He was b. Nov. 7, 1841. son of George Gr. and Harriet 
(Russell) Stevens. 

Ebenezer W. ^[clntosh Born Oct. 24. 1793. Died Mar. 24, 1878. 

An honest man is the noblest work of God. 
He was the son of Ebenezer and Jemima (Mills) Mcintosh ; 
was one of the Committee of the First Parish in 1833. 
Hannah P. Mcintosh Born Aug. 18, 1804 Died Oct. 30, 1874. 

She was b. in Weston, dan of Paul Pratt; m. Ebenezer 
Whiting Mcintosh, April 18, 1822. 

Lyman Cheever Died Jan. 15, 1878, .^t. 70 y'rs. 10 mo's. 

He is gone, the spotless soul is gone. 
Triumphant to his place above 

Charlotte D. Cheever Died Feb. 20, 1837. Mt 84 y'rs 

She was b. Aug. 3, 1802, dau of Timothy and Sarah (Mills) 
Dewing; m. Lyman Cheever. 



This concludes the "Needham Epitaphs", prepared by Mr. 
Greenwood, completes them to 1861, and includes many of a 
later date. The older stones are in many inst inces decorated with 
emblems, some of which are grotesque and horrible. The most 
common devices are the willow tree and urn, and the cherub's head 
and wings. There are some skulls and cross bones, a few hour 
glasses, an occasional skeleton, and in one instance a figure in a coffin* 

George K. Clarke. 
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Corrections in Epitaphs, 1890-98. 
Vol. I. 

Page 67, "Mary Mills," change "19"»" to "12"»", "month*" to" Month*"— 

"Elizabeth Danels," insert "y" after Sep'. 

••Obediah Mills/' read "Marc»» 19^»»." 

-Judah Danels," change "and" to "&." 
*• 68, "John Fiaher," insert "y«" after Jan'y. 
" 69, "Charles Deming," change "Lies" to •*Lyes." 

"Fisher Man," for "Son" read "son". 
" 109, **Mehetable Dewing," add the following lines :— 

Behold and see as yoii pass by 
As you are now so once was I 
As 1 am now so vou must be 
Prepare for death and follow me 

"Aaron Dewing," change "Lies Buried" to "Lise Buread," 

"who" to '*Who." 
"John Fisher," read "Esq'". 
" 110, "Ezekiel & Enoch Richardson," change "To" to "to." "their" 



"Their," "Age" to **Age*.' 
ebecca Kingsbery," read "I 
**Josiah Newell," read **Interre'* the". 



"Mary Fisher," read "Lies" and "Years". 
**Timothy Kingsbery," read *'80">'». 
Ill, "Thomns Metcalf," read "Suddenly". 

133, "Sarah Townsend," 4th word read "ye". 

134, "Henrv Dewing," insert "A. D." after »*21't". 
"Ephraim Dewing," read **in y« 33 Year". 

135, "M^ribah Fuller," change * and" to "&", read "Died", and 

"Year". 
•'Robert Fuller," read "deceas". 

Vol. II. 

22, read "In Memy of Sarah Fisher," and *hir". 
"Amos Fisher," read ''died". 

23, read .,In Memory of M"" Ebenezer Fuller," 

"M" Mary Richardson" 
"Timothy Kingsbery," read **Year". 
''Abigail Houghton," read "Son". 

24, "Jeremiah Daniell," read ''Age". 
"Timothy Newell," read "memory". 

67, "John Fisher," read line 

"As I am now so you must be" 

68, "Ebenezer Fisher," read "remembrance" ani "he". 
"Ebenezer Newell," insert as the third line 

"Let sleeping dust in accents cry" 

116, "Lydia Smith," read "Wife" and insert "A. D." before 1802. 
158, "Rebekah N. Alden," change "Bullard" to "Allin". 

Vol. III. 
87, "Stephen Palmer," read "ordained." 
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Vol. IV. 
** 68, **Mose3 Mann," add to note **SBlectraan, 1790. 1800, 1804; Com- 
missioned a Captain in the Militia in 1788, Major of the First 
Suffolk Regriment 1792, and was Lieiit-Col. commanding said 
regiment, 1800-3. 

Vol. V. 
** 136, "Susan Frances White,'* read "memory". 
"Abigail Kingsbury," read "memory". 
"Ira Fuller," read "memory", and insert "as" before "it is." 

and "unto" before "men." 
"Sarah Slack," read 'Years". 
"Hoadlev," read -Wife" and* Years". 
"Kimball," read "Years". 
" 137, "Pratt," for "44" read "41". 

Vol. VIII. 
" 126, 'Timothy Fuller," read "34" for "84." 
" 130, "Guest," read "Y" for "T." 

Vol. IX. 
" 16, Bv comparison of autographs it is evident that Amos Fuller, 
wno died in 1805, was not Selectman in 1789-90, but that it was 
his father, Amos Fuller, the Town Treasurer. 



THE FISHER FAMILY. 

By Philip Adsit Fisher. 

(Continued from page 24.) 

78. LeonaPvD Billings/ son of Oliver (46) and Sarah 
(Billings) Fisher, was b. at South Dedham, Jan. 4, 1785 ; m. at 
Dedhani, Oct. 11, 1812, Abigail Smith, of Dedham. She joined 
the South Dedhani Church, Jan. 8, 1832. lie was a farmer and 
agent, and res. at South Dedhani, now Norwood, where he d, 
Jan. 18, 1861. They had :— 

Infant^, b, in 1813 ; d. Dec, 1814. 

Levina E.,^ b. [ ] ; m. at South Dedham, Sept. 12, 

1843, James F. White, of Canton. 

79. Nathaniel Parker^, son of Oliver (46) and Sarah 
(Billings) Fisher, was b. at South Dedham, now Norwood, June 
13, 1792 ; m. Nancy Morse, of Canton, Dec. 8, 1817 ; res. in Wal- 
pole, where he d. Feb. 25, 1844, aged 51. They had :— 

Harriet Billings^ b. March 6, 1819. 
[ ]«, b. Aug. 19, 1822. 
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80. Jabin^, eldest son of Nathaniel (47) and Hannah 
(Baker) Fisher, was b. in that part of Stoughton now Canton, 
March 15, 1764; ra. there Feb. 10, 1791, Mary, daughter of 
James and Rebecca Tucker, who was b. at Stoughton, April 15, 
1770. He was a carpenter by trade, and served as constable op 
deputy sheriff at Canton, where he resided until about 1808, 
when he sold his place and moved to Washington, N. H., where 
he bought a farm of 160 acres about three quarters of a mile 
from the village. The place had a large two-story residence 
upon it, with a basement on the south side. Farming was his 
employment, except when called upon he did surveying for the 
neighbors. He had a good compass and chain, and surveyed 
farms and drew plats of them, although he said he had never 
studied the theory of surveying, only knew the practice. He 
wrote a fair hand and seemed to have had a good elementary 
education. He was a man of medium height and not robust, 
and was afflicted with rheumatism and asthma, and very testy 
and irritable. His wife was a strong, healthy woman, and to 
her their posterity owe much. The sons, while in business in 
Boston, would spend a few weeks or sometime's months, during 
the summer on the Washington farm. It was inherited by Jabez, 
who lived there in the latter years of his life, and is now owned 
by his son, Geo. J. Fisher, of Boston. Jabin d. at Washington, 
June 18, 1842, aged 78 ; his widow d. there, March 21, 1858, 
aged 82. Their children were : 

jABEZ«,b. Nov. 28, 1791 ; m. Susanna Stone, Nov. 7, 1816; 
d. Aug. 10, 1889, in his 98th year. 

Nathaniel^ b. April 18,1794; m. 1st, Mary May; m. 
2dly, Eliza Sampson ; m. 3dly, Betsey Draper. 

Mary', b. Oct. 18, 1796 ; d. at Waltham,May 22, 1873,unm. 

Charles^ b. at Canton, Dec. 9, 1799 ; m.|Julia R.Brigham, 
Nov. 1, 1833 ; d. March 28, 1869. 

Patience TuckerS b. Nov. 23, 1801 ; d. at Concord, N. 
H., March 12, 1893, aged 91 ; unm. 

JAMES^ b. Jan. 30, 1805 ; d. Oct. 11, 1805. 

Eliza', b. June 6, 1807 ; d. at Washington, N. H., July 23,. 
1831, aged 24; unm. 
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Clarissa', b. at Washington, N. H., June 30, 1809 ; m. 

Henry James Curtis, Aug. 31, 1831 ; d. at Rossville, O., 

July 27, 1849. aged 40. 
James', b. Sept. 30, 1811 ; m. Eliza Tucker, Sept. 16, 1839 ; 

res. Boston. 
William", b. Jan. 17, 1814; in. Catherine Loveland, Aug. 

8, 1838; res. Lacon, 111. 

(To he continued.) 



EXTRACTS FROM THE AMES DIARY. 

By Edna Frances Calder. 

{Continued from page 26.) 

1798. 
December. 

25. Great Concourse of People at Christmas. 

27. Gov. Ja" Garrard's speech & Resolves of Kentucky Legisl* in 
Chronicle this day masterly, sovreign & pertinent lashing of Tiptoe 
Traitors in Congress. 

[Memoranda at end of 1798.] 

The Memorial to the Gen Assembly of Virginia from the inhab* of 
Caroline County, on the last Sess. of Congress the most masterly com- 
position I ever saw, most aproi)os I And still more keep coming from 
the different Counties in Virginia, but just beginning to wake in N. 
States. 

In Milton, Dec I am informed they nave begun to take the valuation 
of houses & land under Act of Congress, and Col. Jon Yose refused them 
admittance to his house, for that Congress have no authority to take a 
Valuation, but only to lay direct taxes according to numbers which im- 
plies such tax shall be assessed & collected under State Authority & 
town privilege of choosing our own Assessors & Collectors without con- 
solidation by having them fix'd perpetual & inexorable over us to in- 
crease executive influence by infinite multiplication of Officers— but 
Might will overcome Right. 

George F. Hopkins, printer of the Spectator at New York, Dec 15*^ 
calls the Governor of the State of Kentucky one Garrard, to black him 
for his excellent remarks on the Acts of last Sessions of Congress in his 
speech to the Legislature— I hope they will be published thro the whole 
states— as Barlow's Letter has been. After this Speech the Legislature 
pass si)irited resolves, with only one. Murray, dissenting. 

This Editors servility to the Fed^ Gov* is so mean and abusive of 
State Authority as sinks him below public animadversion. Now all 
foreign disputes are absorbed by internal aggressions usurpations 
treasons I I I 

27 Mons'— Ferol here from N. York, not going off till May informs 
that D' Logan is imprisoned this dreary Winter without fire for that he 
has been and reunited (?) the French Gov* more than all Adams's En- 
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voys, but shall soon hear more if so shall see it in papers— No— lie is 
elected into the Legislature of Fenns^ The free spirited Resolves of 
Kentucky & Virgin* with truth flashing thro* clouas of Aristocrat de- 
lusion have begun to stagger the people at the Westward who have been 
made to foam with rage against the Frencli their benefacf* It is amaz- 
ing to see the apathy of tlie People under worse usurpation than that 
which once excited them to war— Now they can patiently see the Om- 
nipotence of the British Parliament transfer*d to Congress usurping all 
State Jurisdiction retain'd by the Sovreign People in State government. 
But now all foreign insults & aggression are absorb'd & sunk in the 
view of those at home. 

It is astonishing to consider the mean servility to which a War party 
in this Country can stoop in favor of Britain against our benefactors the 
French. Even the House, that is 46 against 22 of the Rep's of Pennsyl- 
vania vote an address to the President Adams, of U. S. wherein they 
say "They deplore that there are those who call themselves by the Amer- 
ican name, who have daringly insulted our country, by an usurpation of 
powers not delegated to them, by an obscure interference in our external 
concerns. That you have lately noticed this circumstance is an addi- 
tional proof of your vigilance for the General welfare *&c : 

Now because D' Logan has lately been to France & has done more 
than the President with all his tiptoe Envoys to avert war with sister 
Republic &it is suspected that Jefferson privately sent him, it inex- 
pressibly mortifies administration, & the War party to loose the honor 
heap'd on Jefferson & Logan, for their adroitness in extricating the 
Country from such expense of blood & treasure while the people bless 
them, the Lawyers & seekers of office are trying to blast them, out now 
the people of Pniladelphiahave compleated Logan's triumph by electing 
him into the House ot Rep's of Pennsylvania— & e'er long I expect he 
will be raised higher, if civil War don't take place! 

London News asserts that the British Navy is daily increasing, and 
that 1 Jan'y '98 Ships of War in commission are 

of the Line 130 sail 

50 gun ships 18 

frigates 165 

Sloops of War 266 

579 

Total in and out of commission 746. Incredible I We do a great 
part towards these tyrants of the ocean— by our trade to Britain 1 & 
uphold them against the friends of Man. 

Sulli's Mem. Vol 3. p 92. In French. The name of Assemhly of 
Ifotables instead of States General in France originated from the ambi- 
tion of the Gownmen or Lawyers & purse proud Financiers not to be 
confounded in Rank with the 3* Order, or people, whom they had & 
continued wickedly to fleece or squeeze unmercifully, Sully exposes them I 

Nov. 10, '97. Capt Sam Hay ward of the Ship Gadsden of Charleston, 
S. C, robbed at Sea by Capt. Cochran of the Brit frigate Thetis, another 
instance of the good effects of Jay's Treaty— nothing contraband— but 
bound to Charleston took the Mate & all the Crew except a boy, aboard 
the frigate. The French only take our Vessels bound to or from British 
ports or having contraband. 

F. Ames, Bushrod V7ashington & Alfred More, appointed to hold a 
treaty with the Cherokee Indians for extinguish title to Tenessee lands. 
What a fine thing to be a Federal man or Hedghog, i, e, to black our 
Saviours the French, and praise our Enemies, the English ! I I 

Charles Holt, printer of the Bee, a paper at New London good an- 
tidote to porcupine Centinel &c. 

(To he continued.) 
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DEDHAM HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 
Annual Meeting, March, 1898. 

The Annual Meeting was held in the Society's building 
on Wednesday evening, March 3, the President, Don 
Gleason Hill, Esq., in the chair. 

Officers chosen : Don Gleason HiW.Prestden^; Carlos 
Slafter, Vice-President', John H. Burdakin, Librarian; 
Julius H. Tuttle, Corresponding Secretary, Harriet T. 
'QoydyRecording Secretary ; George W. Humphrey, Treas- 
urer \ Don Gleason Hill, John H. Burdakin, A. Ward 
Lamson, Julius H. Tuttle, Henry C. Delano and Frank 
Smith, Curators. 

Report of the President and Curators. 

During the past year the Society has held meetings as follows : 

March 3,1897. Annual Meeting: Rev. W. H. Fish, Jr., gave 
an interesting account of his recent trip to California. 

May 5. Address of Mr. George M. Guild, of Boston, giving rec- 
ollections of his early life in West Dedham (now Westwood). 

November 3. Mr. Worthington spoke on the Frigate Constitu- 
tion and the Avery Oak. See ante (January number), pages 1-5. 

January 5, 1898. Paper by Mr. Frank Smith on the controversy 
over Dedham's grant to the Natick Indians. See ante, pages 37-41. 

The Society especially mourns the loss of its Vice-President, 
Erastus Worthington, Esq., who was a valued member from the be- 
ginning in 1859. He was always an active promoter of the best in- 
terests of the Society ; and no one was more familiar with the his- 
tory of the town than he. The Hon. Frederick D. Ely has been ap- 
pointed to prepare a manorial sketch of Mr. Worthington. See 
ante, pages 33-37. 

Among the many interesting and valuable gifts to the Society 
may be mentioned the following: Cannon ball from the second 
siege of Louisburg, 1758, given by Mr. W. M. Cameron, at the re- 
quest of Capt. A. A. Folsom. See Register (viii. 59-61.) for April, 
1897. 

Painting, by Pratt, showing a view of Charles River and the 
Watertown Arsenal ; Bachelder's picture of the review of the Massa- 
chusetts Militia at Concord, September 9, 1859, and key to the same^ 
all in substantial frames. Given by Mr. George B. Chase. 
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Oil portrait of John BuUard (1773-1852), many years County 
Treasurer. Given by his great grandson, Mr. John R. Bullard, Jr. 

A large collection of books, pamphlets, newspapers, etc., has been 
given to the Society by the widow of our late corresponding member* 
Charles C. Greenwood, of Needham. The report of Mr. Burdakin 
showed a substantial increase of the Library from many other sources. 

The Society has continued the publication of the Register, and 
looks forward with considerable interest to its future welfare. It is 
gratifying to receive from time to time evidence of the continued 
warm interest in its support ; and it is proper here to express our 
appreciation of whatever has been done by members and friends to 
make the publication a success. 

Don Gleason Hill, President, 
Julius H. TuTiLiB.^for ike Curators, 



POWER LOOMS, 
Mr. Editor: — 

In an article published in the Register (viii. 135-137) 
for October, 1897, Mr. S. N. D. North calls in question a 
statement, made by me, in the preceding number, as to 
when broad looms, or, for that matter, any looms for 
weaving wool, were driven by power. My authority for 
the facts stated, was my father, Mr. Daniel Bonney of 
Dedham. He has seen Mr. North, and received the fol- 
lowing letter, which the latter, kindly consenting, I should 
like to have published in the Register. 

L B. Whitmore. 

National Association of Wool Manufacturers. 
70 Kilby Street. 

Boston, December 13, ^897. 
Mr. Dahid Bonney^ Dedham^ Mass. : — 

Dear Sir, — I have your note of Dec. 10th, and also the 
manuscripts relating to Thomas Barrows, Mr. Goulding's 
Patent, and Power Looms, for all of which I am very greatly 
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obliged to you. Each one of these documents is a valuable con- 
tribution to the history of wool manufacture in New England, 
and with your permission I will print each one of them in the 
next issue of the Bulletin [pp. 39-44] of this Association, 
which will not be published however until next March. 

In the absence of any definite knowledge to the contrary, I 
must accept your statement regarding power looms as correct, 
which I am very glad to do. It is probable that the publication 
of the statement in the Bulletin will call more general attention 
to the matter, and perhaps develop some further information^ 
although, as a matter of fact, I suppose that there are very few 
men now living who personally know anything about it. 

Hoping that you yourself may be spared for many years yet, 
and again thanking you, I remain. 

Very truly yours, 

S. N. D. North, Secretary. 



HOWE GENEALOGY. 

A Genealogy of the Howe Family is in course of preparation. It 
i» intended to have it include the records of all persons named Howe 
and How, whose ancestors settled in this country previous to the 
Revolution. All persons of Howe ancestry (whether bearing the 
names of Howe or not) should communicate with the editor 
Judge Daniel Wait Howe 
5 Hubbard Block, 

Indianapolis, Ind., 
and furnish him with their records, as the work is nearing completion. 

O. H. H. 
Query. 
^Swan-How. Sarah How was born in Dedham, Nov. 25, 1739, 
dau. of Thomas and Sarah (Searle) How; mar. March 27, 1760, Ben- 
jamin Swan. A child Sarah was born to them in Dedham, Feb. 17, 
1761. Were there any other children ? If so, what were their names 
and dates of birth ? Also, who were the parents of Benjamin Swan 
and what were the date and place of his birth ? O. H. H. 
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FISHER AMES. 

An Address at the Dedication of the New Ames 
schoolhouse, june 17, 1898, accepting a por- 
TRAIT OF Fisher Ames, painted and pre- 
sented BY Mr. Jacob Wagner 
OF Dedham. 

By Hon. Winslow Warren. 

n^ HIS noble gift to the town of Dedham and to this 
•^ temple of learning which bears an honored name, is 
something more than a fine and beautifying work of art, 
for it happily recalls to us the intellectual and 
benignant features of Dedham's most distinguished son, 
who was not only a great scholar and orator and states- 
man, but a great citizen. Fisher Ames, whose memory 
is perpetuated upon this living canvas, and in this build- 
ing dedicated to high scholarship and to the blessings of 
free public education, was a grand example of all that is 
best in American citizenship, and most worthy of the 
aspirations of American youth. 

His deeds were not those of arms, his fame was not 
sounded by trumpets of victory, nor borne aloft by the 
stirring sounds of war; but he was a patriot who gave his 
best intellect and energies and life to the service of his 
country, and who took a leading and important part in 

Permission to copy the original portrait by Stuart, now in the possession 
of Mrs. John E. Lodge, of Boston, was kindly given to Mr. Wagner by Senator 
Henry Cabot Lodge, whose great-grandfather, George Cabot, was Fisher 
Ames's most intimate friend and executor. Stuart's portrait was given 
Mr. Cabot either by Mr. Ames, or the latter's family. The accompanying hflio- 
type is from Mr. WagnerV painting, made in May, 1898. 
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establishing our system of government upon a sound and 
enduring basis. It is strange in this whirling modern 
life, how fleeting is the fame of our most distinguished 
men. It is probably true that very few of the present 
generation in Dedham know much about Fisher Ames, 
or at all realize how great a man he was, or how great an 
honor he brought to his native town by his brilliant po- 
litical career during the important period just succeeding 
the American Revolution, and yet, among orators and 
statesmen of those days, he was probably the foremost 
from Massachusetts, and surpassed by few in the whole 
country. 

He was born in Dedham, not far from where we are 
now assembled, April 9, 1758, and was the youngest of 
four sons of Dr. Nathaniel Ames and Deborah (Fisher) 
Ames, both of them descendants of the sturdy English 
stock that planted and builded Massachusetts. His 
father, Nathaniel, was an eminent physician, scholar and 
scientist, and his mother also of marked cultivation and 
force of character, so that it is easy to see where Fisher 
acquired his literary taste and fondness for study. From 
both, too, he inherited his positive convictions, his high 
sense of duty, and his intense hatred of everything low 
and mean. His constitution was always delicate, and 
from early life he had to struggle against physical infirm- 
ities which sorely handicapped him in his race for honor 
and fame. His father had enjoyed an extensive medical 
practice in Dedham, but had not been successful in the 
acquirement of property; and upon his death, when Fisher 
was but eight years of age, left a large family in somewhat 
straitened circumstances; the early education there- 
fore of this youngest son was necessarily somewhat desul- 
tory, and chiefly from home instruction by his mother, 
supplemented by the valued teaching of Rev. Samuel 
Haven, the distinguished scholar and preacher of 
Dedham. 
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He entered Harvard College in 1770, and gradu- 
ated with honor just at the breaking out of the War of 
the Revolution, in 1774, at the age of sixteen. Too young 
and too frail to take an active part in the field, although 
he is said to have served one campaign as a soldier in 
southeastern Massachusetts and Rhode Island, he 
watched with interest the stirring events of the war, was 
intimate with many of the distinguished men who di- 
rected civil and military affairs, and imbibed from their 
example those principles of patriotism and virtue he was 
afterwards to illustrate in his own life. His scholarly 
tastes marked out for him a professional career, and after 
teaching school a few years he entered the law office of 
the Hon.William Tudor,then prominent at the Bar of Bos- 
ton. In 1784 he opened a law office in Dedham, but 
though maintaining an honorable distinction, it does not 
appear that his practice was ever extensive, and it is pro- 
bably true that he was more a student of the science 
of the law than an active and successful practitioner. 

His natural taste for controversial politics early led 
him into that field, and he became a frequent contributor 
to the newspapers of the day, where the vigor and force 
of his style and his able discussion of important questions 
attracted wide attention and greatly extended his ac- 
quaintance and influence. In local town affairs he was 
an active and intelligent worker, and in the town meet- 
ings early displayed that oratorical power and skill as a 
debater which later was to win him fame. In 1788 he was 
chosen a member of the Masssachusetts Legislature from 
Dedham, and a member of the Constitutional Conven- 
tion to ratify the Federal Constitution. In this latter 
body were the most eminent and the ablest men of the 
State, and the debates were of profound interest, and at 
times exciting and earnest. It was no small test of the 
powers of a young lawyer to be pitted against, or to work 
in harmony with, such men as composed this Convention, 
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and all his learning, his oratory and his sound judgment 
were called into play during its sessions. His success was 
immediate and remarkable, and resulted in his selection 
by the Federal party as a candidate to contest the seat in 
Congress for the Suffolk District, then including Ded- 
ham, against Samuel Adams, the Revolutionary patriot. 

Notwithstanding Adams's great fame and popularity 
Ames was elected, and in 1789 took his seat in Congress at 
Philadelphia. The fame of his canvass preceded him, and 
he knew himself that it would be no easy matter to retain 
and exhibit upon a broader national field the prestige he 
had acquired at home. He was modest and somewhat 
distrustful of his own powers, and his correspondence at 
the time shows that he rather under-estimated his own 
capacity, but he was thoroughly well equipped for public 
life, and few men had made so deep a study of political 
science. He was no ordinary politician, but had been a 
close student of history, an ardent lover of poetry and 
the classics, and to a clear and incisive style were added 
great natural gifts of voice and manner, and a vivid im- 
agination. 

He was fond of society, and had been universally pop- 
ular in the most noted and attractive families in Boston, 
where he had been a delightful and fascinating talker. 
Samuel Dexter, the distinguished lawyer, says of him, 
in his eulogy: "The powers of his conversation were 
unequalled : It was not mere instruction, mere amuse- 
ment, it was delight. There was an endless play of fancy 
joined to the truest sense and wisdom. It was like the 
perpetual flashes of electricity in a summer evening, il- 
luminating by successive and unremitting coruscations 
the whole margin of the sky. " 

With all these personal qualities he had much prac- 
tical sense, a great capacity for work and an indefatig- 
able resolve to master what he undertook, so that from 
his earliest advent in Congress it was recognized that he 
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was to take a prominent part, not only in debate, but in 
active administration. 

Although his face upon the painted canvas bespeaks 
the kindliness and benignity of his nature, it is well to 
bring in some measure his personality before us, that we 
may feel what kind of a man he was as he walked the 
streets of Dedham in pleasant converse with his neigh- 
bors and friends. He is described as of middle height, 
well proportioned, and remarkably erect, with an eye of 
intelligence and with a very affable, cordial manner. We 
who have known Fisher Ames's sons, the late Mr. Justice 
Ames, and our own familiar townsman, the late William 
Ames, can recognize this portraiture and easily picture 
to ourselves the subject of our sketch. 

President Kirkland, of Harvard College, who wrote an 
interesting memoir of Fisher Ames, says that "he appeared 
among his friends with an illuminated face, and displayed 
in conversation playful wit and much fertility of imagina- 
tion, " and speaking of the effect of his impetuous elo- 
quence he says, "his imagination was a distinguishing 
feature of his mind. Prolific, grand, sportive, original, it 
gave him command of nature and art . . . now it assembled 
most pleasing images adorned with all that is soft and 
beautiful, and now rose in the storm wielding the ele- 
ments and flashing with the most awful splendors . . . He 
did not study systematically the exterior graces of speak- 
ing, but his attitude was erect and easy ; his gestures 
manly and forcible; his intonations varied and expres- 
sive; his articulation distinct, and his whole manner ani- 
mated and natural. " ♦ 

It is always difficult to hand down to other generations 
the social impression a man makes in his own time. 
Nothing fades easier than a reputation for grace and 
affability and delightful conversation ; but we can gather 
from the description I have given, and from a perusal of 
Ames's own letters, something of the appearance and 
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manner of the man, and can easily understand and ap- 
preciate the reasons of his immense popularity. 

He was a strong partisan of Federal principles, the 
idol of the Massachusetts Federalists, and in the fashion 
of the times his political efforts bristle with unsparing de- 
nunciation and ridicule of his opponents, so bitter and 
one-sided that we can hardly understand how it was pos- 
sible that a man of his geniality and really kind heart 
could be as severe, or how he could have taken so de- 
pressing a view, as he commonly did, of the purposes and 
personal character of his political foes. His words, how- 
ever, do not appear to have left lasting wounds, and his 
personal relations with many of the very men he de- 
nounced and vilified were of a most cordial nature. Strong 
and bitter language ran riot at that time, and it is chari- 
table to assume that Ames's bodily health was some- 
times reflected in his language, and that he was not aware 
himself of its extreme severity. One of his letters seems 
a semi-apolog}' for his partisanship, for he writes : " I am 
habitually a zealot in politics. It is, I fancy, constitu- 
tional, and so the cure desperate. I burn, I freeze ; am 
lethargic, raving, sanguine and despondent as often as the 
wind shifts." Of course this is exaggerated and not to be 
taken literally, but for a humorous description with some- 
thing of caricature in it; it contains an element of truth 
and gives us a very good idea of his exuberance of style. 

When he first appeared in Congress Washington's ad- 
ministration was just beginning, and everything about 
the government was in a primitive condition. Jefferson 
was Secretary of State and had not then gone into oppo- 
sition ; and Hamilton as Secretary of the Treasury was 
creating and expounding his grand system of finance, 
Ames was a close friend of Washington and a consistent 
admirer of Hamilton, and brought all his influence and 
power to the aid of the administration. A great many 
new and important questions required settlement; our 
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foreign relations were delicate and perplexing; the wheels 
of government revolved slowly, and there was abundant 
scope for the energies and ability of our strongest states- 
men. His mastery of financial and economic principles 
was immediately shown, and some of his greatest poHtical 
speeches, where not only oratory but profound learning 
and study were displayed, were called forth by measures 
proposed for strengthening and solidifying our financial 
system. 

At the close of this session Ames's reputation was es- 
tablished in the nation, and he returned to Dedham with 
greatly increased prestige and popularity. He was re- 
elected in 1790, and again in 1792; his opponent both 
times being Benjamin Austin, Jr. 

Through these sessions he maintained his leadership, 
but politics in the country assumed an entirely different 
phase, and there were not only new questions to deal 
with but new conditions. Party spirit had arisen, and 
the beginning of Washington's second administration in 
1793 saw the country gradually dividing into two hostile 
political camps. The war between England and France, 
the rise of Napoleon, and the subsequent disputes be- 
tween ourselves and the two nations, growing out of 
Napoleon's decrees and English orders of Council, which 
distressed our commerce and nearly involved us in 
foreign complications, built up the great political parties; 
on the one side were the Federalists, the partisans of 
Washington and Hamilton, who were in favor of a 
stronger centralized power, were accused of too great 
friendliness for England ; on the other the supporters of 
Jefferson, who were styled Jacobins by their opponents, 
the party name being Republican, and were strict con- 
structionists of the Constitution, and were charged with 
radical Democratic views, and with sympathizing with 
the ultra-Revolutionists in France. The height and bitter- 
ness of party feeling are incredible, and no language was 
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too strong to be used. If the various leaders were to be 
believed, Washington and Hamilton were planning a 
monarchy, while Jefferson was a criminal of the deepest 
dye, who was plotting the ruin of his country. 

As the Federal cause lost ground in the Nation and the 
State, and Jefferson's popularity increased and strength- 
ened, it was a sore trial to Ames, and the discouraging 
prospects of his party more and more tainted his speech 
and correspondence. His physical powers began plainly 
to wane, and his mind assumed a somewhat gloomy tinge, 
in relation to public affairs. His mental grasp, 
however, was as strong as ever, and in all the debates, 
whether relating to trade regulations or finance, or politi- 
cal policy, he brought to the discussion extensive infor- 
mation, and a thorough knowledge of ancient and modern 
history, illustrating his speeches and writings with 
playful fancy and quiet sarcasm combined with the most 
glowing oratory. 

But let us leave him in his career in Congress and 
turn to his charming correspondence. It is there that we 
come to really know the man in the enjoyment of his de- 
lightful humor. His letters are full of able discussion of 
the most serious topics, full of learning and wisdom, but 
they are also full of most amusing and witty allusions to 
every day affairs. 

At home, between sessions, he corresponded with 
many eminent men, personal friends and political ad- 
mirers, upon home affairs, town politics, legal matters,and 
every conceivable thing. He practiced law in Dedham, 
carried on a farm, experimented in arboriculture and 
breeding animals, and thoroughly enjoyed country life. 
He was much interested in building his new house ; the 
one on High Street remodelled by Dr. Edward Stimson 
and recently removed to the banks of Charles River. He 
writes in 1795 that the house is two-thirds plastered and 
he hopes to get in in November, and says, " I divide my 
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cares for my country with those for my farm. I carried 
my pigs to a good market the peace notwithstanding ''; that 
^* Poetry, if I had any, I would devote to my pigsty and 
politics — two scurvy subjects that should be coupled to- 
gether"; that " It is liberty to have one hundred acres, and 
that emphatically is my country *': or he discourses about 
town affairs and says, " the squash town is the capital of 
Norfolk County"; that "the Supreme Court is to sit 
here in August, and then we shall have lessons and ex- 
amples in good manners," — a sly hit at the Court ; that 
" A jail is to be built here which is a comfort to us ": or 
he talks about the trouble with the mails ; says, "here we 
sit in darkness and instead of having the light of the 
newspapers the only light men can see to think by shed 
dingy and streaked like Aurora, we often have to wait as 
they do in Greenland for the weather and Northern 
Lights." 

Or he writes about the town ; says, " Dedham 
thrives in house and business, and our tradesmen are 
getting richer. I do not think we grow worse in sin and 
Jacobinism. Thatcher's parish is confessedly the worst ; 
the South (Chickerings) is decidedly Federal,and the old 
parish where I live is divided — the old are half Demos, 
the young chiefly Feds"; says, "as you would not come 
for pepper seed nor to drink cider, nor to see Dedham 
canal up Charles River, which is not to be seen, I will 
readily admit that you both came to see Mrs. A. and your 
humble servant. " At times he writes whimsically about 
his law practice or his health ; says, " I am not dead and 
hope to inhale health with the air and repose that next 
week offers in Dedham. Fate is heedless of my prayers, 
which are to be in a situation to rear pigs and calves and 
feed chickens in Dedham— the world forgetting by the 
world forgot. Saving always, I would not forget my 
friends or have them forget me ; saving also the right at 
all times to rise into a rage against the politics of Con- 
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gress, and a few more savings all equally moderate and 
reasonable. " Or again, " I creep slowly and often sliding 
back ... I have yet exuberant spirits, and I should talk 
myself to death if I yielded to ten dollar clients who urge 
me to go to Court to keep my wits and my fibres, only 
half an hour for each of them, on the grindstone " ; that 
"the weather is now very hot, and clients are coming in. 
They and I sweat under the weight (and more with the 
length) of their tragical stories" ; or " I am still puny and 
tender — my constitution is like that of Federalism ; too 
feeble for a full allowance even of water gruel, and like 
that, all the doctor I have is a Jacobin. The Lord you 
say have mercy on me a sinner." The doctor referred to 
was his own brother, Nathaniel, who was as violent a Re- 
publican as Fisher Ames was Federalist, and whose ex- 
treme Jeffersonian views are amusingly illustrated in his 
diary published in the Dedham Register. 

One could go on indefinitely with droll quotations. In 
1803 he speaks of President Jefferson's message, "I am 
edified as much as if I had heard a Methodist sermon in 
a barn. The men who have the best principles and those 
who act from the worst will talk alike, only that the latter 
will exceed the former in fervor . . . Suppose a missionary 
should go to the Indians and recommend self denial and 
the ten commandments, and another should exhort them 
to drink rum : Which would first convert the heathen.'^ " 

When you come to the politics the letters are in a very 
different tone, they are interesting and full of thought, 
but bitter to the last degree, so bitter in their abuse of 
Jefferson and his friends, so utterly beyond reason in 
their violent language that I confess they seem to me 
upon the whole unworthy of Ames from the entire lack 
of perspective and common charity. His speeches are 
vastly finer and much more free from extreme statement 
and narrowness, some of them indeed have been rarely 
surpassed in this country for classic English, effective. 
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rhetoric and sound learning. He was a master of the art 
of lighting up the most serious subject with brilliant met- 
aphors and homely allusions which attracted the interest 
of his hearers and skilfully captured their convictions. 

In 1794 he was elected to Congress for the last time, 
and it was evident to his friends that his health could not 
much longer stand the strain. He felt it greatly himself, 
and took up his labors there in a depressed and wearied 
condition, yet he achieved his greatest triumph at this 
session in a powerful speech upon the ratification of the 
treaty with England, the effect of which w^as so feared by 
his opponents that they adjourned the House upon its 
conclusion that the members might not be too greatly in- 
fluenced by his oratory. 

Only a few days before this episode he had written to 
a friend : " Never was a time when I so much desired the 
full use of my faculties, and it is the very moment when 
I am prohibited even attention. To be silent, neutral, 
useless, is a situation not to be envied. I almost wish — 
was here and I at home sorting squash and pumpkin seeds 
for planting. It is a new post for me to be in. I am not 
a sentry, not in the ranks, not in the staff; I am thrown 
into the wagon as part of the baggage : I am like an old 
gun that is spiked and the trunnions knocked off, and yet 
am carted off, not for the worth of old iron, but to balk 
the enemy of a trophy, My political life is ended and 
I am the survivor of myself, or rather the troubled 
ghost of a politician that am compelled to haunt the field 
where I fell." 

We can see in this exaggeration the morbid condition 
into which he was passing, but he rose to the emergency 
when the time came, the full use of his faculties he refers 
to was not wanting, and his wit was as subtle, his oratory 
as brilliant, his logic as convincing as if he had been 
in the strong tide of health, and had never penned such 
depressing words. He was a man of moods, but it adds 
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interest to his story that there was such an endless 
variety in his feelings and ways, he never could be tame ; 
and whether calm or violent, witty or sad, he was enjoy- 
able if one took his words with discrimination, and never 
understood them in too literal a sense. 

In 1797 Ames travelled in the South for his health, 
and was received with great enthusiasm, but finding him- 
self no better, declined a re-election, and returned to 
Dedham to pass the remainder of his days in retirement. 
He refused the presidency of Harvard College, and de- 
voted himself to practising law, to farming, to the affairs 
of the town, and to writing frequent political pamphlets 
and broadsides. 

He served a short time on Gov. Sumner's Council and 
appeared for the last time in public to deliver a eulogy 
upon Washington. Even that he dreaded, and in his 
letters states he cannot do it justice, and that it was a 
malicious blow of fate which sought him out, but the 
oration was vigorous, eloquent and interesting,and showed 
no trace of failing mental power. 

His health steadily declined, and a few months before 
his death, July 4, 180S, he writes: "My health is exceed- 
ingly tender. While I sit by the fire and keep my feet 
warm, I am not sick. I have heard of a college lad's 
question, * whether bare being, without life or existence, 
is better than not to be, or not ? ' I cannot solve so deep 
a problem, but so long as you are pleased to allow me a 
place in your esteem, I shall continue to hold better than 
* not to be '— to be.' " 

With this final glimmer of his wit we leave him. He 
was buried in Dedham, in the old churchyard, after an 
imposing public funeral in Boston. He died at the age 
of fifty, his whole active public career being but ten years, 
yet in that short time he had achieved great and deserved 
fame. I have let him tell his own story in this fragmen- 
tary way. If it will not weary you I am tempted 
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yet to give two more quotations, for they are bits of 
wisdom which have lost nothing by time. Writing in 
1797 of his party, he says : " My decided belief is our fed- 
eral men are very incorrect, and more than half demo- 
crats in their doctrines. They act right indeed from 
hatred and dread of the democrats. Their theory is yet 
to be settled by severer experience than our blind fates 
have called us to suffer. Precept is thrown away on man- 
kind. The stripes of adversity while they tingle print 
political instruction more than skin deep. We must 
smart for all the knowledge that will abide." 

Alluding to membership in Congress he writes thus, 
and every aspiring politician may well take his words to 
heart. " Now it is my creed that reputation will not grow 
up in Congress with the heat of one night, like lettuce. 
The basis on which it stands and strikes down its roots 
is confidence ; confidence in the experienced ability and 
fairness of the man. It takes time, and a good deal of 
time, for the weak to know with absolute certainty, who 
is strong enough to lean upon, who can bear his own 
weight and theirs. Those who grope in the dark 
naturally seek those who can guide and enlighten their 
path, but their first steps in the light are hesitating. 
Dropping metaphor Congress is no place for sudden 
character, because most of the members are above block- 
headship, if they fall below the sphere of genius." 

Such a man as this should not pass out of the minds 
of the people of Dedham. It is well to name this fine 
building in his honor, and it is most happy that its walls 
are to be adorned by a speaking portrait in his memory. 
I, therefore, in behalf of the Committee and the Town, 
accept this appropriate gift, with gratitude to the donor,, 
not only for his generosity, but for the admirable and 
artistic way in which he has performed this work of love,, 
and as generations of students gaze hereafter upon the 
features here portrayed, we may hope that the life and 



80 THE LEGEND OF [July, 

example of Fisher Ames may inspire them to so order 
their own lives that their native town and their country 
may be the better in that they shall have lived. 

Let this building stand as the home of broad scholar- 
ship and honorable lives, of studious habits and of the 
best citizenship ; and let the youth who crowd its halls 
study the career of such men as Fisher Ames, and realize 
that thorough work, honest endeavor and patient effort 
are the only sure guides to permanent success. 



THE LEGEND OF TUBWRECK BROOK.^ 

By W. S. Tilden. 

The stream which flows through the easterly part of 
this town, rising in Dover, crossing the Dedham road at 
the stone mill, Philip Street, at Mr. Jewell's, and Elm 
Street at the old Adams place, emptying into the Nepon- 
set at Walpole, is generally called " Mill Brook " in our 
records and traditions. But on some old maps of Dover 
and Medfield it is called " Tubwreck Brook," and as this 
peculiar designation has caused inquiry, we propose to 
give a little account of the circumstances which gave rise 
to the latter name. 

At the time when the " Emperor," Charles Onion 
(Charles I.), reigned here, it will be remembered that he 
had in this, and surrounding towns, several congenial 
spirits, on whom various high-sounding titles were 
bestowed, and who assisted in carrying out the humors of 
the mimic empire. One of the principal of these was 
James Tisdale, who lived just beyond the Dover line, on 
what is known as the " old turnpike," a little way above 
the boggy swamp called the " Ferrendale," through which 
the brook mentioned above runs. He was a very bright 

iFrom the collections of the Medfield Historical Society. 
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man; a ready wit and facility of expression made him 
equal to all emergencies. It was not safe to bandy words 
with him. He was a noted auctioneer, and whenever it 
was known that he was to have a sale, crowds of people 
attended merely to enjoy his witticisms and quaint say- 
ings, a steady fire of which he kept up the whole day. 
He was very fond of amusing personalities, and these he 
often set in funny verses (he was an apt rhymester), and 
many were the hard rubs his neighbors and cronies got 
from this source. 

The common little incidents of every-day life furnished 
opportunity for this sort of witticism. For instance, 
schoolmaster Joseph Ellis, one day late in summer, pro- 
posed to sell some of his salt pork, but on going to his 
barrel found that the supposed bottom layer was nothing 
but salt. Forthwith Tisdale celebrated this adventure in 
a poem entitled " Salt Pork Joe." Ellis was smart enough 
to reply in kind as was probably expected. One day 
when stopping at Ellis's, Tisdale left a pair of heavy 
mittens, which he used in rough work, lying on the table. 
They had been mended and patched till their original 
form was mostly lost. These Ellis returned to the owner 
with the inquiry as to what they were, and for what they 
were ever intended. If any article of wearing apparel, 
whether they were meant for hands or feet. Not long 
after, Ellis was taking home a load of hay on a sled on a 
very windy day. The load was blown over, the team got 
frightened and ran away ; the owner lost his hat, and 
altogether it was a very interesting time. Tisdale versi- 
fied this occurrence, setting forth the circumstances as 
ground for appointment as Justice of the Peace, a posi- 
tion which, it seems, Ellis was desirous of securing. His 
team, which was somewhat vicious, had formerly be- 
longed to Tisdale; and so Ellis retorted by reporting 
what he one night heard the off ox say to the nigh ox 
about their former master. 
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These little incidents are given in order that we may 
more readily imagine how the victims of his sharp raiU 
lery hailed with joy anything that would help them get 
even, and at last the opportunity came for the whole 
crowd to turn in and pay off their scores with com- 
pound interest. 

It happened one time, in the spring of the year, that 
the meadows along the brook were flooded, and a good 
many cranberries were floating on the water. These Mn 
Tisdale much wanted to secure before they went off down 
stream. He thought he could scoop them up out of the 
water ; and, as he had no boat, he brought out a large 
hog-tub, and with one or two of his little boys watching 
from the shore, pushed off upon the water. The craft 
was rather unsteady, and while he was reaching for the 
cranberries he lost his balance and capsized. He got out 
of the water as best he could, and went dripping back to 
the house, minus cranberries and hog-tub. It was a se- 
cluded place, and he supposed no one but the little boys 
would know anything about it. 

But it chanced that a man named Caleb Smith was 
going along the turnpike, horseback, and saw the whole 
performance. When he saw the disaster, and our joker 
crawling out of the water wet as a drowned rat, he laughed 
so that he fell off his horse. He mounted again, however, 
and went on down to the hostelry in West Dedham and 
forthwith acquainted "Col. Thoder"and the congenial 
spirits there gathered with what he had seen. Imagine 
the shouts that went up from that crowd. All teamsters 
stopped there while on their way to and from the city, 
and so news of the occurrence was sent into all the region 
about. The Emperor despatched a four horse-team loaded 
with barrels, down the old turnpike for cranberries. 

Mr. Tisdale was immediately hailed as " The Ad- 
miral"; and little peace did he have in any quarter. There 
was at once a pretense of assuming that he was to follow 
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the seas; and he received contributions of such things as 
were supposed necessary in sea voyages: a tarpaulin 
hat, to protect his head from the sun in the torrid zone; 
a complete sailor rig, — marlin-spike, ship goods of various 
kinds, hard tack, salt pork, bacon, hams, chocolate, onions, 
dried apple, and such like. He was also presented with 
nautical instruments, charts, tables for reckoning latitude 
and longitude, and a sailor s log-book large enough for a 
voyage around the world. 

Ship's papers were made out as follows : — 

Enrollment, in conformity to an act of Congress of the United 
States of America : the Emperor, Charles I., lover of virtue, and pos- 
sessor of the silk cap, of the State of Massachusetts, having taken or 
subscribed the oath required that he, together with his worthy friend, 
the Zion of the Norih^ the Charioteer of the Celestial Car, Duke of 
Bridgewater, and the illustrious Keli Kann, are citizens of the United 
States, sole owners of the ship or vessel called " the Tub, " of Dover, 
whereof James Tisdale is at present master, a citizen of the United 
States. The said ship or vessel was built at Medfield, in the County 
of Norfolk, in the year 1825, as appears by a register granted at 
Dover, June 1, numbered 40, now surrendered for this enrollment. 
The said ship or vessel has one deck and two masts ; her length is 100 
feet 9 in., her breadth 15 feet 7 in., her depth 8 feet 6 in., and she 
measures 310f| tons. She is a square sterned Brig, has 44 guns, no 
galleries, and a Figure head. And the said Emperor, Charles I., 
having agreed to the description and measurement above specified, 
and sufficient sureties having been given according to said act, the 
said Brig has been duly enrolled. 

Admiral Tisdale received many letters of sympathy 
and advice, with offers of help for future voyages ; to 
which he generally replied in his assumed character. The 
style of letter he received may be understood by the fol- 
lowing extracts : — 
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Dedham, Mar. 22, 1827. 
To the Commander of the Brig Hog- tub : 

Sir, — I received with great regret the news of your adventure at 
sea in the Brig which sailed from Tisdale's wharf, bound to Cow-pen 
Island after a cargo of fruit, and after your arrival at said wharf, to 
hear of the melancholy wreck you met wiih ; the loss of property and 
the dangerous situation you were in, struck me with such intolerable 
sensations that it was quite too much for any human being to en- 
counter. But I soon heard that there was no material damage, and 
all hands safe. By the charity of the President of that grand body, 
** The humane society of Inland navigation, " and the bountiful 
means bestowed on you by them for the next voyage which you may 
take on the mighty deep, you are, I presume, provided with the most 
necessary articles. You are already aware of the dangers which all 
are ready to encounter when on the sea : therefore I beseech you to 
repair to the insurance office, and take out a policy on your fine Brig 
" Hog-tub, "and cargo. Receive this as a token of respect from your 
ever and most affectionate companion, 

Abraham Meanwell. 

Another letter is dated Medfield, March 23, 1827. 
Dear Admiral, 

I rejoice in your recent promotion from Captain to Admiral, and 
for which you are indebted to the good pleasure of His Highness, 
the Emperor, in whose province and power only it is to create such 
an office, with a liberal salary, — ^j^ou, I believe, being the first who 
ever sustained any title in the navy higher than Commodore. 

No person can or ought to consider anything an accident by 
which he gains money and promotion ; an increase of salary, and a 
higher station are yours now. I firmly believe it will prove a net 
gain to you on the whole, as the Emperor has appointed, or intends 
to appoint, a. Commissioner of Wrecks at that port. I am pleased 
that the proceeds fall into such good hands. 

To assist you in discharging the duties devolving on you in con- 
sequence of your recent exaltation, I will endeavor to give you a 
chart or outline of Gander Bay. I do not vouch for its correctness 
entirely, it being taken from memory. The scale is two rods to an 
inch. Yours with respect, 

Duke. 
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This interesting chart is now in possession of Mn 
A. B. Tisdale. It gives a fanciful sketch of the waters 
on which our hero sailed : pointing out the places where 
cranberries were in greatest abundance, where stones for 
ballast might be taken in^ the location of waters where 
there were no soundings ; also a dangerous whirlpool, a 
picture of Mr. Tisdale capsizing in his tub, his two boys 
shouting in alarm from the shore, and of Caleb Smith 
lying on his back by the side of his horse, dying of 
laughter. 

The ^* Admiral " wrote an account in verse of the 
voyage on which he met with his great disaster. It is 
much regretted that this poem has been lost, all efforts 
to find a copy of it having been without success. It was 
said to be very "interestin' readinV The first stanza 
only is preserved in memory. It runs as follows : — 

I sailed from off 

Of Turnpike wharf, 
As bold as any rover ; 

And swore that none 

Should laugh or scoff 
At the seaman of high Dover. 

The story of the tub lasted Mr. Tisdale a good many 
years. References to it greeted him wherever he went. 
In his business as auctioneer he was often called to sell 
out homestead belongings ; and whenever the property 
included a hog-tub, as that item was reached, the fun 
began. A good deal of it came from the crowd, and a 
good deal from the auctioneer. But it probably became 
tiresome to him after a while. 

So when we look upon the old map and read the 
strange name, "Tubwreck Brook," we may recall a train 
of incidents alive with interest hereabouts half a century 
ago, but which have now nearly faded away with the 
lapse of years and the coming of a new generation. 
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THE SCHOOLS AND TEACHERS OP DEDHAM. 
By Carlos Slafteb. 
{Continued from page 51.) 

Miss Sarah Fisher, who taught the Westfield School in 
the summer of 1842, was the 3'OUDgest child of John and Keziah 
Fisher, who lived near the schoolhouse of that district, where 
she was born, April 5, 1820. She was married to Timothy 
Smith Fuller, April 16, 1844, and spent a few years in the west ; 
but her health failing, she returned to the east, and died in West 
Dedham, Feb. 25, 1874. 

In the summer of 1842 Miss Anna Elizabeth Onion taught 
the West Dedham school ; in 1843-4 the Mill School, 38 1-2. 
weeks ; in the summers of 1845, 6 and 7, the Westfield School. 
She is the daughter of Joseph and Philinda (Bills) Onion of 
Dedham, and was well educated in the Dr. Burgess school. In 
1850 she was married to David N. Chase, and now resides with 
her brother on the estate formerly improved by her father who 
occasionally taught schools in Dedham from 1810 to 1827. 

In the winter of 1842-3, Daniel Fisher Draper taught the 
Second Middle School sixteen weeks. He was the son of 
Deacon Martin and Sally (Fisher) Draper, born in Dedham,, 
June 10, 1822, and was educated at Phillips Andover Academy. 
He was a successful dentist in Portland, Me., "acquiring a large 
property; but during the later years of his life he spent most of 
his winters in Florida on account of his health." He married 
Mrs. Mary Ann (Collins) Merrill, May 1, 1847 : died Feb. 10^ 
1874. 

John William Bacon of Natick, then a senior in Harvard 
College, was master of the Clapboard trees School in the winter 
of 1842-3. He was then twenty-four years of age and after his. 
graduation taught for a short time in the English High School 
of Boston. In 1846 he was admitted to the Bar of Middlesex.. 
Co., and practised law in his native town fourteen years, being a 
member of the State Senate from 1859 to 1862. He was* 
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appointed Chief Justice of the Boston Municipal Court on its 
establishment, July 2, 1866, and in 1871 he was made an 
associate justice of the Superior Court of the State of Massa- 
chusetts. While holding court at Taunton he died suddenly, 
March 21, 1888, haying completed faithfully and honorably 
the allotted term of human life. 

In the winter of 1842-3 Silas Morrison Blanchard taught 
the school at Readville, having graduated at Dartmouth College 
the summer before. He continued teaching four years at an 
academy in Hancock Co., Va., and two in Pembroke, N. H. 
He studied divinity one year at a Theological Seminary in Co- 
lumbia, S. C, and graduated at Andover Theological Seminary 
in 1849. Ordained in 1853, he preached at Chichester, N. H., 
'62-'57; Bath, N. H.,'67-'58; Wentworth,N. H.,'60-'66; Hud- 
son, N. H., '67-'68. He was the son of Benjamin Blanchard of 
Windham, N. H., born March 9, 1820, and died in 1888 at 
Hudson. 

Edward Rogers taught the Westfield School six months, 
1842-3. He was the son of John William and Martha (Farrar) 
Rogers, born in Boston, May 27,1822; graduated at Dartmouth 
College in 1842 ; read law with Charles Theodore Russell of 
Boston two years ; at Harvard University Law School one year ; 
practised law at Webster, Mass., 1845 to 1855 ; removed to 
Chicago in Sept., 1855, and died there June 21 , 1856. He mar- 
ried Charlotte Amelia, daughter of Col. William Barron, at 
Norwich, Vt., Oct. 15, 1851. 

Mr. Benjamin Bird Fuller, of Dover, having previously 
taught in Sherborn, took charge of the Mill School Dec. 28, 

1842. He taught it five months and began the next winter 
term ; but two months later his health failed and he went home 
to die. A letter from him to a brother teacher, dated Jan., 

1843, gives some interesting facts showing the character of his 
school. He had 55 pupils ; all studied arithmetic forming five 
classes. These classes, and a half hour devoted to writing by 
forty pupils, filled the three morning hours. In the afternoon 
session all read in four classes, and all were taught spelling in 
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three classes. In English grammar there were also three classes, 
and two in geography. He was also required to teach United 
States History, Natural Philosophy and Geometry ; and fifteen 
wrote compositions once in two weeks. Such school-teaching 
was no sinecure; it was doubtless too severe a tax on Mr. 
Fuller's constitution. He was born in Dublin, N. H., Dec. 26, 
1822, the son of Ira and Hannah (Bird) Fuller, and was edu- 
cated at the Bridgewater Normal School and the Phillips An- 
dover Academy. He died in Dover, Jan. 16, 1844. 

Mr. John Dexter Sherman of South Lincoln taught in the 
First Middle School the autumn term of 1843, having been rec- 
ommended by his predecessor, Mr. Mowry, who had known 
him at HoUiston Academy. He was the son of John and Lucy 
(Baker) Sherman of Lincoln, born March 22, 1816. He taught 
schools in Lincoln, Sudbury, Waltham and Watertown ; and 
finally devoted himself to agricultural pursuits in his native 
town. He never married ; but devoted himself largely to the 
welfare of other men's families by twenty-five years of approved 
service as Town School Committee. His fellow citizens showed 
their faith in his fidelity and honesty by choosing him their col- 
lector of taxes for the same length of time, from 1852 to 1877. 
Mr. Sherman died Feb. 2, 1892. 

Three pleasant primary summer schools, 1843, 4 and 6, in 
West Dedham were in charge of Mary Jane Fisher, the daugh- 
ter of Jabez and Persis (Howes) Fisher of that parish. She 
was born March 20, 1826, and received her education in the 
public and private schools near her home, in which the Rev. 
John White and other friends of education were much inter- 
ested. Her teaching is still pleasantly remembered, and the 
"Rewards of Merit " received from her are cherished memen- 
tos. She was united in marriage to Ezra Southworth Jackson 
in South Boston, June 14, 1866, and since that time has always 
resided at Forest Hills. She mentions the curious fact, that for 
her sixty-seven weeks of teaching she received one hundred fifty 
seven dollars. 
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When a student at Phillips Academy, Andover, in 184Jy 
George EUery Clarke came to teach the winter school in Mill 
Village. He also had charge of the East Street School two 
winters, beginning in the autumn of 1846. He was born in 
Needham, Oct. 30, 1822, the son of Lewis and Hannah (Kings- 
bury) Clarke. He graduated at Williams College in 1851, and 
at first devoted himself largely to teaching, and the towns of 
Needham, Newton, and Falmouth received the benefit of his 
labors. In 1856 he married Achsah Shirerick of Falmouth^ 
where he engaged in banking; and from 1873 to 1889 was 
cashier of the Falmouth National Bank. In 1890 and 1891 he 
represented the First Barnstable district in the State Legisla- 
ture. He now (1898) resides in Falmouth. 

In the winter of 1843-4 the Readville School was in charge 
of James Parker Tread well. He was the son of Captain Moses 
and Lydia Bowes (Parker) Treadwell of Ipswich, born June 25, 
1817. It may be interesting to those who remember his in- 
firmity to know that " when he was eight years old he was acci- 
dentally shot by a cousin, and it became necessary to amputate 
the wounded leg. " He was an uncommonly studious person ; 
and it is remembered by his pupils that he devoted a part of 
the school time to his own studies, and his late hours, devoted 
to books, sometimes disturbed the quiet of the household where 
he boarded. He entered Harvard in 1840, but did not graduate 
with his class, being absent during the senior year because he 
had published in his junior year, contrary to the expressed 
wishes of the Faculty, an edition of a poem styled " The Re- 
belliad." Subsequently, however, he received his degree, of 
the class of 1841. Admitted to the Suffolk Bar in 1850, he 
went to California in 1852, and there in the practice of the law 
attained distinction; and partly by this practice, partly by 
transactions in real estate, amassed a large fortune. He died 
Dec. 27, 1884, leaving a widow, two sons and three daughters* 

Frederic Augustus Pratt graduated at Yale College in 1840,. 
and in 1843 4 taught the Westfield, or Burgess, School six 
months. He was the son of Phineas and Mary Pratt of Deep 
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River, Conn., born Oct. 10, 1816 ; and when he taught in Ded- 
ham was a member of the East Windsor (Conn.) Theological 
School. He began his ministry in Muscatine, Iowa, where in 
1849 he married Judith McCormick of Auburn, Fauquier Co., 
Va. He was next located in Scotch Grove, Iowa, laboring as a 
missionary among the Scotch Presbyterians from Lord Selkirk's 
settlement near Hudson's Bay, having charge of two churches 
20 miles apart. Bronchial troubles interrupting his ministry, 
he became Principal of the Bellfonte Academy in Pa., and later 
he and Mrs. Pratt taught the first free public school in Ports- 
mouth, Va. In 1867 they removed to Dacota Co., Minn., and 
did missionary work in *' The Land of the Dacotas " eleven 
years, establishing and supplying various churches. They now 
reside in Lyra, four miles from Mapleton, Minn., tlieir P. O. ad- 
dress. Mr. and Mrs. Pratt have three children : Dr. Alexis L. 
is a medical examiner in the pension office ; Augusta is a ste- 
nographer in the U. S. Treasury; Ireneus is on the farm at 
home, the comfort and support of his parents. 
{To he continued.) 



THE FISHER FAMILY. 

By Philip Adsit Fisher. 

{Continued from page 62.) 

81. Elijah^, second son of Nathaniel (47) and Hannah 
(Baker) Fisher, was b. at Stoughton, now Canton, July 30, 
1765; m. 1st at Sharon, Jan. 1,1788, Susanna Hixson, of 
Sharon, who d. at Canton, Jan. 2, 1799, aged 31. He m. 2dly, 
at Canton, (intention dated) Feb. 18, 1799, Mehitable Went- 
worth Fadden, who was b. at Stoughton in 1781, and d. at Can- 
ton, June 1, 1808, aged 27. Elijah built in 1790 what was in 
1812 or thereabouts known as the Haines house in Canton, now 
occupied by Billings Hewett. He kept a store in Canton, and 
ran a stage to Boston for awhile, but sold this out to his brother 
Abel in 1801. Elijah was an unfortunate man. He d. at the 
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house of his sister, Mrs. Hannah Lewis, after a few days of 
^sickness, April 5, 1813 ,aged 48. Children were : — 

Elijah^ b. at Sharon, Feb. 3, 1792 ; probably d. of yellow 
fever at New Orleans about 1820, unm. 

CYRUS^ b. at Sharon, April 15, 1794 ; enlisted in the Navy 
when 19 years old, and is supposed to have died aboard 
ship. 

NANCV^ b. at Sharon, Oct. 27, 1796; m. 1st, Augustine 
Greene, of Greensboro, Ga., Dec. 15, 1844 ; m. 2dly, 
John Crawford Wood, of Madison, Ga. ; he d. Sept. 5, 
1870 ; she d. there June 17, 1869, aged 72. 

Sarah* (by second wife), b. at Canton, Aug. 6, 1799; m. 
Martin Draper, July 12, 1818. [Draper Genealogy, pp, 
152-154.] 

Amelia*, b. at Canton, March 6, 1803 ; m. Horace Guild, 
May 15, 1827. [Burleigh's Guild Gen., p. 123.] 

83. Abel"^, third son of Nathaniel (47) and Hannah 
-(Baker) Fisher, was b. at Stoughton, April 26, 1767, and d. at 
Newbury, O., Oct. 1, 1831, aged 64. He m. 1st, at Dedham, 
Oct. 4, 1789, Deborah, daughter of Ebenezer and Deborah 
White, who was b. at Dedham, June 16, 1772, and d. at Canton, 
Aug. 26, 1802, aged 30. He m. 2dly, at Canton, April 24, 1803, 
Ruth, daughter of Ezra Tilden, who was b. at Stoughton, Dec. 
€, 1774, and d. at Newbury, O., Feb. 13, 1833, aged 58. In 
1795 he was one of the signers of the petition for the incorpora- 
tion of Canton. He lived in the house still standing on Chap- 
man street,between Sherman Street and the railroad bridge. In 
1801, Abel bought of his brother Elijah * the dark colored stage ' 
which he had himself built, together with a full set of harness 
tipped with brass; also the box, slate, and all privileges of 
which Elijah was owner at Major King's tavern in Boston. Soon 
after he sold out to Friend Crane, who continued to run the 
stage from Boston to Canton. An item in his day book is as 
follows : " Oct. 21, 1803. Came into Boston at 12 at night 
from Liverpool, Eng. Had 47 days passage and have been 
gone from home 16 weeks and 3 days ; paid the Captain 110 
dollars for passage out and back." Tradition says that he 
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visited the home of his ancestors in England, but we have no 
evidence now to prove the assertion. In that year he entered 
into partnership with James Beaumont and Lemuel Bailey, and 
they began the spinning of cotton yarn on the lower privilege 
of the East branch of the Neponset Kiver in Canton, where in 
1794 Nathaniel Fisher had his " great forge " and " come mill. " 
Abel lived in Canton until Aug. 19, 1818, when he started with 
all his family but Abel, Jr., who was then in Ohio, for Newbury, 
Geanga Co., O., arriving there September 27, being 40 days on 
the road with two yoke of oxen and covered wagon. He bought 
a farm in Newbury of 182 acres, now occupied by his grandson, 
Gains Munn. He also built and ran a saw mill on what is 
known as Punderson's Pond, a beautiful little lake, now quite a 
pleasure resort for that locality. Abel and his wife Ruth were 
both buried at South Newbury O. The children were : — 

James', b. April 23, 1792; d. April 11, 1834; m. Mercy 

Litch, Oct. 13, 1822 ; res. Newbury, O. 

Deborah', b. Dec. 18, 1794 ; m. July 26, 1820, ApoUos 

Southworth, late of Stoughton, Mass. ; res. Strongville, 

O. ; d. June 12, 1869, aged 74. 

Hannah', b. Jan. 27, 1798 ; m. Thomas Anderson Munn, 

Oct. 19,1823 ; res. Newbury, O. ; d. Nov. 2,1876,aged 78. 

Abel', b. Oct. 23, 1800; m. Ruth Greene, July 11, 1830; 

res. Chagrin Falls, O. 
Sarah' (by second wife), b. Oct. 15, 1806 ; m. Cutler 
Tyler, Nov. 13, 1825 ; res. at Newbury, O.; d. March 
11, 1867, aged 60. 
Ruth', b. Jan. 25, 1809 ; m. William Munn, April 21, 1833 ; 

res. Newbury, O. ; d. May 5, 1876. 
Elizabeth', b. Sept. 13, 1813 ; d. at Ford, O., Nov. 1, 1893, 
aged 80 ; unm. 

83. Samuel^, youngest son of Nathaniel (47) and Hannah 
(Baker) Fisher, was b. at Stoughton, now Canton, Nov. 14, 
1776; m. at Canton, May 31, 1798, Susanna, daughter of 
Deaeon Benjamin and Jane (Babcock) Tueker, who was b. at 
Stoughton, now Canton, May 6, 1778. He was a farmer and 
lived at Canton Corners, where he d. July 22, 1830, aged 53. 
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His widow d. at Randolph, March 11, 1864, aged 85. Their 
children, b. at Canton, were : — 

Betsey', b. Feb. 8, 1801 ; d. Oct. 11, 1845 ; m. Feb. 3, 
1825, Joshua Spear, Jr., of Randolph ; six children. 

LucY«,b. Aug. 10, 1803; d. at Milton, March 11, 1872; m. 
at Randolph, Aug. 7, 1857, Josiah Wadsworth, who was 
b. at Milton, May 13, 1795, and d. there Dec. 3, 1872. 

Henry*, b. April 12, 1805; m. 1st, Mary Tilden Upham, 
May 22, 1883; m. 2dly, Clarissa Cobb, June 26, 1864; 
d. Sept. 11, J 876. 

Samuel®, b. April 7, 1808 ; m. Hannah Alden, May 5, 
1834, at Lyme, N. H. ; settled at French Creek, N. Y., 
where he d. March 22, 1884; three children. 

CALEB^ b. Nov. 7, 1811 ; d. at Bolivar, Polk County, Mo., 
Dec. 4, 1882 ; m. at Warsaw, Benton County, Mo., June 
27, 18i7, Sarah Amanda Deford, of Warsaw, who d. 
Sept. 6, 1883; seven children. 

Susan®, b. July 19, 1814; d. July 10, 1859; m Oct. 22, 
1834, Joshua Hunt, of Randolph, who was b. Feb. 8, 
1808, and d. Dec 6, 1883 ; eight children. 

Harriot®, b. Jan. 26, 1818 ; d. at Randolph, Dec. 17, 
1893 ; m. at Randolph, May 9, 1844, Washington 
Thayer, of Randolph ; had Harriet Ellen Thayer, b. 
July 6, 1848. 

{To he continued.) 



BIRTHS IN STOUGHTONHAM (NOW SHARON). 

Br William R. Mann. 

(Continued from page 64.) 

Enoch Talbot, son of Enoch and Hannah, November 6, 1807. 
Hannah Talbot, dau. of Enoch and Hannah, March 25, 1810. 
Charles Talbot, son of Enoch and Hannah, December 26, 1811. 
Jesse Talbot, son of Enoch and Hannah. May 16, 1814. 
Abigail Tolman, dau. of Joseph and Abigail, November 28, 1808. 
Anna Johnson, dau. ot Jacob and Lydia, April 26, 1804. 
Mary Johnson, dau. of Jacob and Lydia, April 24, 1806. 
Sena Hewins, dau. of Increase and Sarah, June 25, 1797. 
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Catherine Hewins, dau. of Increase an J Sarah, Dec2mber 12, 1798. 
Nancy Hewins, dau. of Increase and Sarah, September 15, 1801. 
Increase Hewins, son of Increase and Sarah, September 23, 1805. 
Daniel Hodges, son of Daniel and Nabby, May 2, 1802. 
Abigail Hodges, dau. of Daniel and Nabby, May 28, 1805. 
Esther Allen Hodges, dau. of Daniel and Nabby, December 18, 1808. 
Jonathan Billings, son of Jonathan and Mary, July 9. 1803. 
Esther Richards, dau. of Moses and Esther, September 19, 1800. 
Moses Richards, son of Moses and Esther, September 6, 1802. 
Betsey Richards, dau. of Moses and Esther, November 19, 1804. 
Nancy Richards, dau. of Moses and Esther, March 1, 1807. 
William Richards, son of Moses and Esther, June 2, 1810. 
Asabel Smith Drake, son of Ziba and Mary, July 4, 1810. 
Jane Clap, dau. of Samuel and Abigail, April 6, 1806. 
Horace Clap, son of Samuel and Abigail, June 13, 1807. 
Horace Clap, son of Samuel and Abigail, April 12, 1809. 
Betsey Harlow, dau. of Otis and Betsey, August 27, 1810. 
Maria Frances Cobb, dau. of Jonathan and Sibel, April 30, 1810. 
Anna Capen Smith, dau. of Israel Jr. and Zipporah, July 5, 1809. 
Benjamin Savels Leonard,son of Nathaniel and Susanna, April 30, 1809. 
Jarvis Pettee, son of Seth and Huldah, January 1, 1811. 
James Hartshorn Gay, son of David and Hannah, March 6, 1811. 
Sally Reupeke, dau. of John C. and Sarah, September 8, 1783. 
Betsey Reupeke, dau. of John C. and Sarah, June 15, 1785. 
Hannah Reupeke, dau. of John C. and Sarah, October 31, 1786. 
Levi R. Hewins, son of Ebenezer and Anna, September 19, 1807. 
Aaron Hewins, son of Ebenezer and Anna, January 9, 1810. 
Elijah Whiting Hewins, son of Elijah Jr. and Olive, August 20, 1810. 
Philip Hewins, son of Philip and Lucy, July 25, 1808. 
Otis Hewins, son of Philip and Lucy, November 30, 1809. 
Lucy Hewins, dau. of Philip and Lucy, January 6, 1812. 
Harriet Billings, dau. of Jesse and Abigail, May 17, 1808. 
Elizabeth Billings, dau. of Jesse and Abigail, January 12, 1812. 
Daniel Lyon Hewins, son of Ebenezer and Anna, May 5, 1812. 
Asa Payson, son of Asa and Elizabeth, June 6, 1788. 
Lemuel Estey, son of Lemuel and Hannah, January 11, 1798. 
Lemuel Estey, son of Lemuel and Hannah, October 22, 1802. 
Nabby Williams Estey,dau. of Lemuel and Hannah,December 26,1803. 
Clarissa Estey, dau. of Lemuel and Hannah, August 7, 1806. 
Daniel Estey, son of Lemuel and Hannah, September 17, 1810. 

Fann^Cap^^^ \ ^^^"^' ^^^^' ^^ ^i^^i^"^ ^"^ I^^^^' ^^^X ^» ^^^l- 
William Capen, son of William and Irene, January 9, 1808. 
Amy Richards, dau. of Moses and Esther, November 24, 1812. 
Joel Pettee, son of Daniel and Sally, August 29, 1810. 
Hannah Pettee, dau. of Daniel and Sally, October 6, 1812. 
Prudence Billings, dau. of Joseph and Sibel, March 18, 1803. 
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Joseph Billings, son of Joseph and Sibel, March 8, 1805. 
Elizabeth Ellis Billings, dau. of Joseph and Abigail, July 31, 1812. 
Andrew Drake, son of Ziba and Mary, June 25, 1812. 
Mary Hodges, dau. of Sewell and Sally, December 17, 1811. 
Patty Williams Hixson, dau. of Richard and Hannah, July 23, 1806. 
Hannah Mari Hixson, dau. of Richard and Hannah, March 5, 1809. 
Charles Hixson, son of Richard and Hannah, August 16, 1812. 
Anna Gay, dau. of Seth and Patience, January 17, 1813. 
Peggy Gould, dau. of Simon and Hannah, April 10, 1791. 
Simon Gould, son of Simon and Hannah, December 12, 1792. 
Lewis Gould, son of Simon and Hannah, February 22, 1803. 
Pownall Richards,son of Thomas Pownall and Relief, August 26, 1811. 
Benjamin Richards,son of Thomas Pownall and Relief, August 8, 1813. 
Lavina Baker, dau. of John and Abigail, January 4, 1814. 
Betsey Swift, dau. of Samuel and Anna, October 10, 1806. 
Sarah Swift, dau. of Samuel and Anna, September 5, 1808. 
Ezra H. Swift, son of Samuel and Anna, February 11, 1811. 
John Fisher Randall, son of John and Nancy, April 28, 1805. 
Charles Randall, son of John and Nancy, August 6, 1806. 
George Randall, son of John and Nancy, July 14, 1809. 
Chester Pettee, son of Seth and Huldah, April 29, 1813. 
Caroline Richards, dau. of Benjamin Jr. and Ruthe, June 13, 1806. 
James Madison Richards,son of Benjamin Jr.and Ruthe,Apr. 28,1809. 
Lewis Richards, son of Benjamin Jr. and Ruthe, December 17, 1811. 
Leonard Drake, son of Abner and Margrett, June 7, 1813. 
Eunice Hewins, dau. of Clifford and Eunice, December 25, 1808. 
Eleanor Hewins, dau. of Philip and Lucy, October 29, 1813. 
Warren Holmes, son of Oliver and Lucy, September 3, 1809. 
Eliza Johnson, dau. of Jacob and Lydia, June 8, 1812. 
Orry Hodges, dau. of Sewell and Sally, November 13, 1814. 
Howard Hewins, son of Philip and Lucy, May 17, 1815. 
Lemuel Capen, son of Elijah and Nancy, April 21, 1812. 
Lemuel Cobb, son of Jonathan and Sibel, June 25, 1813. 
Lemuel Newell Fuller, son of Ebenezerand Elizabeth, August 6, 1815. 
Hannah Hewins,dau. of Benjamin Jr. and Hannah,December 29,1810. 
Benjamin Hewins, son of Benjamin Jr. and Hannah, October 9,1812. 
Emily Hewins, dau. of Benjamin Jr. and Hannah, May 3, 1814. 
Susan Drake, dau. of Nathaniel and Rhoda, March 3, 1797. 
Andrew Drake, son of Nathaniel and Rhoda, November 2, 1798. 
Lovina Drake, dau. of Nathaniel and Rhoda, January 22, 1804. 
Nathaniel Drake, son of Nathaniel and Rhoda, February 24, 1809. 
W^ilson Drake, son of Nathaniel and Rhoda, March 29, 1811. 
Preston Drake, son of Nathaniel and Rhoda, March 22, 1815. 
Hannah Morse, dau. of Gilead and Deliverance, February 10, 1778. 
Lucy Fisher, dau. of Thomas and Mary, November 10, 1765. 
Lucy Morse, dau. of John and Lucy, August 5, 1793. 
John Morse, son of John and Lucy, February 16, 1796. 
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Julia Morse, dau. of John and Lucy, January 19, 1799. 
Willard Morse, son of John and Lucy, April 24, 1802. 
Mary Pettee Morse, dau. of John and Lucy, May 24, 1806. 
Hitty Billing Lothrop, dau. of Gilbert and Hitty, December 15, 1810. 
William Richards, son of Thomas Pownall and Relief, Dec. 24, 1814. 
James Richards, son of James and Lucy, December 1, 1814. 
Albert Richards, son of James and Lucy, November 11, 1816. 
Sarah Ann Whittemore, dau. of Joshua and Lucy, July 21, 1816. 
Elizabeth Lyons Hewins, dau. of Ebenezer and Annajanuary 6,1815. 
Betsey Drake Pettee, dau. of Seth and Huldah, February 2, 1816. 
William Hewins, son of Philip and Lucy, April 9, 1817. 
Luther Clap, son of Samuel and Abigail, September 9, 1812. 
Warren Clap, son of Samuel and Abigail, September 28, 1815. 
Albert Clap, son of Samuel and Abigail, December 18, 1816. 
Caroline Ellis Smith, dau. of Israel and Zipporah, May 8, 1813. 
Keziah Cobb,, dau. of Jonathan and Sibel, March 31, 1816. 
Susan Williams Tolman, dau. of Israel and Susanna, June 2, 1817. 
Anna Tolman Hewins, dau. of Elkanah and Hannah, June 4, 1807. 
Lemuel Foster Hewins, son of Elkanah and Hannah, June 21, 1810. 
Susanna Commings Hewins,dau.of Elkanah and Hannah,Feb. 1, 1812, 
William Augustine Hewins,son of Elkanah and Hannah,June 5, 1814. 
Joseph Cummins Hewins, son of Elkanah and Hannah, May 15, 1817. 
David Lawrence, son of David and Chloe, January 1, 1781. 
Peggy Lawrence, dau. of David and Chloe, March 9, 1783. 
John J Lawrence, son of David and Chloe, March 4, 1785. 
Ellis Lawrence, son of David and Chloe, March 6, 1787. 
Chloe Lawrence, dau. of David and Chloe, April 15, 1791. 
Dilley Lawrence, dau. of David and Chloe, April 5, 1793, 
Polly Lawrence, dau. of David and Chloe, September 15, 1795. 
Lucy Lawrence, dau. of David and Chloe, March 15, 1797. 
Nancy Lawrence, dau. of David and Chloe, November 27, 1799. 
Reuben Lawrence, son of David and Chloe, March 18, 1802. 
Lewis Morse Johnson, son of Lucy Johnson, May 3, 1812. 
Sarah Olive Johnson, dau. of Benjamin Jr. and Olive, Oct. 2)^ 1818. 

{To he continued,) 



EXTRACTS FROM THE AMES DIARY. 

Br Edna Frances Calder. 

(Continued from page 63.) 

Names of the faithful Minority in General Court June 7 on the ques- 
tion of addressing J. Adams Pres. U. S. A. for committing us to the 
Lyon's paw- 
Israel Hutchinson, Aaron Hill,. Edward Barnes, Joseph Symonds, 
Walter McFarland, Abel Boynton, William Hildreth, Samuel Hoar. 
Jonathan Smith jr, Wm. Bowdoin, Aaron Hobart, Benja Bass, Phanuel 
Bishop, Christopn Mason, Mark Adams, Joseph Stone, Fredk Plymp- 
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ton, Sam Jones Daniel I's'ey, Wm Stanwo d John Herriok, Sam^ An- 
drews, Henry Dearborn. Wm Town^^r. Sara^ Hatdwin, Abrali™ Howlaud, 
Ebener Seaver John Howe. Eliph* Lord, Isaac IJnllard. 

I am every day more amaz d at the growing insolence of Our public 
Servants— Ihey now make it a crime to address government against 

f'oss violation of the supreme law of the land, & otlier grievances! Had 
not seen T. Pickering's Letter to P. Johnston esq of Prince Edward 
County Virginia in answer & refusal to present the address of the Free- 
holders thereof to thft President of the U S. I should not: have believd 
him so base weak «& insolent! This Letter must fix him a base tool of 
the war faction in every impartial mind, an advocate for consolidation, 
for the voratious jaws of the barking Order to gulph down States & 
Sovreign at a Swallow.— 

He says; '*They who complaine of legal provisions for punishing 
intentional defamatiDn and lies, as bridling liberty of speech and of the 
press, may, with equal propriety Complain against laws made to punish 
assault and murder as restraints upon the freeiiom of mens actions." 

Why Timothy nobody Complains of such laws made by the proper 
Legislators our own State assemblies, but we will always complain of 
usurpation arrogance and treason of pretended self created Legislators 
& makers of such pretended laws only to fence themselves against that 
Kesponsibility to which we will hold all our public servants attempting 
thus to gag us or to leap over the limits we have set them The matter 
of legislation of our general department is totally distinct from the 
matter of legislation or our divisional departments, and we mean still 
to keep it so, & both subject to Ourself, and responsible, through speech 
& press uncontrolable otherwise than by laws made by the proper 
department! 

1799. 

Domestical Political obstetrical clerical, clinical &c ecconomical 
&c: meteorological, Chymical. 

January. 

House & land tax of Congress goes on heavily causing great un- 
easiness some refuse & then to avoia the penalty have to conform. No 
Assessor in Dedham will yet take the office but N. Kingsberry esq'. 
Silent indignation hath not yet exploded— tho hard threatened I fear 
civil war must be the result of Governt measures. 

Annapolis Maryland Dec 28 1798 House of Rep's Ayes 68 Nays 14, 
on the Kentucky Resolutions for Accepting Rep't Com<« to reject them. 

by order 

S. Gassaway clerk 

And on the motion to remonstrate to Congress to repeal Alien & 
Sedition Acts it was negatived 46 to 19 I[sJ their house made up of 
Lawyers also— fatal change or delusion of America from 1775 times I 
Those Kentucky Resolutions are grand! & must prevail when the 
people come to their senses again ! 

Griswold's motion to extend Sedition Act beyond this Country. 
Nicholas Gallatin &c : as if divinely -inspired thunder against it with 
irresistible argument & Reason justifv Logan's services &c: but argu- 
ment is lost on Harper Ruteledg & other tyrants or tools of tyrant 
power! But at same time Southern States will not concur in Mass** 
amendm* to exclude Gallatin &c. from seats in Congress as foreigners. 

2. Aristocrats in Congress trying to extend Sedition Act to other 
Countries, tho Nicholas for its total repeal, 58 for, 37 against. 

5. Extreme cold Gershom Jackson froze to death— and sundry others 
this winter. 

6. Member of Congress Suffering in Gaol in North of Vermont. 
9. Gen Gourt Sits 10. Jos B. outrageous for tyrant Cong*. 
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12. Dr Fuller of Needham dievl. 

Letters in the Virginia Argus to Marshal most masterly & elegant 
nervous stile under sign'« Curtius, against standing Armies &c. 

14. Bushel Sweet Potatoes from Georgia Jos Howe. 

15. Theobald Wolfe Tone of Ireland Counsellor condem'd & cut hia 
throat—a firm Patriot like Oliver Bond 

17. Jere S. mov'd into his new house. Josiah Dean today near 
elected for 3<* So' District Mem' Congress. 

20. Rec<» Letter Eb. Smith Thomas Charlst" S. C. 

23. Call* on by Neh»» Fales for dimensions of my house & windows 

& list of land for Direct tax of High Fed* tyrant Gov' I introduce 

it thus. 

Nat Ames (regretting the short dawn of rational Liberty under the 
Confederation— deploring the blindness and apathy of that People who 
once dared to defy and trample on the minions of foreign tyrants, only 
to be trampled on by domestic traitors, in impudent junto breaking the 
limits of their Sovreign— greeted with the tyrant songs of "Energy of 
Govern*. Tighten the reins of Govern*," only to stifle the cheering sound 
of the great Sovreign's voice—forc'd to yield,— instead of Law to the 
mighty powers that be) exhibits this list & description of his house & 
land on the first day of October 1798 

1 Tk^/.ii{»r« >,^„fl« 40 feet long two stories high Glass &c 
1 ijweuing nouse 30 feet wide 198 feet glass 453 squares 

1 Barn 24-35 71 Acres Lot & Bog meadow 

Woodland 10 Acres Rocks & Bushes 

1 Corn house 10 feet square. 

25. Lent J S[huttleworJth a Sacking bottom bedstead for Boy. 

26. Capt. Corey ans in 3 Weeks 

28. M' Ferol & D' Charlotte at Tea here. 

29. The great Sovreign Grumbles at unconstitutional tax. 

31. Gerry's Letter exposes in Congress the iniquity of the Warhaws 
& manifests the pacific disposition of French Gov' without fear of 
Adams's threats I k gives the lie to the slanderers of France I 

The people begin to see the tyranny & delusion practised on them. 
{To he Continued.) 



MARTHA MARIA DAVIS. 

Miss Davis died at her home in Readville, Hyde Park, on June 
23, 1898, at the age of 64 years, 8 months, and 14 days. She was 
born in Stockholm, St. Lawrence Countv, New York, in March, 1834, 
the daughter of Francis and Betsey (Converse) Davis. Her ed- 
ucation was received in the public and private schools of her native 
town ; and she began to teach school in the Readville district, Ded- 
ham, on April 9, 1853. With the exception of one year of teaching in 
Franklin, one and one-half years in Canton, and four years in Hyde 
Park, she taught in this town at the Readville and Avery Schools 
until June, 1884. 

JAMES S. TALBOT. 

Mr. Talbot, who has been one of the subscribers to the Regis- 
ter, died recently at Baden Baden, Germany, at the home of his 
daughter, Mrs. Charles Y. Roosevelt, at the age of 81 years. Mr. 
Talbot ormerly lived in Dedham. 
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THE OLD TRAINING GROUND. 



T^HE township of Dedham was a " Puritan town of the 
-^ best type, founded by men of intelligence, foresight, 
and enterprise, admirably organized, and favored by a 
wise administration of its affairs from its very beginning," 
As early as September, 1635, says the late Erastus Worth- 
ington in his historical address at Dedham, on Septem- 
ber 21, 1886, just quoted, the town of Dedham "was be- 
gun. " Only a short time before "in May, 1635, leave was 
given by the General Court for the inhabitants of Water- 
town to remove whither they pleased, provided they con- 
tinued under the government. " On September 5, 1636, 
the early settlers to the number of twenty-two, all who 
had previously signed the " Covenant, " asked the " Hon- 
oured Court to Ratifie vnto your humble petitioners your 
grante formerly made of a Plantacion aboue the Falls. " 
This was granted by the General Court on the loth of 
the same month, and the brief order there " Recorded by 
Secretary Mr. Bradstreete " " comprised all the corporate 
powers with which the town was ever specialFy invested. "' 
Of the signers to the petition "only eight were long iden- 
tified with it, or had any permanent influence in its or--^ 
ganization." The purpose of the founders was declared 
in their covenant, which was their constitution, in which 
they agreed to " practice one trueth according to that 
most pfect rule, the foundacion where of is Euerlasting; 
Loue." See Register, II., 153-155- 
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There is much cause to regret that the town should have suffered 
a street to be laid out directly through this lot, thus dividing it into 
two small lots, instead of allowing the same to remain as one entire 
common ; but so it is that the people of one generation seem to have 
widely different tastes and views from those of another generation. 
There are but few landmarks left so intimately connected with the 
early settlement of an ancient town, and so suggestive of the trials 
and dangers which the first settlers endured as the old training-field. 

That coming generations may not forget the location of the train- 
ing-ground, nor the dangers and hardships endured and overcome by 
the founders of thb town even from the very beginning, and as a 
simple memorial thereof, the Committee have erected upon the east 
corner of the field, at the junction of High Street and Common 
Street, a plain block of Dedham stone, bearing the simple inscrip- 
tion, — 

THE 

TRAINING FIELD 

IN 

1636. 



OLD MEDFIELD SUPERSTITIONS. 

By W. S. Tilden. 

(From the collections of the Medfield Historical Society.) 

It is proper to remember that our own ancestors, in 
common with their generation, had many superstitious 
fancies. Some of these have survived to the present time 
in the form of signs and omens, and in tales of witches 
and the like. These were regarded, however, much more 
seriously one or two generations ago than they are now. 
Then, if the clock continued striking until it run down 
it was "bewitched." If the butter would not come the 
cream was "bewitched," and some of it must be thrown 
in the fire to burn the old witch's face for her. 

According to old tradition, there is a pot of money 
buried in Mt. Nebo woods by a miser who lived in that 
locality, and who made a league with the spirits of evil 
that no one should ever be allowed to find it. One day,, 
soon after it was buried, a man was on Mt. Nebo and 
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came across the place ; saw the stones carefully fitted to- 
gether, and marks of fingers in the earth among them. 
Suddenly a cloud arose, it grew very dark, thunders mut- 
tered, and winds began to blow furiously. He thought a 
terrible storni was coming, and hastened out of the woods 
to some place of shelter. When he came down from the 
hill, all was calm, clear, bright weather. He could never 
find that spot again. It is presumed the pot of money is 
still there, if any one cares to face the furies to get it. 

Cats, especially black cats, are mysteriously associated 
with witches in the old legends. On one occasion, it is 
said, the men on a farm were getting in hay ; they pitched 
on a load, and the oxen were unable to start it an inch. 
Some of it was thrown off, and still they could not draw 
it. Then more and more until nothing was left but the 
bare cart, and the oxen could not draw that. Then they 
looked under, and a dtg^ black cat sat under the hind axle- 
tree. Now there seems to have been no weapon that 
could avail against a witch-cat but a handsaw. They 
therefore broke the cat's back with a handsaw, pitched 
on the load, and the oxen drew it as usual. 

There were some reputed witches in Medfield years 
ago. It is said that there was a witch who lived in an old 
house at the foot of the hill on what is now Railroad 
Street. 

But it is with one Goody Linkhorn, who was generally 
thought to have dealings with occult powers, that our 
story has chiefly to do. She lived, according to traditions, 
on the Walpole road, now High Street, near the South 
schoolhouse, at a date very early in the eighteenth cen- 
tury, (only a few years after the great witchcraft delusion), 
while the minds of the people were alive to all such mys- 
terious things. 

Her unsavory record reached the ears of the worthy 
minister of the parish, which was, according to Dr. San- 
ders, Rev. Joseph Baxter ; and he went down one day to 
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administer reproof to her. We can imagine the dignified 
gentleman as he started to walk thither, with his long 
stockings, short breeches and knee-buckles, the well tied 
queue down his back, and his gold-headed cane in hand 
A lane, which many can remember, led southward from 
Main Street near where Spring Street now lies. From 
the end of that a path led across fields to the Mill on 
Curve Street; and persons walking to the south end from 
the westerly part of the village generally took this route. 

The parson went on his errand, administered his re- 
bukes and counsels, and set out on his return. When he 
was going up the path across the fields, along near the 
" Boiling Spring, " a big black cat came scratching at his 
heels. He tried to drive it away without effect. He then 
cudgelled it lustily with his cane and finally got free of it. 
The next day, some one who called on Goody Linkhorn, 
found her laid up in bed, her head and shoulders covered 
with black-and-blue spots, the inference being that it was 
the result of that caning when the witch turned herself 
into a cat and so annoyed the good minister. It was 
never explained to us how that could be, and we do not 
know to this day. We simply tell the tale as it was told 
to us in childhood. 

Persons living in this town really believed in witch- 
craft, more or less, as late as the early part of the present 
century. An old woman once walking up North Street, 
calling at every house, talked and acted so strangely that 
people all believed she was a witch. At the old Partridge 
homestead, near Castle Hill, the woman of the house de- 
termined to ascertain whether such were the fact ; so 
when she sat down in a chair a steel darning needle was 
thrown under it. When she tried to get up sAe could not\ 
which proved conclusively that she was a witch. 

The present generation has mostly outgrown such 
fancies ; though there are those still found, we believe, 
who much prefer that their first sight of the new moon 
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should be over the right shoulder rather than the left^ 
who dislike to be obliged to return to the house for any- 
thing when starting on a journey, who predict a journey 
will bring good or bad luck according as the squirrels 
cross the road to the right or the left, and who hold that 
if the moon changes on a Saturday there will be a prev- 
alence of painful accidents the week following. 



THE SCHOOLS AND TEACHERS OF DEDHAM. 
By Carlos Slaitek. 
{Continued from page 90.) 

In the summer of 1843 Frances Maria Baker began her work 
aa a teacher in the Westfield District. She continued her work 
in the primary department of the Second Middle in the winter 
of 1843-4 ; in the West School of Dover, summer of 1844 ; then 
in the Second Middle again till 1849. She now spent a year at 
the West Newton Normal School under the instruction of the 
Rev. Cyrus Pierce. The summer of 1850 she taught in Attle- 
boro ; then a year in the First Middle primary ; and another 
year, 1860-1, in Sauth Dedham. Her last and longest term of 
service was in the Grammar department of the Second Middle 
District, from 1862 till June, 1875. In all her schools Miss 
Baker secured cheerful and eflfective study ; and her pupils are 
always ready to express their gratitude for her thorough instruc- 
tion. She is the daughter of John and Polly Ellis Baker, her 
father having been for nine years Sheriff of Norfolk County. 
She resides in Dedham in the house where her father lived, and 
which has been her home since 1830. 

Between 1840 and 1852 Lucy Maria (?) Allen was much 
employed as a teacher in Dedham, her last work being in the 
primary department of the First Middle School. Of refined 
manners and affectionate disposition, her influence on children 
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was .strong and excellent. She was the youngest daughter of 
Nathan and Catherine (Fisher) Allen, born June 6, 1824. She 
died in Dedham, Dec. 12, 1852. 

At the opening of the winter term, 1843-4, George A. Sawyer 
took charge of the First Middle School and held the position 
till the end of the summer term of 1844. He next taught a 
school in West Roxbury, probably till he became a teacher in 
the Dwight School of Boston in 1838, where he remained about 
three years. In 1857 we find him associated with Matthew P. 
Spear in the management of a Commercial School at 96 Tre- 
mont Street. A few years later he was in sole charge of such a 
school at 161 Tremont Street, Boston, having his residence in 
Dorchester. From the Boston directory of 1891 we learn that 
" George A. Sawyer, Teacher, died at 212 Centre Street, Dor- 
chester, Oct. 27,1890." 

Miss Alraeria E. Fitz of Salisbury had charge of the Read- 
ville School two summers and one winter, 18434. She then at- 
tended the Normal School at West Newton, graduating in Jan- 
uary, 1847. Resuming her position at Readville, she was there 
in 1847, 8 and 9. Her work was highly commended in the re- 
port of the school committee ; and, a year or two later, they al- 
luded to her recent death. 

In 1843 Eliza Ann Richards taught in the Second Middle 
School twenty-nine weeks prior to Sept. 17. At that date she 
left her school on account of illness and died Oct. 17, in her 
twenty-first year. She was the daughter of Lemuel and Eliza 
(Lyon) Richards, born Feb. 11, 1823. The circumstances of 
her early death awakened much public sympathy as well as 
private grief. 

Two summer terms, 1843 and 1844, the West Dedham 
School was instructed by Caroline Partridge whose pleasant 
memory is still cherished by her pupils. She was born in Sher- 
born, June 16, 1819, the daughter of Henry and Anna (Bab- 
cock) Partridge, her father being of the sixth generation from 
John Partridge of Medfield, her mother of the sixth from Rob- 
ert Babcock of Milton. She was united in marriage to the Rev. 
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Daniel W. Stevens, Unitarian clergyman, of Mansfield ; and 
died Dec. 28, 1849. Her monument is in Medfield, and bears 
this inscription : ^^ Vera amicitia est sempiterna. '^ 

On the twenty-eighth day of March, 1834, Humphrey Web- 
ster received of Mr. James Griggs, Com. and Treas., 100 dollars 
for teaching the Second Middle School four months. He was 
the son of Matthew P. and Nancy (Calef) Webster, born in 
Salisbury, New Hampshire, Feb. 19, 1821. As his birthplace 
indicates, he was said to be a relative of the Hon. Daniel Web- 
ster. He graduated at Dartmouth College in 1844, and con- 
tinued to teach in the towns of Springfield and Worcester. He 
married Eliza Hamilton, the daughter of Lucius A. Emery of 
West Newbury, Nov. 29, 1853. He soon after removed to 
Maborn, North Carolina, where he had a plantation when the 
War of the Rebellion broke out. He died in 1866. His rela- 
tion to the Hon. Daniel Webster is thus described by C. C. 
Webster of Salisbury Heights, N. H. : " Humphrey was the 
45on of Matthew C, the son of Humphrey, the son of John, the 
cousin of Ebenezer, the father of Hon. Daniel. " 

Soon after graduating at Harvard College in 1844, Charles 
James Capen began to teach as master of the First Middle 
School. In 1849 he opened a private High and Classical School 
on Church Street. Two years later, 1851, at a considerable 
pecuniary sacrifice, he relinquished this enterprise, to accept the 
first mastership of the Dedham High School; and after one 
year's service in this position he was appointed Usher in the 
Boston Latin School, where he had beerf fitted for college. He 
became Sub-master in 1867, and Master in 1870. Since entering 
upon his work of instruction in Boston, he has not been absent 
from a single session on account of any disability ; or even tardy, 
unless detained by delays of the rail-cars. To fitly describe the 
quality of his school work would be useless, even were it pos- 
sible ; thousands will never forget it, or fail to appreciate it. 
During all this more than half a century of teaching in schools, 
he has been a devotee of music ; and has never refused his ser- 
vices when they have been sought by friendship or charity. He 
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has been his own teacher in this art, never having ^^ taken 
lessons " of any one ; but he has been himself a teacher of the 
piano and organ from 1840 to the present time. At the age of 
sixteen he began to play the organ for Sunday services, and 
during his college course was the organist of a church in West 
Cambridge, now Arlington. He was organist and director of 
music for the Unitarian Society in Dedham nearly forty years, 
and organist for the Orthodox Society seven years ; for more 
than thirty years he has directed the music and played the or- 
gan for the Sunday morning religious services in the Norfolk 
County Jail and House of Correction. Mr. Capen has always 
taken a commendable interest in public affairs, and for over 
thirty years has been a Justice of the Peace. He is the son of Rev. 
Lemuel and Mary Ann (Hunting) Capen, and was born in 
South Boston, April 6, 1823. He was joined in marriage to 
Lucy Richmond Seaver, of Dedham, April 26, 1848 ; and to 
Caroline Elizabeth Guild, of the same town June 28, 1883. Re- 
siding in Dedham, he is still punctual in his daily duties in the 
Boston Latin School. 

The master's assistant in the First Middle School from 1844 
to 1846 was Harriette Whitney of Attleboro who graduated in 
Sept., 1841, at the Lexington (now Framingliam) State Normal 
School, of which the Rev. Samuel J. May was the Principal. 
Miss Whitney was the daughter of Martin and Nancy (Orne) 
Whitney, born in North Attleboro, Nov. 23, 1816. After study-^ 
ing at Wrentham Academy she taught in her native town, and 
in Pawtucket, R. I. ; but her highest enjoyment of educational 
work was in Dedham after a Normal training and the wise sug- 
gestions of Mr. May enabled her to direct her efforts more 
wisely. She was married to Otis Stanley of North Attleboro, 
Jan. 6, 1847. Mrs. Stanley carried her high estimate of educa- 
tion into her new home ; and at gve^t self-sacrifice procured for 
her children its best possible advantages, securing for her only 
son the privileges of a full course of study at Brown University^ 
Mrs. Stanley died at North Attleboro, Feb. 13, 1867, leaving a 
son and a daughter. 
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Gustavus Adolphus Somerby was in charge of the West 
Dedham School during the winter of 1844-5. He was the son 
of Samuel and Hannah (George) Somerby of Newbury, Mass., 
and studied his profession with Judge Edwanl Melleu of Way- 
land where he practised law till 1852. He then removed to 
Waltham and for six years more held his position amid the 
powerful rivalry of the Middlesex bar, which at that day in- 
cluded men whom it required courage as well as knowledge of 
the law to encounter. In 1858 he opened an office in Boston 
where he soon became one of the strongest criminal lawyers of 
the time ; but in achieving his marvelous success, he overtasked 
his strength and ruined his health. He died at South Framing- 
ham, July 24, 1879. 

Jeremiah Brown taught the Clapboardtree School during the 
winter of 1844-5. He was the son of John and Sarah (Gregg) 
Brown of Bradford, N. H., born Sept. 6, 1814: graduated at 
Dartmouth College in 1840 ; taught school at Marriott's Heights, 
Maryland, 1840 and 1841 ; studied medicine one year with Dr. 
Ames of Bradford ; read law with Hon. Mason W. Tappan of 
Bradford about three years, devoting his winters to teaching in 
Massachusetts ; finished his law studies with Hon. Ezra Wilkin- 
son of Dedham ; opened an office there ; after two years removed 
to Boston and continued in the practice of his profession till his 
death in 1881. 

Among the early Normal Teachers employed in Dedham was 
Elbridge Clapp who taught in the Keadville district three succes- 
sive winters beginning in 1844. He is the son of Samuel and 
Abigail (Paul) Clapp, born in Sharon and educated in the pub- 
lic schools of that town, in Wrentham Academy, and the 
Bridgewater Normal School. He was a successful teacher ; but 
evidently preferred other business and soon engaged in trade, 
first in West Dedham and a little later in Quincy, of which city 
he is now a resident. In 1849, Sept. 5, Mr. Clapp was united 
in marriage to Miss Martha Hewins of Sharon, Mass. 

Mary Jane Fuller taught the Walpole Corner School in 
1844. She was young and musical, and having detained one of 
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the boys in the schoolroom during recess for some misdemeanor, 

she spent her time there in trying her voice in a new piece of 

music. At the end of the recess the little rogue said to her : ^^ I 

don't think it's any punishment at all to stay in and hear you 

sing." Miss Fuller was the daughter of Calvin and Abigail 

(Rutter) Fuller of Dedham and was educated chiefly in the 

private schools of Miles Gardener, Miss Caroline Whiting and 

Miss HoflFman. She was married to Dr. Joseph Rutter Draper, 

Nov. 22, 1855 ; and now resides with her son, Dr. J. R. Draper, 

in South Boston. 

(To be continued,) 



EXTRACTS FROM THE AMES DIARY. 

By Edna Frances Calder. 

{Continued from page 98.) 

February, 1799. 
4. Lyon free f r. Bastile I 

8. Mass^ Senate except Baeon basely yield our Bights of 
speech &c. 

9. ffood sleying yesterday, now snow gone. One hard thunderclap. 
10. While Mass^ Legisla'* are giving up the Rights & property of 

their Constituents— New York are liestoring Rights to theirs as now to 
the people of New York the Right of appointing Flectors of Pres* & vice 
president. 

16. Jonath Avery's house on fire about 10 Night, extinguished. 

17. W" Avery, a crazy man died of fright. 

19. All the world gone to Boston in sley, fine. 

21. Lyon's imprisonment ended, takes his seat in Congress. Bayard 
of moves a raging resolve to expel him, & decided yeas 49, S^ays 

45, but J only can expel, so holds his seat. 

23. Lyon & Logan are feasted at Philadelphia & endeared to all the 
People of the United States, tho' abus*d in Congress! 

Id. Capt Jesse Perkins of Bridgewater Bon patriot N« 

28. More Sedition, Editor of Chronicle's Bookkeeper indicted or 
Judge Dana's charge in State Court & try'd March 1" contin'd to 4*^ 
while Editor himself is Indit** in Fed^ Court for same crime of Sedition 
twoSovreigns hold of Chronicle printer & now Abijah said Book- 
keeper is found guilty of publishing only. 

March. 

1. W. Vans Murray Amb. to negotiate a peace with France. 

2. Deacon Eb. Richards buried. 

3. So good sleying hinders Stage & cannot get newspapers. 

4. Coldest night of all the Winter. 

5. extreme cold Thaws not a lot in bright sunshine ! 

7. Two Sovereigns gripe the Chronicle at once for warning us to 
watch our pub. Servants. 
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0. Potatoes extreme scarce & dear. 

Tale of tubs to reexcite lanffuishinf^ War hoops I 

11. Excellent report of £. B. Courtois on Robespiere's papers and 
conduct in the name of Comm«« of Examination under perusal, is a 
black curiosity— picture of C. at home. 

12. P. Porcupine scolds at everlasting Winter, 

13. I am very sick. Jem sick. 

20* By E. Seaver a new discovery of D" Bullard's secret hostility 
saying I am too passionate for a Senator though he is my friend— & such 
like he always aliedged as to Physick. 

21. Nom'd Senator. 

23. A Pamphlet published by Ben Edes in Boston 1708 Anon* en- 
titled " An impartial Review of the causes & principles of the French 
Revolution, by an American is excellent and ought to be read once at 
least every year by Americans— Every social Library in the Country 
ought to be stocked with them. 

28. raging Winter still. 

April. 

1. First day of April pleasant, Roads greatlv settled & Annual 
Election of Gov Senntar^ Ac going on earoestlv. Ilere Heath has 12S, 
Sumner 75 Tho [ ? [meeting in So, Parish. 

2. 15 Cords of Wood, sufficient for year in my house. 

3. ground covei*^ with snow Blusterini? Winter. 

4. State Fast, went Xeetlham to siick, p-^ cash. 

5. First attempt bv aoine at garden. 

6. Pruned Grape Vihes as well as I know how, 

7. I am astonished to find that I am probabl y elected Senator when 
my business will so little bear it : it is so announced in the Gazette. The 
seat must be cleanM or I cannot sit there, after Uie foul 12^ Feb. last. 

9. Jos. Weatherbee's jnn. Wife died consnmption &Mrs. Starr. 

10. ProcPn for political Fast thro' U. S. many People provok'd 
thereat People of Dorchester it is said intend to work on highways 
that day 25**> Inst, others say they'll take no notice of it, but curiosity to 
hear the political Drum draws people against their intentions— but at 
Dover one Bacon was ploughing near the meeting-house, while others 
heard the Drum at Charleston half the people left meeting one telling 
the minister, Morse, there was no truth m what he said. 

16. Iss* Writ D' Sprague. 

22. Petition to Select Men to instruct Bepr. to retrieve dignity of 
Massl 1 but too late. 

25. J. Adamses political Fast, U. S. 

27. Bee comes regular from N. London now, well charg*d with 
honey and stinff. 

30. Judge Endicot being dead only two Judges remain who adjourn 
C. Pleas to 4th June next. 

Expressing my regret at the Northampton pretended insurrection 
as giving a pretext for a standing army of mercenaries who at command 
of their leader will shed brothers blood. I am glad of it says a Dedham 
High Fed. McPherson*s blues will soon dish them up I And now we 
see the effects of standing army in time of peace they took Mr. 
^chnyder strip'd him ^ whip<i him with brutal force— see Bee, May 1*. 

May, 
1. p*7*^ years Church Rent p' Reckon file. Rev. W" Montagu 
Rector. 

4 Ward's Arithm lent to Richardson. 

7. W« Lee, bon patriot at Mrs. Pierpont's Box. merch* been with 
Buonaparte in France, acquainted with Gerry in Fr. & here, knew all 
the tale of Tubs, &c. 
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9. remarkable cold. Greenwood's house raised. 

10. Grafted Winter Yirgolen Pear behind hogpen. 
Tho* Adams Editor of the chronicle died. 

11. The Duplicity of D» Bull<> often manifested. 

12. Hard snow storm. 

13. Josh Fales sowing Oats mucking Com &c. 

14. Alteration from Winter to Summer, 

16. Fries before fed Court found guilty of treason And because 
some of the Jury said before, he ought to be hangd & that he would do 
all he could to get him hang*d a new trial is order d. 

23. Mrs. Clap of Dorch' her son in France saw total change on Jay's 
Treaty! 1 1 

25. It is amazing to see with what patience the people swallow 
every trick of the tyrants Harper's justification of Mcrherson*s troops 
on tne hot water expedition Harper confirms the account of the out- 
rage! 1 1 1 

31. W. Crombie, foreman of the Gr. Jury at Plymouth, 25*>^ Inst. & 
his fellows deluded to echo address to Ch. Justice Dana's lote 
trumpeted in all the Counties to lull the people into the sleep of siveryl 

Juke. 

a Standard & beating for Army in peace. Capt. Tolman & L^ 
Gardner here on recruiting service in time of peace. 

7. Gov. Sumner died T^. 

Ben Fairbanks retracts pleads guilty, fine 5% Costs 10"5, & 6 
hours pris^ 

8. David Brown pleads guilty. Bec'd two illegal Summons to the 
High Fed. Circ* Court. 

20. Lem Richards lost by quirks of Law. 

27. New arrogant claim or L. Whitman of 20 dol. Spec Att^. 

29. Flood just got off Meadow, most of the grass kifl'd. 

30. Ira Draper selling 10 acres Meadow lays it at 25* acre, near 
Jesse Gav's Tiot he offers it me for 24^ p' acre. 

In face and Eyes of the Statute a Lawyer Whitman a new in- 
terloper claims a privilege of guarding the trade of Law by 20 dols of 
every special Att^ not bred to the Law if he knows ever so much of it 
& never means to practice it. 

July. 

4 The Corpse of our Independence gain'd sword in hand still wor- 
shiped in comic form. 

6. Seth Clark & Son £b' & Mr. Perry bro*t Gaol for ministerial 

11. Sewed Digitalis Seed in W. End of Strawberry's at N. bank. 
The Cost Augustin is between Cascarilla & Jesuits, good stom^ 

13. Great prepa*" in Boston & Dedham to emblazon 17^>^ stop inter- 
course with France. Report that French fleet in mediter» sunk 7 brltish 
line ships besides frigates which Ben Bussel says is a damned lie. 

16. M' Sibley of Sutton a Genius. 

17. Complete burlesque on Federalism, Pollard's Oration ranting 
nonsense from an infamous Character. 

28. Patty Faddin died. 

31. Horse Cart which David Dana hath been six years making is 
now done— & bro't home. 

Very warm & the meadows appear better than from flood to latter 
end of June could be expected, but all the herds grass sowed is killed. 
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AUOUST. 

5. innoculated Peach treea. 

6. Peyton Gay dub'd a L^ in standing Army. 
12. Went Boston, Coat of Amblard 14 dols. 

15. v^ 14 dol by Beub. Guild for coat to Amblard. 

21. Tub-bottom Chaise all the rage in Country— but out of fashion 
in City. 

81. Montague tresspasing on Meadow to bring up his Gondola or 
Scow 42 feet long & 12 wide. 

(To be continued.) 



THE FISHER FAMILY. 

By Philip Adsit Fisheb. 

(ConUnvsd from page 93.) 

84. BbnjaminS son of Asa (50) and Elizabeth (Draper) 
Usher, was b. at Walpole, Feb. 23, 1777 ; m. at Dedham, May 
13, 1801, Abigail, daughter of Joseph and Monica (Gay) Baker, 
who was b. Nov. 5, 1778, and d. March, 1840, aged 61. He 
was a selectman of Dedham in 1809 ; d. July 5, 1829. Both 
buried in the Baker tomb in Dedham cemetery. Children, b. at 
Dedham and elsewhere, were : — 

Jabez', b. Dec. 26, 1801, at West Dedham ; m. Persis 
Howes, of Boston, Nov. 24, 1824 ; d. March 13, 1883. 

Mary«, b. April 9, 1803 ; living in 1895. 

Joseph', b. July 21, 1805 ; d. Aug. 13, 1880 ; m. 1st, Han- 
nah Baker, March 6, 1826 ; m. 2dly, Mary £. Campbell, 
May 13, 1857 ; res. West Dedham. 

Benjamin Anson,' b. May 25, 1807 ; m, Sarah S. Presby, 
Nov. 15, 1838. 

David A.«, b. Dec, 1809 ; d. Aug, 20, 18 JO. 

Abigail', b. [ ] ; d. April 18, 1819, aged 8. 

Addison', b. in 1812 ; d. young. 

Asa a.', b. in Jan., 1815 : d. June 4, 1816. 

Addison', b. Sept. 21, 1821 ; m. 1st, Martha Moulton, who 
was b. at York, Me.; m. 2dly, Caroline Meeker, April 
16, 1871 ; a farmer and stock raiser at Algona, Iowa ; 
seven children. 
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85. Abijah^ son of Asa (50) and Elizabeth (Draper) 
Fisher, was b. at Walpole, April 23, 1778 ; m. Fanny Field, of 
Attleboro, and resided in West Dedham, where he d. Nov. 23, 
1867. Of their children :— 

James READ^ b. at Dedham^ Nov. 28, 1814; m. Lucinda 
F. Gay, April 28, 1838 ; a cabinet maker, res. at Ded- 
ham and Norwood ; four children. 

Horace Lucius', b. [ ] 1820 ; m. at Providence, R. 

I., Oct. 12, 1847, Martha Elizabeth Appleton, who was 
b. at Wrentham in 1824 ; a cabinet maker by trade. 

86. J£BEMIAH^ son of Jeremiah (54) and Elizabeth (Cook) 
Fisher, was b. at Dedham, Nov. 10, 1735, and d. there Nov. 20, 
1776. He m. 1st, Esther [ ] ; m. 2dl7, Sarah Dean, Nov. 
9, 1763, and from the probate records we learn that by this 
second marriage there were six children. He was appointed 
Justice of the Peace, Nov. 5, 1761, and seems to have resided 
on the old homestead. Children were : — 

Elizabeths b. Feb. 21, 1758. 

JbremtarS b. [ ] 1765 ; probably m. Lucy Hawes> 

Oct. 2, 1816; had no children. 

109. Pauls b. [ ] 1773 ; m. Lavina Richards, Jan. 26, 

1803; d. at Dedham, Oct. 27, 1846, aged 73. 

110. John', b. [ ] 1775 ; m. Keziah Billings, of Foxboro ; 

d. April 16, 1849, aged 74. 

Sarah*, b. [ ] 1767 ; m. Jesse Richards. 

Hannah', b. [ ] 1767 ; m. Isaac Dana, of Water- 

town, June 1, 1794. 

Ada*, b. [ ] 1771 ; m. 1st, George Mills, of Needham, 

Aug. 21, 1796 ; m. 2dly, Paul Dewing. 

87* Nathaniel^ son of Jeremiah (54) and Elizabeth 
(Cook) Fisher, was b. at Dedham, July 8, 1742. He graduated 
at Harvard College in 1763 ; was a missionary teacher in Nova 
Scotia at the beginning of the Revolution. In 1777 he went to 
England and was ordained a deacon by Rev. Dr. Lowth, Bishop 
of London. He became Episcopal rector of the churches of 
Annapolis, Granville and Shelburn, Nova Scotia, from 1778 to 
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1782, when he returned to Massachusetts. He was for a time 
put in durance as a Britbh subject but was relieved on taking 
the oath of fidelity to the State. He soon went to Salem wher& 
we find that on ''Feb. 25, 1782, Nathaniel Fisher begins to of- 
ficiate at the Episcopal Church, " being induced as rector that 
day and voted JS150 a year. Here he continued as rector of St. 
Peter's Church until his death. Rev. John Prince writes in his 
diary: "Dec. 20, 1812. Rev'd Mr. Fisher. He fell down on 
ye hearth and died instantly at noon, having just come into ye 
house from church on a cold day ; 70 years old. " He printed 
a "sermon at the execution of Henry Blackburn" in 1796, and 
in 1800 one " on the death of Washington "; a small volume of 
his sermons was published in 1818. He m. at Dedham, April 
5, 1782, Silence, daughter of Jeremiah and Elizabeth (Dwight) 
Baker, who was b. at West Dedham, Aug. 11, 1748, and d. at 
Salem, Dec. 6, 1821, aged 73. Their children were : — 

Nathaniel*, bapt March 30, 1783 ; d. at 25 years of age, 
unmarried. 

EuzABETH^ bapt. Sept. 5, 1785 ; m» June 3, 1809, Captain 
Clifford, son of Captain James and Mary (Ives) Crown- 
inshield, who was b. at Salem in 1762, and d. there June 
3, 1809, aged 47, leaving no issue. 

Theodore*, bapt April 20, 1789 ; m. March 3, 1816, Re- 
becca G. Colbum, of West Dedham. Both died young. 
Had one child, a son, who died in infancy. 

88# Daniel^, son of Jeremiah (54) and Elizabeth (Cook) 
Usher, was b. at Dedham, March 29, 1740 ; inherited his 
father's homestead ; was a farmer, but combined with the busi- 
ness of agriculture that of tanning also. Was in Captain Jos. 
Guild's company, Col. Jno. Greaton's Regt., at the battle of 
Lexington ; was a corporal in the same company, Oct. 5, 1775; 
commissioned a lieutenant in Capt. Abel Richards*s company,, 
March 23, 1778; also Oct. 2, 1778; Ist lieutenant from Jan. 26,. 
1779, in Capt. Ebenezer Battle's company ; commissioned cap- 
tain Sept. 12, 1780, in Col. Mcintosh's First Suffolk County 
Regt. ; and of Major Job Cushing's Regt., Sept. 22, 1782, serv- 
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ing at Hull 1 month, 7 days. Continued a member of the vol- 
unteer militia during his stay in Dedham and rose to the posi- 
tion of Colonel, and took an active part in the suppression of 
the Shays Rebellion in 1786, under Gen. Lincoln, as the com- 
manding officer of the Dedham volunteer contingent. In the 
Ames Diary [Req. VI., 109], is the following : April 8, 1794, 
" Tim Gay bo't Col. Fisher's place. " He sold the old home- 
stead and moved to Newport, N. H. Here he purchased a tan- 
nery at the centre cross roads and also erected a store and a 
house of entertainment. Misfortune, however, overtook him, 
and selling out he sought a home in Ohio. This was in 1798. 
First he rented a farm on Blennarhasset's Island, Va., then se- 
cured a property in Balpre, Ohio, from Col. Ebenezer Battelle 
in payment of debt, and here he remained the rest of his life, 
engaged chiefly in farming, and was reasonably prosperous. 
His wife and two children, William and Hannah, joined him 
Dec. 25, 1799, and two other sons, Andrew and Seth, the next 
year, but Deborah Ames not till some time afterwards. The 
rest of the children were either married or dead. CoL Daniel 
Fisher was a man of strong religious feelings and convictions, 
as appears from his correspondence, and in the hope of a 
glorious resurrection, he died at Belpre, Aug. 14, 1824. A 
tombstone is erected there to his memory. He had married at 
Dedham, May 28, 1770, Sibyl, daughter of Ebenezer and Sibyl 
(Avery) Draper, who was b. at Dedham, Sept. 21, 1750. She 
was received into the Dedham church Aug. 23, 1772, and died 
during a great scourge of fever, probably malarial, at Belpre, 
Ohio, Aug. 20, 1823. A monument is also erected to her mem- 
ory at that place. They had ten children, all born in Dedham : 

Daniel', b. Jan. 2, 1771 ; was a tanner, and moved to 
Newport, N. H , with his father ; prospered in business 
and started for South America to purchase hides, but 
the vessel in which he embarked was wrecked and he 
was thrown upon the Danish island of St. Thomas, where 
he died of yellow fever. This occurred some time before 
his father's removal to Ohio in 1798. He seems to have 
been unmarried. 
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Nathaniel', b. March 29, 1773 ; a hatter by trade, living 
at Newport, N. H. ; m. Polly Wilcox, of Newport ; d. of 
fever, July 23, 1800; two children. [History of New- 
port, N. H.] 

Elizabeth*, b. May 1, 1774; d. at Mayslick, Ky., Jan. 25, 
1863 ; m. in 1796, Bartholomew, son of Trueworthy and 
Elizabeth (Bartlett) Gilman, who was b. in 1772, and d. 
in Ohio in 1823 ; eight children. [Gilraan Genealogy, 
1860, for descendants.] 

Catherine', b. April 30, 1776; m. Captain Stephen 
Draper, of Attleboro, Mass. ; had seven children ; d. at 
Worcester, Mass., aged 92. 

Polly', b. Nov. 14, 1779 ; m. George Ellis, and settled in 
Attleboro, Mass. ; several children. 

Andrew*, b. Oct. 1, 1781 ; d. Nov. 6, 1865 ; m. two or 
more times ; a hatter by trade ; several children. 

Hannah', b. Sept. 3, 1783 ; d. at Amesville, O., in sum- 
mer of 1824 ; m. Seth Fuller, and settled at Amesville, 
Athens Co., O., where he was an early and prominent 
settler ; had six children. 

Deborah Ames', b. Sept. 20. 1785; d. Dec. 4, 1845; m. 
George Dana, of Belpre, O. ; had five children sumamed 
Dana. 

William', b. March 15, 1788; d. Oct. 18, 1878, aged 90, 
and was buried at Grosvenorsville, Conn. ; was married 
three times, and had several children ; a prominent and 
good man. 

Seth', bapt. Oct. 2, 1791 ; married about the beginning of 
1819, and had several children ; d. in California. 
(To he continued.) 



Readers of the Register, who are interested in the Fisher Family, 
will be glad to know that Mr. Fisher has begun to print a " Genealogy 
of the Descendants of Joshua, Anthony and Cornelius Fisher, of 
Dedham and Wrentham, Mass. " The book will probably be ready 
for delivery in January. It will contain in the main what has been 
printed in this magazine since the first article appeared in the Oc- 
tober number (III. 18), 1892 ; and more extended information about 
the heads of families, particularly those living in Norfolk County. 
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The work will embrace 600 families, and will be as complete in the 
Fisher names as possible, while many of the lines by the inter-mar- 
riages with other names are carried down, particularly since 1750. 
There will be an account of the Fishers of England and of the coat 
of arms of the family. A special effort has been made to include the 
record of every military service, where same could be found ; and 
professional people are noted and described, including ministers of 
the name, the dates of service, etc. Mr. Fisher, as a labor of love, 
has spent much time and money in gathering his material, and the 
painstaking care he has given in the preparation of the work will add 
greatly to its value. Articles on " The Fisher Family " will be con- 
tinued in forthcoming numbers of the Register. 



BIRTHS IN STOUGHTONHAM (NOW SHARON). 
Bt W1LI.IAV R. Mahst. 

{Cotdinutd from page 96.) 

Olive Richards, dau. of Moses and Esther, August 5, 1818. 
Emily Stone, dau, of Doct. Daniel and Hitty, June 17, 1808. 
Esther Johnson, dau. of Jacob and Lydia, August 30, 1818. 
Chester Freeman Morse, son of Jacob and Rhoda, August 15, 1815, 
Richard Morse, son of Jacob and Rhoda, April 2, 1818. 
Oliver Whittemore, son of Joshua and Lucy, July 18, 1818. 
Elizabeth Pratt Billings, dau. of Benjamin Curtis and Cynthia, March 

23, 1816. 
Benjamin Franklin Hodges, son of Benjamin Jr. and Hannah, August 

26, 1812. 
Emeline Hodges, dau. of Benjamin Jr. and Hannah, March 16, 1815« 
Lucy Hodges, dau. of Benjamin Jr. and Hannah, May 3, 1818. 
Jacob Leonard Smith, son of Jacob and Polly, December 25, 1810. 
Sally Barnard Smith, dau. of Jacob and Polly, January 15, 1813. 
Fanny Almira Smith, dau. of Jacob and Polly, June 2, 1815. 
Sophia Amelia Smith, dau. of Jacob and Polly, July 6, 1817. 
Elizabeth Clap Smith, dau. of Jacob and Polly, October 17, 1819. 
Emily Jane Clap, dau. of Samuel and Abigail, March 14, 1818. 
Hannah Fairbanks, dau. of Benjamin and Hannah, February 20, 1817^ 
Benjamin Albert Fairbanks, son of Benjamin and Hannah, June 27,. 

1819. 
Emily Clap Billings, dau. of Benjamin Curtis and Cynthia, July 22„ 

1819. 
Mary Ann Morse, dau. of Jacob and Rhoda, June 1, 1H09. 
Sidney Allen Morse, son of Jacob and Rhoda, February 16, 1811. 
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Caleb Morse, son of Jacob and Rhoda, August 8, 1813. 

Levi Sidney Morse, son of Jacob and Rhoda, May 3, 1820. 

Roxana Talbot, dau. of Enoch and Hannah, November 23, 1819. 

George Plimpton, son of Ziba Jr. and Olive, September 29, 1808. 

Jeremiah Plimpton, son of Ziba Jr. and Olive, May 10, 1810. 

Lyman Plimpton, son of Ziba Jr. and Olive, July 26, 1813. 

Harriet Plimpton, dau. of Ziba Jr. and OUve, December 13, 1815. 

Laura Jane Plimpton, dau. of Ziba Jr. and Olive, July 27, 1820. 

Erastus Richards, son of Jeremiah Jr. and Susanna. April 17, 1811. 

Enoch Richards, son of Jeremiah Jr. and Susanna, March 14, 1813. 

Susan Richards, dau. of Jeremiah Jr. and Susanna, October 29, 1814. 

Mary Richards, dau. of Jeremiah Jr. and Susanna, August 25, 1817. 

Elon and Edwin Richards, sons of Jeremiah Jr. and Susanna, De- 
cember 23, 1820. 

Unity Fairbanks, dau. of Abner and Polly, July 22, 1821. 

Horace Parker Billings, son of Parker and Sarah, July 28, 1812. 

Sarah Ann Billings, dau. of Parker and Sarah, August 6, 1815. 

Alfred Brintnell Billings, son of Parker and Sarah, March 14, 1817. 

Mary Jane Billings, dau. of Parker and Sarah, April 10, 1820. 

Ann Capen Pettee, dau. of Daniel and Sally, July 31, 1817. 

Olive Pettee, dau. of Daniel and Sally, August 3, 1819. 

Albert Barrett, son of Rev. Thomas and Maria, May 18, 1822. 

Oliver Estey, son of Samuel and Elizabeth, April 25, 1803. 

Keziah H. Est«y, dau. of Samuel and Elizabeth, April 26, 1817. 

Jacob Fisher, son of Jacob and Sarah, April 30, 1776. 

Catherine Holmes, dau. of Zebulon and Rachel, March 9, 1795. 

Luther Drake, son of Luther and Catherine, January 27, 1817. 

Lucy Drake, dau. of Luther and Catherine, August 28, 1818. 

James Drake, son of Luther and Catherine, March 30, 1820. 

Charles Drake, son of Luther and Catherine, February 2, 1822. 

Hannah Morse, dau. of Jacob and Rhoda, January 12, 1823. 

Samuel Brimblicom, son of Rev** Samuel and Harriet, Nov. 2, 1823. 

Sarah W. Hixson, dau, of Capt. Richard and Hannah, Jan. 7, 1816. 

Augustus Hixson,son of Capt. Richard and Hannah, January 23,1819. 

Sally Frances Hixson, dau. of Capt. Richard and Hannah, April 20, 
1822. 

William Glover, son of Thomas and Abigail, September 30, 1806. 

Hannah Glover, dau. of Thomas and Abigail, July 12, 1809. 

Nancy Glover, dau. of Thomas and Abigail, April 17, 1813. 

James Glover, son of Thomas and Abigail, March 22, 1815. 

John Glover, son of Thomas and Abigail, May 28, 1817. 

Davis Glover, son of Thomas and Abigail, January 6, 1822. 

Willard Richards, son of James and Lucy, June 21, 1819. 

Addison Richards, son of James and Lucy, September 11, 1821. 

Rowena Pettee, dau. of Daniel and Sally, November 23, 1822. 

Addison Hobbs Johnson, son of Hobbs and Sally, February 10, 1824. 

Artemas Richards, son of Jeremiah Jr. and Susanna, Nov. 30, 1824. 
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Nathaniel Addison Rhoades, son of Nathaniel and Fanny, April 29, 

1810. 
Lewis Laben Rhoades, son of Nathaniel and Fanny, August 4, 1812. 
William Bishop Rhoades,son of Nathaniel and Fanny,March 26, 1815. 
Fanny Millaney Rhoades, dau. of Nathaniel and Fanny, November 

6, 1817. 
Lucinda Anna Rhoades, dau. of Nathaniel and Fanny, Sept. 6, 1820. 
James Albert Rhoades, son of Nathaniel and Fanny, Nov. 18, 1822. 
Charlotte Hewins, dau. of Joseph and Betsey, July 29, 1810. 
Joseph Hewins, son of Joseph and Betsey, June 29, 1817. 
Albert Hewins, son of Joseph and Betsey, July 1, 1820. 
John £. Hewins, son of Joseph and Betsey, April 10, 1823. 
Samuel Johnson, son of Caleb and Elizabeth, February 2, 1787. 
Laura Crehore Johnson, dau. of Samuel and Hannah, July 28, 1822. 
Frances Davenport Johnson, dau. of Samuel and Hannah, March 31, 

1824. 
Mary Elizabeth Stone, dau. of Doct. Daniel and Mary, April 8, 1825. 
Richard fientley Morse, son of Jacob and Rhoda, April 28, 1825. 
Josiah Warren Talbot, son of Josiah Jr. and Polly, January 29, 1812. 
Ebenezer Fisher Talbot, son of Josiah Jr. and Polly, January 1, 1814. 
Mary Ann Talbot, dau. of Josiah Jr. and Polly, March 14, 1817. 
George B. Talbot, son of Josiah Jr. and Polly, February 26, 1819. 
Susan Talbot, dau. of Josiah Jr. and Polly, January 6, 1821. 
Nathaniel Talbot, son of Josiah Jr. and Polly, April 3, 1823. 
Nancy Talbot, dau. of Josiah Jr. and Polly, May ^2, 1825. 
Lucretia Hewins, dau. of Ebenezer and Anna, May 9, 1817. 
Lydia Hewins, dau. of Ebenezer and Anna, August 10, 1821. 
William H. Putnam, son of William and Susan, January 26, 1823. 
Hiram R. Putnam, son of William and Susan, July 5, 1825. 
George Herbert Thorndike, son of Andrew and Mary, July 2, 1807. 
Charles Brimblecora, son of Rev. Samuel and Harriet, Feb. 10, 1825. 
Samuel Ebenezer Johnson, son of Samuel and Hannah, September 

26, 1825. 
George Richards, son of Benjamin and Ruthe, June 30, 1814. 
Alfred Richards, son of Benjamin and Ruthe, February 8, 1817. 

{Tohe continued.) 



EPITAPHS FROM THE OLD BURYING GROUND, 
WEST MEDWAY. 

Copied by Herbert N. Hixon. 

1. In memory of Nahum Clark who departed this life July 9, 1829 
in his 80*^ year. 

Depart my friends wipe off your tears, 
I must lie here till Christ appears. 
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2. In memory of Miss Deidamia Cutler Daug. of Mr. Simon and 
Mrs. Silence Cutler who died Apr. 6 1810 Ae. 32 

Depart my friends dry up your tears, 

I shall rest here till Christ appears. 

The Clouds dispelled the stormy dangers past; 

And I've attained the peaceful shore at last! 

3. In memory of Miss Sarah Cutler Daughter of Mr Simon Cutler 
& Mrs. Silence his wife who died April 23, 1806 in the 34th year of her 
age 

Death gave to me a sudden call, 
I have obeyed and so must all. 

4. In memory of Lucinday daughter of Mr Simon Cutler & Mrs 
Silence his wife who died March the 26th 1790 in the seventh yr. of her 
age. 

5. Here lies intered the body of Experience Jones who departed 
this life Jan 24. 1786 being in the 66th yr. of her age. 

Also this pillar is in remembrance of Lieut. Theophilus Clark first 
husband of ye above sd. Experience 

And also of Jotham Clark son of sd. Lt Theophilus & Experience. 

The father & the son, having been engaged in the defence of their 
Country, on the way from camp to their friends, they died. 

The father being in his 44th year died ye 24th of Nov. 1760. the son 
sui-vived his father but 12 days & expired Dec. the 6th iii the 17th year 
of his age. 

6. In memory of Mr. Simon Cutler who died Aug. 3, 1826. Aet. 88. 

Farewell my Consort & my Friends 
In peace on earth may vou remain 
Till Christ our Judge snail call us home 
To meet with me in love again 

7. In memory of Mrs. Silence wife of Mr. Simon Cutler who died 
Sept 24, 1832 Aet. 93. 

8. In memory of Mr. Gregory Ide who died August the 6th 1798 in 
the 27th year of his age. 

Friends & Physicians can not save 
My Mortal body from the grave 
Nor can the grave confine me here 
When Christ doth call me to appear. 

9. In memory of Mrs. Mary Ide wife of Lieut. Daniel Ide who died 
March 14 1796 Aged 66. 

10. In memory of Lieut. Daniel Ide who died May 30. 1813 Aged 
87. Also Mr. Josiah Ide his son. Died at Falmouth June 16 1778 in his 
21st year. 

11. In memory of Mrs. Calle wife of Mr. Paul Pond who died Nov. 
28, 1781 in the 26th yr. of her age. 

12. Erected to tne memory of Mr. Alpheus Harding who died Sept 
5th 1815 in the 28th year of his age. 

13. In memory of Alpheus son of John Harding & Keziah his wife 
who died feb. 19, 1779. 
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14. In memory of Mrs. Kezia wife of Mr. John Harding, she de- 
parted this life Augt. 10 1797. in the 73*^ year of her age. 

15. Erected to the memory of Mr. John Harding who died Sept. 17, 
1809. Age 87. 

10. In memory of Capt. John Harding who died Mar 11. 1833. Aet 77. 

17. Mrs. Beulah wife of Capt. John Harding died Mar 20, 1739 
Aet 77. 

18. Silueney Son of Jacob Cutler and Mary his wife .who died April 
27, 1792 it was one month old. 

19. In memory of Meletiah daug. of Mr Asa & Mrs. Meletiah Fuller 
who died Feb. 1, 1790. Aged 10 yr. 

A pleasant child a morning flower 
bent down and withered in an hour. 

20. Erected in memory of Mr. David Lawrence who died Oct. 25, 
1810 in the 40 yr. of his age. (Same stone) Lucretia daug. of Mr. David 
Lawrence & Lois died 1794. Aged 1 yr. A seven mo. 

21. In memory of Mrs. Lois wife of David l^awrence who died June 
25 1833. Aet. 33. 

22. Julia wife of Edmund Payson died Nov. 1843 Aged 52. 

Oh, senseless stone, how vain to boast 
Or tell, here mortal relics lies; 
All guardian angels valued most; 
Now claims its mansion in the skies. 
Erected by her son Stephen. 

23. In memory of Daniel son of Capt. Nathan Thayer and Caty his 
wife who died October the 18th 1789 in the 9th yr. of his age. 

24. In memory of Polly daughter of Mr. Ralph Mann & Eunice his 
wife who died April ye 23, 1787 in ye 2nd yr. of her age. 

25. In memory of Rhoda wife of Mr. Ralph Mann she Died May ye 
0th 1779 in ye 33rd yr of her age. 

A wife, a Friend, a Mother Deir 
with her deer Babe Lies buryed here 
In bloom of Life and Useful days 
The summons Came ye Soul Obeys. 

26. In memory of Mr. Ralph Mann who died May 12, 1820, in 92nd 
yr. of his age. 

27. In memory of Mrs, Eunice Mann wife of Mr. Ralph Mann who 
died Oct. 9, 1828 Aged 65 yr. 

28. Miss Polly Mann died May 9. 1841 A. E. 56. 
^ If to be useful is our beings end and aim, 

Then this high excellence, our friend might claim. 
For this she lived, for .this she spent her breath, 
Nor ceased her acts of kindness, but with death. 

29. In memory of Mrs. Jemima 3rd wife of Doct. Aaron Wight. who 
died Mar. 10 1832. Aet. 601. 
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30. In memory of Doct. Aaron Wight who died Feb. 8, 1831 in his 
71 yr. 

31. In memory of two wives of Doct. Aaron Wight. 1st wife Mrs. 
Mary Wight who died June 14. 1771 in her 23rd yr. 2nd wife Mrs. Mary 
Wight who died Aug. 26, 1775 in her 23rd yr. 

32. In memory of Mr. Thomas Adams who suddenly departed this 
life June 21. 1831 in the 52 year of his age. 

The rising mom cannot insure, 
That we shall end the day, 
For death stands ready at the door, 
To snatch our lives away. 

33. Olive Shamway wife of Thomas Adams died Sept. 25, 1881. 
Aged 97 yrs. 7 months. 

34. In memory of Mr. Amos S. Adams who died June 15. 1834 
Aged. 24. 

35. In memory of Mrs. Susana Adams wife of Thomas Adams who 
died Oct. 6, 1780 in the 30 year of her age. 

And also of their infant babe Polly. 

36. Here lies ye body of Lois Thurston dau. of ye Rev. David 
Thurston. 

37. Here lies ye body of David Thurston Son of Rev. David Thurs- 
ton & Susannah his wife who departed this life Novem. 10. 1761. age 3 
years & 4 months. 

38. L. R. 1764. 

30. In memory of Amos Adams son of Thomas and Susana Adams 
who died Oct. 15th In the 14th year of his age. 

40. Here lies the body of Moses Adams son of Moses & Rachel 
Adams who died May 20, 1767 in the 4 yr. of his age. 

41. Here lies the remains of Keziah Hill wife of [Epheriam Hill De- 
ceased Nov. 7. 1767. Age. 38. 

42. In memory of Mary wife of Mr. David Wiswell who died Oct. 
6,1821. Aet. 40. 

I with my offspring here securely rest, 
God takes or leaves our comforts as is best. 
Prepare my friends, to meet me on that shore 
Where soul bereavements shall be felt no more. 

43. In memory of Mr. Timothy Ellis who died Jan. 20. 1708 in the 
63rd yr, of his age. 

44. In memory of Ede wife of Amos Richardson who died Feb. 25, 

1833 Aet. 81. 

The grave of all his saints be blest 
And softened every bed 
Where should the dying members rest, 
But with the dying head. 

45. In memory of Mr. Zebulon Bishop who died Jan. ye 21 1788 
Aged 43 yr. 

(To be continued.) 
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HIGHWAY WORK. 
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HIGHWAY WORK. 

The paper, of which the following is a copy, belongs 
to Mr. C. Eastman Webb, of Hartford, Conn., and may 
be of some interest to readers of the Register. 

To Mr. Reuben Morse one of the surveyors of Ways for the town 
of Dedham. You are to mend and keep in good repair the highways 
within the following limits viz. 

The road from Whites bridge by William Coneys & the several 
branches of roads to Walpole & Sharon Line also the road by George 
Morses to Walpole line. 

And you are to allow each person mentioned in the following^ 
List, at the rate of one Dollar and & twenty-five cents per Day for a 
team &c one Dollar for a man (8 hours called a Day) and you are to 
make return to the Selectmen of all who may be Deficient of work- 
ing the sum out against their names by the Last of Nov'^ next. 



jMiPus. 


$, c. 


William Coney 


3.90. 


Joel Guild 


4.44 


Ichabod Gay Jr. 0.9O 


John Morse, 


5.40 


Abner Fairbanks, 3.90 


John Morse Jr. 


10.44 


W* Lydia Fairbanks, ^ 


W* Mary Morse, 
Reuben Morse, 


1.68 


3.18 


David Fairbanks ) 


Seth Morse, 


2.40 


Richard Morse, 0.96- 


The heirs of Silas Morse, 


1.80 


Dea. Benj: Pettees, 0.72 


David Morse, 


5.40 


Isaac Lewis, 1.08 


George Morse, 


7.74 


David Lewis 1.08- 


Eleazar Rhoads & Son, 


5.58 


heirs of Fisher Hartshorn, 0.18 


Abial Pettees, 


0.90 


Luke Coney, 0.90* 


Jacob Smith, 


0.90 


Dedham, April 26, 1803. 




Calvin Whiting, 






Moses Whiting, 


Assessors 




Jesse Gay, 


of 




Abner Ellis, Jr. 


Dedham. 




Eben' Sumner, 





Query. 
3. White. Wanted the names of the ancestors of Sarah White who- 
married, April 9, 1756, Jonas Pond of Dedham, who was the son of 
Joshua and Dority (Whitney) Pond. G. Albert Lewis, 

1834 De Lancey Place, 
Philadelphia. 
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